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The Sixth Form Experience at Adcote 
 

Adcote Sixth Form is a dynamic and purposeful community, which offers a unique and fulfilling 

experience, to enable our students to grow as an individual. In addition to our Year 11 pupils staying 

onto our Sixth Form, we also welcome a number of girls from other schools. Our outstanding 

academic results at A Level, our Oxbridge success and entry to other top Universities accounts for our 

recent popularity. In 2013, we were ranked 4th in the UK for our results (BBC & Daily Telegraph), 

when comparing the average UCAS points per pupil. 

 

Our Sixth Form offers first class teaching in a wide range of subjects, in a caring and supportive 

environment. The average class size in the Sixth Form is around eight students. Studying subjects that 

students have chosen, the girls will broaden their experience and enjoy the exclusive Sixth Form 

privileges. Adcote Sixth Form students leave us as confident, poised young ladies, who are ready to 

take their place in society. 

 

We encourage our students to apply for positions of responsibility. Holding a position of 

responsibility within the school really helps to prepare students for the world beyond school and 

University.  These roles are in addition to acting as role models and guides to the younger girls. 

 

Our Sixth Form ensures that each student is able to develop her talents and potential throughout the 

two years. The wide range of extra-curricular activities available to all our Sixth Formers enables them 

to fulfil their potential as individuals and enriches their experience. You will find our Sixth Form a 

friendly, vibrant and supportive environment. The Sixth Form experience at Adcote School is a 

structured academic programme and this booklet is principally concerned with explaining that 

structure and the contents of each of the subjects on offer. Central to studying at Sixth Form is the need 

for the development of productive habits of study and all girls are encouraged to take increasing 

responsibility for their own work ethic. 

 

Almost all of our pupils choose to move on to University and we are justly proud of the tremendous 

expertise that the School possesses in helping students gain places at the most prestigious Universities 

in the UK and beyond. 

 

Of course, Sixth Form life is not all about study. The pupils gain much from the responsibilities and 

leadership opportunities offered by the Prefect System and the positions of responsibility available 

within the School. 

 

Those with the most leadership potential are offered the opportunity to lead prefect teams, formally 

represent the school at various functions and to take an active part in the workings of the school 

council. All sixth formers abide by a dress code based on smart office wear. 

 

Sixth Form life at Adcote is thus a distinct and formative experience. Girls who have reached this 

advanced stage in their education need recognition of their status within the School and of their 

growing capacity for self-discipline. 

 



 

 

Being a student at Adcote means having the very best support to help turn hopes into possibilities and 

to make those possibilities become reality. There is a very strong sense of community at Adcote where 

students and staff get to know each other very well. 

 

The Sixth Form at Adcote is a natural progression for many of our own Year 11 students who wish to 

continue their studies at advanced level in a familiar, caring environment where they feel known, 

valued and well supported. Also, an ever increasing number of students from other schools are joining 

us in Year 12.   

Students can be sure of working with others who share a commitment to make the most of every 

opportunity and to achieve the very best examination results. 

 

We offer a range of courses at A level that are a match for most colleges, but with group sizes that tend 

to be much smaller so that our students benefit from a higher level of personal support and guidance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

An Outstanding Academic Record 
 

The Top 100 Independent Schools at A-Level 

1. Colchester Royal Grammar School, Colchester 1434 

2. King's College School, London 1349 

3. Sevenoaks School, Sevenoaks 1335.6 

4. Adcote School for Girls, Shrewsbury 1318.5 

5. King Edward VI Grammar School, Chelmsford 1307.6 

6. Pate's Grammar School, Cheltenham 1255.6 

7. Altrincham Grammar School for Girls, Altrincham 1253.9 

8. The Lady Eleanor Holles School, Hampton 1247.8 

9. King Edward VI High School for Girls, Birmingham 1246.6 

10. King Edward VI Camp Hill School for Boys, Birmingham 1239.9 

11. Invicta Grammar School, Maidstone 1233 

12. Colyton Grammar School, Colyton 1230.4 

13. Hockerill Anglo-European College, Bishop's Stortford 1229.9 

14. King Edward's School, Birmingham 1228.2 

15. The Tiffin Girls' School, Kingston upon Thames 1210.9 

16. Chelmsford County High School for Girls, Chelmsford 1202.9 

17. Withington Girls' School, Manchester 1196.3 

18. Heckmondwike Grammar School, Heckmondwike 1195.1 

19. St Clare's, Oxford 1190.4 

20. Colchester County High School for Girls, Colchester 1183.4 

 
 
With University places becoming ever more competitive, we are proud of our success in recent years; 

our Sixth Formers have gained some highly sought after courses, at some of the top universities in the 

country. With particular care given to applications we can report that the vast majority of students 

gained places at their first choice university. 

 

Our Staff recognise that applying for university can be a daunting experience and we guide our 

students through the application process on an individual basis.  We work to a schedule which 

includes visits to University Exhibitions, visits from universities and advisers who discuss the 

application process.  Students are encouraged to take part in planned trips to careers lectures locally 

and also to participate in our Belbin’s Profiling and Myers-Briggs assessment programme. In 2012 

university destinations of leavers included places at Russell Group universities such as Oxford, 

Imperial College and University College London. A small number of pupils seek University entry 

overseas, including the United States. 
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Adcote Sixth Form University Destinations 

 

 

Oxford University – Law 

Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Paris – Law 

University College London – Medical Physics 

Warwick University – Psychology 

Glasgow University – Business and Psychology 

Exeter University – Accountancy and Finance 

Kings College London – Business Management 

London (Royal Holloway) University – Drama 

College of Law – Law 

Imperial College London – Natural Science 

Surrey University – Media 

Loughborough University – Industrial Design 

Sheffield University – Journalism 

Bath University – Maths and Computer Science 

Southampton University – Accountancy and 

Finance 

Kent University – Drama and Theatre 

Aston University – Business Studies 

Westminster University – Criminal Justice 

London School of Fashion – Fashion Design 

Brighton University – Accountancy and Finance 

Princeton University – Molecular Biology 

University of Dundee – Medicine 

University of Birmingham – English and 

History 

University of Warwick – Politics 

Brunel University – Music 

Metropolitan Film School – Film Studies and 

Film Production 

University of Hull – Ecology 

Royal Agricultural College – Land 

Management 

University of Exeter – Finance and Accounting 

University of Warwick – Economics and 

Finance 

University of Salford – Performance: Drama 

and Theatre 

University College London – Mathematics with 

Management Studies 

University of Exeter – Business and 

Management 

Royal Agricultural University (Cirencester) – 

Rural Land Management 

University of West London (MET film school) – 

Practical Film-making 

University of Salford – Performance: Drama 

and Theatre 

Princeton University – USA – Medical Science 

 

Adcote also has an active alumni association, The Adcote Old Girls Association, which Upper Sixth 

students automatically join upon leaving. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Choosing your subject 
 

Sixth Form work requires of a student that she should follow her specialist subjects in depth. It is 

important, therefore, that a student should have not only the ability for, but also an interest in the 

subject which she chooses.  Sixth Form courses selected should be appropriate for any career you may 

be considering. It may also be that the study of one subject in depth will assist the study of another, for 

example in the case of Physics and Mathematics. 

 

Students study a broad range of subjects at AS level. The precise mix will, of course, differ in each 

case, and staff will be very willing to advise students on the merits of a particular combination. 

 

With a growing Sixth Form, the range of subjects on offer in the Sixth Form has never been better. 

Subjects offered at A Level include: 

 

Art & Design: Fine Art 

Art & Design: Textiles 

Biology 

Business & Economics 

Chemistry 

Drama & Theatre Studies 

English Literature 

Food Technology 

Geography 

History 

Mathematics 

Music 

BTEC Performing Arts 

Physics 

Psychology 

Religious Studies 

Sport & Physical Education  

 

French, Computing, Further Mathematics, Sociology are available if there is enough demand. We also 

offer Latin at GCSE level for all Sixth Formers. 

 

PSHE (personal, social & health education) and PE all form part of the compulsory curriculum at 

Adcote.  All Sixth Formers attend PE, where there are up to two compulsory lessons of games-based 

activity each week.  However, for the keen sportswoman there are opportunities to opt into many 

other activities, from CCF to Duke of Edinburgh to Fencing, as well as playing for the school teams. 

 

Careers provision is included in the Sixth Form PSHE and tutorial programme and is supplemented 

by external lectures. Applications to Universities and Colleges are made in the autumn term of the 

Upper Sixth form.  Remember that whatever the choice of career the two important factors in an 

application will be: Examination results and the School’s reference.  

 



 

 

If a student has been a prefect, House Captain, team member, acted in a play, studied a musical 

instrument, played in a band, sung in the choir, had a holiday job, written for Adcote News etc. – all of 

this will make a more interesting and desirable candidate for higher education or employment.   

 

Through personal interviews we are usually able to tailor options to match a student’s own interests as 

an individual. This level of personalised education is a special feature of Adcote School, found in few 

Sixth Form Colleges. 
 
 

 
 
 

Entry requirements 

 
In the Lower Sixth we usually advise studying up to four subjects to AS level. In the Upper Sixth three 

subjects are usually continued to full A Level (A2). Of course these are only guidelines and Adcote 

strongly believes in adopting the best combination and number of subjects for each individual student. 

 

Students joining in year 12 are encouraged to take a basic BTEC Performing Arts in acting or dance to 

gain valuable UCAS University points and to develop confidence and communicating skills. 

 

Courses at GCE Advanced level normally require at least five GCSE grades A*-C or equivalent. For 

entry to Adcote Sixth Form we like students to have a range of GCSE qualifications, including English 

and Mathematics, with an average of grade C or better. Most students starting A level courses will 

have grade B or above in their chosen subjects, or in related subjects if they have not taken that subject 

at GCSE.  

 

 

Making an Application to Adcote Sixth Form 

 
Details of the courses currently on offer at Adcote follow. Please note that, while we make every effort 

to ensure accuracy and to provide the full range of courses on offer, we reserve the right to change or 

cancel courses at any time depending on take up and the availability of resources. 

 



 

 

Please contact the School Office on 01939 260202 or at office@adcoteschool.co.uk to get further 

information or to arrange a visit.  

 
 

Study 

 
As a Sixth Form student you will be expected to take more responsibility for organising your personal 

study than you did earlier in your school career. This is an important way of preparing yourself for 

university or further study at a higher level. You will be taking fewer classes in smaller groups and 

you will have personal study periods when you will work independently in the Sixth Study Centre 

(“The Inkpot”) or Library.  

 

Study periods should never be regarded as free time for relaxing. In addition to set pieces of work 

there is always reading, research and reviewing to be done. As a general rule it is expected that for 

every hour of study that you do in class, you will need to do a further hour either in study periods or 

at home.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Working together 

 
When you enter the Sixth Form you will be assigned to a tutor group with other Year 12 students. 

Your personal tutor, who specialises in working with Sixth Form students, will be the first point of 

contact for any concerns that you, your parents or your teachers might have about the progress of your 

studies.  

 

You will join your tutor group for morning registration and for group activities in tutor time. You will 

also meet your tutor on an individual basis for regular review and counselling sessions where together 

you will review progress and plan your way forward. 

 

Your personal tutor will help you with:  

 

Advice concerning careers including further and higher education, applications for university or 

employment and educational and personal issues. 

 

Regular reports are sent home so that parents can see how you are doing, what improvements might 

be needed and what additional support you might need. Parents’ Evenings held part of the way 

through each year provide an opportunity for in depth discussion with personal tutors and with 

subject teachers. Guidance and counselling is a particular strength of Adcote Sixth Form. We make it 

our business to be available to you and your parents whenever you need our help and to give you 

high quality personalised support to assist you to achieve your ambitions. 

 

Dress and behaviour code 
 
Adcote Sixth Form provides an adult learning environment with a clear focus on learning and 

personal study.  All students are expected to present and conduct themselves in a way that shows 

responsibility and respect for others. To reflect this focus Sixth Formers should wear a smart business 

suit in dark colours-Navy, Black or Charcoal Grey, with a skirt at or below the knee. A trouser suit is 

also permissible. A standard, smart plain blouse should be worn with the suit. By taking pride in their 

appearance, Sixth Formers thus take the lead in setting an example to younger students.  

 
 

      
 

 



 

 

Boarding     
 
Students can choose to become boarders. The boarding accommodation for Sixth Formers is situated 

either in the spacious upstairs rooms of a Grade I listed building allowing each girl to have a single or 

double study bedroom.  Alternatively our new Aston Hall boarding house opened in 2014 and offers 

twin en-suite study bedrooms and common room for boarders. Each room is individually decorated 

and everyone is encouraged to personalise their rooms with their choice of posters and personal 

belongings.  

 

 

Preparing for Life 
 
Here at Adcote, the staff encourage girls to become responsible, independent and hard working young 

adults. Each sixth former will be responsible for a duty every three weeks, and will then be 

encouraged to show visitors around the school or be part of the tuck shop committee.  Many students 

are involved in our mentoring programme supporting younger girls. 

 

 
 

 

However, “all work and no play …”!  Sixth Formers are encouraged to participate in the variety of 

extra curricular activities that are on offer during the week and at the weekends. There are regular 

visits into Shrewsbury for shopping, visits to the theatre, careers lectures, and the cinema.  Adcote 

Extra now offers activities beyond prep time such as Badminton, Volleyball, English Tea Club and 

Cookery.  With the flexibility that is on offer here at Adcote, we are not only providing the best in 

academic education but we are also encouraging each girl in our care to become self sufficient and 

fully equipped to face the challenge of life in the 21st century, whether that be at university or in the 

world of work 
 

 



 

 

Scholarships 

 
Scholarships to the value of 100% of the tuition fees are available to be awarded to suitable candidates 

entering Adcote School at Sixth Form level. Scholarships are available to reward excellence and talent 

and are awarded based on the results of scholarship examinations. Scholarships can be enhanced after 

means testing with a bursary of up to 100% of fees.    
                           

 

 

 

                

Life in the Sixth Form  

 
The Sixth Form is an important time, as further education is dependent on your AS and A2 results. At 

Adcote there are very small classes in the Sixth Form, which enables the teachers to work closely with 

the pupils and to be aware of the progress they are making. All the Staff are friendly and it is their 

priority to ensure that every pupil fulfils their true potential. 

 

One of the main roles of a Sixth Former is to take on responsibility within the School through Prefect 

positions. We believe this has helped students to become more confident and independent. There is a 

strong link between students and Staff and this enhances the efficient running of the School. The 

responsibilities given help us to gain self-respect and develop personal skills. 

 

 
 

 

 

‘At Adcote there is a happy medium. Not only do we feel stretched by academic work and 

responsibilities, there are also many extra activities provided. Members of the Sixth Form take part in 

clubs varying from singing in the School Choir to Fencing and Horse riding. One of the privileges of life 

in the Sixth Form is the additional freedom’. 

 

 

‘We all feel that Sixth Form life at Adcote has helped us to form close friendships and has prepared us for 

future working life’. 



 

 

 

SUBJECTS AND COURSES 
 

GCE Art and Design – Fine Art 

 

 

 
The Art AS level is made up of two components or ‘units’: 

             Unit 1 portfolio 

             Unit 2 externally set examination (5 hours). 

This one year course should appeal to students wanting to extend their expertise in the visual Arts from GCSE 

level. The course will be tailored to suit each candidate according to former experience. Familiarisation of basic 

skills and shared projects will help everyone to tackle the challenges of new work programmes which will 

include gallery visits and specialist workshops. Students can choose from a wide variety of materials offered on 

the course, plus the chance to develop their imagination and skills in a well-equipped studio. 

 

Painting, drawing, ceramics, sculpture and printmaking are just a few of the areas that can be explored through 

programmes designed to offer opportunities to develop imaginative personal expression. Themed topics will 

allow studies to grow using the experience of analytical thought and problem solving. Reference to other styles, 

genres and context should be recorded and evaluated through a sketchbook. 

 

Unit 1. Students will be shown how to approach project work. In-depth research offers the opportunity for each 

student to contribute imaginative and original work. Making creative decisions and developing independent 

skills will be gathered to add to their folder of work/ sketchbook. During the course, a design brief based on 

figurative, abstract or symbolic art forms will inform and guide the student. 

 

In Fine Art an understanding of formal elements such as tone, colour, texture shape and form will be reviewed 

together with an awareness of pictorial space/ real space, composition, rhythm, scale and structure. The 

coursework folder can consist of 1 extended project or a group of smaller projects, with written research. 

 

Unit 2 is the AS level 5 hour controlled test. There is a preparatory period following the examination start date 

before you will be expected to produce a developmental idea. Final realisation is not expected within the five 

hours, but the piece will show potential developments. The preparatory work, research and sketchbook studies 

combined with the five-hour piece and final piece will form a total presentation to meet the assessment criteria. 

Graded out of 80 marks, it represents 50% of the AS grade and 25% of the A level. 

 

The AS course is completed in its own right and can be extended into a full A Level over two years by 

completing the A2 course. 

 



 

 

   
 

Year 13 (A2 level) 

The Art A2 level is made up of two components or ‘units’: 

             Unit 3 Personal Investigation 

             Unit 4 externally set examination (15 hours). 

 

Unit 3 In Year 2, the student can look forward to developing their skills and creative studies. Their first project 

takes the form of a personal investigation; the title for this unit is designed by the student and guided by the 

teacher. This is a practical unit, which usually takes the form of a sketchbook with written elements (between 

1000 and 3000 words) in which students are expected to develop their research on an idea, issue, concept or 

theme leading to a finished piece. This unit of work must demonstrate links with some aspects of contemporary 

or past practice of artists. 

 

Unit 4  is the A2 15 hour controlled test. There is a preparatory period following the examination start date 

where you will be expected to produce developmental ideas before a final realisation within the fifteen-hour 

examination time. The preparatory work, research and sketchbook studies combined with the fifteen-hour final 

piece will form a total presentation to meet the assessment criteria.  

 

Assessment 

Your teacher will initially assess all your coursework, and you will receive written feedback as to your progress, 

your strengths and areas where you need to put in more effort. At the end of the course there will be an 

exhibition and your work will be externally moderated. 

We follow the AQA syllabus and their assessment objectives. 

 

Course details 

AS Level includes: 

Unit 1 Coursework Portfolio (25% of total A Level) 

Unit 2 Externally-Set Assignment 5 hours supervised time (Exam)   

(25% of total A Level) 

A2 Level includes: 

Unit 3 Personal Investigation supported by 1000-3000 words (25% of total A Level) 

Unit 4 Externally-Set assignment 15 hours supervised time (Exam)  

(25% of total A Level) 

 

Art and Design qualifications are viewed as important due to the commitment and organisational skills that are 

required to achieve them, both at University but also in the workplace.  

 



 

 

 GCE Art and Design –  Textiles  

 

 
 

 

GCE Art and Design (Textile Design) AQA 

The A Level course requires that students are introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a range of textile 

media and techniques. Relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a range of art, craft and design that 

relates to past and recent times, including European and non-European examples will be investigated. The 

influences of these examples will be interpreted through practical and critical activities and demonstrate the 

students’ understanding of different styles, genres and traditions. 

 

Students will explore drawing techniques using a variety of methods and media. The use of sketchbooks/ 

workbooks/ journals will be essential to their development. 

 

Students are required to work in one or more areas of textiles, such as constructed and installed textiles, printed 

or dying fabrics, domestic textiles, wallpaper and interior design and /or fashion. By the end of the course 

students will be able to demonstrate their skills gained throughout the course and use them to produce exciting 

and skilled pieces of textile work. They will have gained an understanding of different elements of textile 

design such as shape, colour, texture, pattern, harmony, contrast and /or repetition and have an appreciation of 

the relationship between form and function. An understanding of a variety of textile methods, such as fabric 

printing (mono printing, relief printing and / or screen-printing), fabric painting, tie-dye, batik, spraying, 

transfer, fabric construction and stitching (appliqué, patchwork, padding, quilting and /or embroidery) will be 

acquired. 

 

Course details 

AS Level includes: 

Unit 1 Coursework Portfolio (25% of total A Level) 

Unit 2 Externally-Set Assignment 5 hours supervised time (Exam)  

(25% of total A Level) 

 

A2 Level includes: 

Unit 3 Personal Investigation supported by 1000-3000 words (25% of total A Level) 

Unit 4 Externally-Set assignment 15 hours supervised time (Exam)  

(25% of total A Level) 

 

Students have the freedom to explore their own lines of inquiry, experiment with different materials to create 

innovative and exiting pieces of textiles work. 

Please note: Students can study both Art and Design (Textile Design) and Art and Design (Fine Art) 

 

 

 



 

 

GCE Biology 
 

 
 

 

Why choose Biology A Level? 

Biology involves the study of a wide range of exciting topics, ranging from molecular biology to the 

study of ecosystems and from microbes to mammoths. Biology is never far from the headlines 

either…. 

The human genome has been sequenced and we know the complete arrangement of three thousand 

million bases that make up human DNA. In Kenya 350 people die every day from AIDS and in South 

East Asia the skies are dark with smoke as the last Bornean rainforests are burnt to grow oil palms. 

Biologists are concerned with all these issues. They work in the fields of cell biology, medicine, food 

production and ecology …. the work they do is essential to us all. 

 

Your key learning topics 

In the first year you will study two main topics: ‘Biology and Disease’ (including cell structure and 

function, digestion, Cholera, heart, lungs and immunology); ‘The Variety of Living Organisms’ (DNA, 

genes, natural selection, biodiversity, adaptation).   

 

After the AS exams, students continuing to A2 Biology go to the Field Studies Council’s ecology study 

centre at Malham Tarn, in the North York Moors National Park for a five day residential field trip to 

gain experience in outdoor ecological methods. (There is an additional cost for this trip). Year 2 helps 

you build on that firm foundation and, like year one has two academic topics, ‘Populations and 

Ecology’ and ‘Control in Cells and Organisms’.   

 

In both years, practical skills are continuously assessed during lessons and tested by an internally 

marked practical test which is set by the examination board. 

 

Who takes this course? 

Biology is one of the most popular A Level subjects in the country, attracting students studying a wide 

range of other subjects, including chemistry, psychology and food technology. Many of these students 

enjoy the subject so much they eventually choose a biology related degree course. Others go on to 

careers in law, computing, accounting, or teaching. So whatever field you will eventually work in, you 

will find biology a very rewarding and challenging course which will develop many of the skills 

essential for a successful career. 

 



 

 

Where will success take me? 

Biology is a great choice for people who want a career in health and clinical professions, such as 

medicine, dentistry, veterinary science, physiotherapy, pharmacology, optometry, nursing, zoology, 

marine biology or forensic science. Biologists are central to developing the new gene technologies and 

assessing their impact and, on a larger scale, to understanding human impacts on marine and 

terrestrial ecosystems. 

 

What skills will I learn? 

Biology A Level helps students develop a number of skills 

 How to collect data and evaluate it 

 How to investigate facts and use deduction 

 How to put over your point of view effectively 

 How to take responsibility for your own learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                              

 

 

 



 

 

GCE Chemistry 
 

 
 

Can I do this course? 

This qualification is suitable for students who 

 Have an interest in, and enjoyment of Chemistry 

 Would like to support and complement other qualifications or progress onto further studies. 

Chemistry at A Level links well with Mathematics, Physics, Biology, Geography and Home 

Economics. 

 

What does the course involve? 

A foundation in chemical principles requires a full consideration of the fundamental laws and patterns 

of chemistry. A far more detailed insight into the three main areas of chemistry are covered – Physical 

Chemistry, Organic Chemistry and Inorganic Chemistry. 

 

Practical skills in analytical and synthesis techniques are developed. Assessment is by both written 

examination and practical coursework tasks.  The A2 course is examined at the end of year 13 by 

terminal examination.  In certain circumstances, where there is a clear need, the option to sit an AS 

level at the end of year 12 may be possible. 

 

What will I learn? 

Besides the fundamental pure chemistry, the applications and impacts of that chemistry in social, 

environmental, technology and economic contexts are emphasised. 

 

What could I do with A Level Chemistry? 

A Level Chemistry is a prerequisite to study Medicine, Veterinary Science and Forensics at Higher 

Education – and Chemistry! You can also proceed onto courses in Pharmacology, Environmental 

Science and Metallurgy. 

 

A Level Chemistry is a highly regarded qualification with employers and Higher Education 

establishments as it is rigorous and develops important transferable skills such as critical and abstract 

thinking. You can therefore go on to study a wide variety of unrelated subjects from archaeology to 

Zoology, Computer Science to Management, Law and Midwifery.  You can also go on to Higher 

Education programmes in chemical sciences and other related programmes. Employment in the areas 

of Pharmacy, Biotechnology, environmental monitoring, forensics and polymer development is also an 

option.  Again, the high regard of the subject means that students with subjects such as A Level 

Chemistry are in demand and successful in areas as diverse as Journalism, Law and Accountancy. 



 

 

GCE Economics & Business Studies 
 

 
 

This specification covers the characteristics students need to develop to be successful in business and 

how new or existing businesses generate their product or service ideas and test them through market 

research.  Students will also consider the competition in the market, the economic climate, how the 

business might be financed and how much revenue the idea might generate.  The student will also 

have to understand the relationship between the government, producer and consumer in order to 

analyse external influences on different types of businesses. 

 

Students will have the opportunity to: 

 Explore current issues in business and economics and to investigate problems which are of 

current interest and importance in the domestic and international context of the UK economy. 

 Think of a new business idea and how they might research and develop it. 

 Make justifiable decisions and offer solutions to such problems using both quantitative and 

qualitative methods, taking into account opportunity and cost. 

 Be aware of the threats, constraints and opportunities arising from membership of the 

European Union and the global economy. 

 Learn about international business, equipping them either to work in or to manage a business 

in an international context. 

 Develop an understanding of the need for businesses to adopt a moral/ethical stance in their 

decision-making and a responsible attitude towards the physical environment. 

 

The units that will be studied in Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced GCE in Economics and Business 

Studies are: 

 

AS level – Unit 1: Developing New Business Ideas; Unit 2b: Business Economics. 

This involves two examination papers in June each of one hour and fifteen minutes. 

 

A2 level – Unit 3: International Business; Unit 4b: The Wider Economic Environment and Business. 

This involves two examination papers in June each of one hour and thirty minutes. 

 

This specification provides a suitable foundation for the study of Economics and Business Studies 

or a related area through a range of higher education course, e.g. degree courses in Finance and 

Economics, Accountancy, Business Administration and Business Management.  The majority of 

professions and careers will require an appreciation of business techniques and management 

expertise. 



 

 

GCE English Literature 
 

 
 
This coherent specification has a distinct philosophy which centres on different ways of reading and 

the connections that exist between texts within a literary genre. In this way, students can gain a solid 

understanding of how texts can be connected and how they can be interpreted in multiple ways in 

order that students can arrive at their own interpretations and become confident autonomous readers. 

Students are then not only equipped with the knowledge and skills needed for exams, but also 

experience a rich, challenging and coherent approach to English literature that provides an excellent 

basis for further study in the subject.  
 

Paper one: Literary Genres – Drama: 

 

Genre study is at the heart of English Literature B and the two broad genres available for study are 

tragedy and comedy. Just as meanings of texts are not fixed, neither are definitions of genre, which 

frequently change and become blurred. The texts offered, therefore, are not necessarily classic 

examples of established genres, and this is reflected in the modifying words ‘aspects of’. Indeed, the 

specification takes into account the fact that writers often subvert the genre in which they are writing. 

 

 

Paper 2: Literary genres: prose and poetry 

 

In Literary genres, the texts are again connected through a mainstream literary genre: either Aspects of 

tragedy or Aspects of comedy. Tragedy and comedy have a long tradition in literature, with their 

origins in the ancient world and with a specific emphasis on drama. Texts have been selected and 

grouped together because they share some of the common features of traditional tragic and comic 

drama while also offering some interesting variations. We are, therefore, looking at an older historical 

form and measuring later texts and their approaches to tragedy or comedy against a literary genre 

which is long established. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A2 Level 

 

Paper one: Literary genres  - Aspects of Comedy 

 

At the centre of all set texts are stories which primarily amuse, where the discomfort of characters generally 

excites laughter rather than concern and where no great disaster occurs. All texts contain a love interest for the 

protagonist and marriage is a focal point. In all cases society itself (as represented in the texts), and the 

behaviour of men and women in it, are ridiculed. The texts must be explored in terms of the aspects that are 

apparent in them. The absence of an aspect might also be of note.  

 

Paper two: Texts and genres  

 

In Texts and genres, in contrast to the literary genres of tragedy and comedy, the texts are grouped 

together as having elements of more modern genres: either crime writing or political and social protest 

writing. These genres, which are heavily influenced by culture, are continually evolving. 

 

Non-exam assessment: Theory and independence  

 

This component is designed to allow students to read widely, to choose their own texts (if appropriate) 

and to understand that contemporary study of literature needs to be informed by the fact that different 

theoretical and critical methods can be applied to the subject. This area of the course provides a 

challenging and wide-ranging opportunity for an introduction to different ways of reading texts and 

for independent study. The title ‘Theory and independence’ highlights the important idea that, within 

a literature course, students should have the opportunity to work as independently as possible. A 

range of differentiated texts and tasks will ideally be seen across a school’s or college’s non-exam 

assessment submission for this component. 

 

In this component, students write about two different literary texts. One of the texts must be a poetry 

text and the other must be prose. Each text must be linked to a different section of the Critical 

anthology. Students cannot choose texts from any of the A-Level exam set text lists.  

 

Texts chosen for study may include texts in translation that have been influential and significant in the 

development of literature in English. The translated text should be treated as the original writer’s own 

words for assessment purposes. Texts chosen for study allow access to a range of critical views and 

interpretations, including over time, and maximise opportunities for writing with reference to the 

AQA Critical anthology.  

 

The study of the Critical anthology supports the exploration of different meanings in literary texts and 

offers different ways of reading. Having explored their chosen text in the light of some critical ideas, 

students then demonstrate their understanding through their written work, comprising of two pieces 

of writing, one on each of the chosen texts. Students produce two essays of 1,250-1,500 words.  
 

 

 



 

 

E A L  and  I E L T S 
 

 
 

In the EAL department we focus on the teaching of two qualifications: the English as a Second 

Language IGCSE and the IELTS examination for University entrance.  Both of these courses are taught 

over two years, though in the case of the IELTS, if a candidate shows high or outstanding ability, they 

may be allowed to enter for the exam before this period. 

 

Our ethos in the department is to provide a wide and varied learning experience for the students, one 

which places an emphasis on the acquisition of language through a broad range of materials. The core 

texts that are used for each course are not a regular feature in each lesson, but complement material 

ranging from video and audio clips, authentic reading articles, and extension exercises from online 

sites. 

 

Further to this, we also believe passionately in the importance of our students being well read and 

aware of current events happening around the world. As such, we include one lesson a week for our 

IGCSE students (Years 10 and 11) devoted solely to a class reader. Examples so far have included 

“Animal Farm”, “The Beach” and “The Body”.  As well as deepening the students vocabulary and 

range of expression, these texts are used to practice exam style tasks, but in a more refreshing and 

stimulating context. 

 

This element is continued into the IELTS course (Year 12 and 13) where students read and adapt 

articles related more closely to their interests and academic pursuits – again, exam style technique is 

applied to link in with the requirements of the IELTS. 

 

Finally, we set mock examinations throughout the year. (Between two to three in Year 10, three in Year 

11 and four in Years 12/13). We feel that because of the emphasis we give to external reading/extra 

materials and extension activities, by the time of the exam the students will be in an ideal position to 

succeed, having experienced a far broader and diverse learning experience.  

 

 

 



 

 

GCE French 
 

 
 

A-level French is a rewarding course of study that accommodates the linguistic level of students newly 

qualified in GCSE French.  The course provides a range of stimulating study topics with 

contemporary, literary and cultural content.  It also concentrates on developing oral fluency and 

conversation skills. 

 

Students will be able to communicate readily in French for a variety of purposes and will have a useful 

knowledge and insights into French-speaking cultures, both contemporary and historic.  They will also 

develop valuable skills for foreign travel, further education and employment. 

 

For AS students, four AS topics must be studied: 

 

MEDIA 

Television  Advertising Communication technology 

 

POPULAR CULTURE 

Cinema Music Fashion/trends 

 

HEALTHY LIVING/LIFESTYLE 

Sport/exercise Health and well being  Holidays 

 

FAMILY/RELATIONSHIPS 

Relationships within family Friendships Marriage/partnerships 

 

The AS French exam consists of 2 units: 

 

Unit 1 

Listening, Reading and Writing 

70% of AS, 35% of A Level 2 hour written examination 

110 marks 

 

Unit 2 

Speaking Test 

30% of AS, 15% of A Level 

15 minutes speaking test 



 

 

GCE Food Technology 
 

 
 

Subject Content: 

 At AS and A2 Level students should develop an understanding of the physical properties of a 

broad range of ingredients and components. 

 They should have a good understanding of the methods by which ingredients and components 

can be manipulated to make products. 

 Students should develop the knowledge and understanding of the broader issues for the 

designer such as the environmental sustainability of the products, health issues and social 

factors and the influence of culture and consumer safety. 

 

Coursework projects will provide opportunities for students to learn more about the use of CAD and 

CAM, also Food Safety and Hygiene issues as well as Food Labelling. 

 

To take this subject girls should have studied Food Technology at GCSE level. 

 

There will be many opportunities to design, investigate, make and taste recipes! 

 

Leiths School of Food and Wine Cookery Courses 
 

At present the ‘Toolbox’ course is offered in September each year.  

 

Consisting of twelve 3 hour cooking sessions, plus 3 theory sessions, this hands-on, fun-packed course 

will give students, working as a pair, the opportunity to master the building blocks of cooking. Pupils 

will gain a range of key cooking skills including knife skills, time planning, food safety, and hygiene 

and healthy eating as they learn to cook tasty dishes such as Moroccan lamb tagine and herb couscous, 

Rosemary foccacia, Macaroni cheese, Salmon fillets with a sweet and hot crust, Roast with all the 

trimmings and Chocolate roulade. 

Pupils will complete a time plan for each lesson and a diary to illustrate their understanding of all the 

topics covered. In the final session pupils will cook a celebratory Middle Eastern sharing menu. Upon 

successful completion of the course they will receive a Leiths Certificate of Attendance. 

From simple meals to food for friends, pupils will gain the skills and inspiration to keep on cooking 

with confidence long after the course has finished. This course fulfils the requirements for the ‘New 

Skill’ section of the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award. 



 

 

GCE Geography 
 

  
 

 

 Do you care about the environment, poverty, economic issues and sustainability? Do you want to know how they 

work?  

 Do you want to know how the world will change and how you can influence the change and be part of creating a 

positive future? 

 Do you wish to understand more about current events throughout the world and have an insight into global issues 

and problems? 

 Are you interested in questions like - natural hazards are they getting worse and more frequent – how can we 

control them?  

 

A Level Geography is all about getting a better understanding of how the world we live in works.  It’s a great 

general subject to take giving you a background to key issues of today related to the environment and 

sustainability, poverty, the economic state of the world, the relationship between politics and current social and 

economic challenges.    Whatever you do in the future this understanding will be useful.  Society, economy and 

the environment needs more people with a robust and critical understanding of how the world works – so that 

we can change it whatever we do! 

 

Taken further it can lead to careers with a geographical background such as planning, environmental 

management, renewable energy, teaching, business, the caring professions, law and retailing.   It is one of the 

few subjects that can be taken as a science or arts subject at University.  

 

About the course 

Unit 1 – GEOG1 

Physical and Human Geography: Rivers, Cold environments, Coasts, Deserts, Population, Food Supply, 

Energy and Health.  

70% of AS, 35% of A Level; 2 hour written examination 

 

Unit 2 – GEOG2  

Geographical Skills  

30% of AS, 15% of A Level; 1 hour written examination 

 

Unit 3 – GEOG3: 

Contemporary Geographical Issues: Plate Tectonics, Weathers, Ecosystems, Cities, Globalisation, Conflicts 

and challenges 

30% of A Level; 2 hour 30 minutes written examination 

 

Unit 4 – either GEO4A Geography Fieldwork Investigation or GEO4B Geographical Issue Evaluation 

20% of A Level; 1 hour 30 minutes written examination 

 



 

 

GCE History 
 

 
 

History is very popular and highly regarded subject, going well with a wide range of other subjects, 

enabling students to add breadth to their Sixth Form Studies.   

 

What will I study and how will I be assessed?   

From September 2015 we will study the OCR History A (H505) Specification.  The course will enable 

students to:  

 

 Study the history of more than one country or state in addition to the study of British history. 

 Undertake a thematic study, covering an extended period of history of approximately 100 years  

 Explore a topic in history they have an interest in through the coursework element. 

 

The following units will be studied:  

 

British period study and enquiry  

 

Students study an element of British History.  This is a source based unit and is examined through an 

examination paper and is worth 25% of the total A Level.   

 

Non-British period study 

 

Students study an element of non-British History.  This is examined through an examination paper 

and is worth 15% of the total A Level.   

 

Thematic study and historical interpretations  

 

In this unit students complete a thematic study over a period of 100 years and three in-depth studies of 

events, individuals and issues that are key parts of the theme.  Students must then evaluate a range of 

different interpretations on these events, individuals and issues.  The unit is examined through an 

examination paper worth 40% of the total A Level.   

 

Topic based essay  

 

Students complete a 3000-4000 word essay on a topic of their choice, which may either arise out of 

content they have studied elsewhere in the course or alternatively they may choose a topic of personal 

interest to them.  This unit is completed in lessons before being internally assessed and externally 

moderated.  The coursework element is worth 20% of the total A Level.   



 

 

GCE Latin 

 

 

Why take Latin A-Level? 

Latin A-Level is a stimulating, rigorous and above all enjoyable subject for students with an aptitude 

for language. It is suitable for students who have already proved to be competent linguists at GCSE. A 

qualification in Latin is universally respected and shows that the student has worked hard to master a 

difficult and complex subject.   

 

What skills will it give me? 

Universities look favourably upon Latin, which is seen to be a highly academic subject. In the past, 

passing a Latin examination used to be an entry requirement for every course at Oxford or Cambridge! 

The subject is popular with employers as it fosters transferable skills such as an analytical mind, an 

excellent range of vocabulary and grammar, and a logical approach to problem-solving. 

 

What are the examinations like? 

The Latin A-Level examinations consist of two language papers (where students have to translate 

passages which they have not seen before, and answer comprehension questions) and two literature 

papers, with set texts in both prose (eg Cicero/Tacitus) and verse (eg Ovid/Virgil).  

 

What else will I gain from the course? 

As well as developing a mastery of the Latin language, the A Level course encourages students to see 

the bigger picture of the ancient cultures whose ideas are expressed in the literature studied. Besides 

preparing for the examinations, pupils will be encouraged to read around the subject and enjoy a 

deeper knowledge of the culture and literature of the ancient world. 

 



 

 

GCE Mathematics & Further Mathematics 
 

    

 
Can I do this course? 

Mathematics is full of beauty and elegance. Mathematical patterns are everywhere from the seeds in a 

sunflower to the spots on a dog. In A Level Mathematics you will begin to learn the powerful techniques that 

allow you to model and understand a wide variety of natural and man-made processes. The Pure Mathematics 

strands will build on your GCSE work to develop the necessary foundation skills, and the Applied Mathematics 

strands look at a wide variety of applications. A lot of Maths is about problem solving, so if you like to rise to 

the challenge of a previously unseen problem, this could be the course for you. In addition to enjoying Maths 

and wanting to do the subject, you will be expected to have achieved at least a grade B in your GCSE, at Higher 

Level.  

 

What will I learn? 

Pure Maths will build on your work at GCSE and bring more depth to your understanding of algebra and 

trigonometry, as well as introducing the exciting new topic of calculus. Pure Maths will make up half of the 

course at A-Level, or two thirds of the AS course. We follow the OCR Syllabus. Students opting for Further 

Mathematics, either at AS or A-Level, will take further Pure Maths which includes complex numbers and 

matrices and will be able to take additional applied modules.  

 

Applied modules are taken from some or all of the following areas: 

 Mechanics looks at physical problems such as “Why does a spinning top sometimes flip over?” and “How 

can snooker players pot a ball off the cushion?” Complex problems are turned into simple ones with modelling 

techniques and all of your Pure Maths has a chance to come to life.  

 Statistics is all about making sense of lots of numbers and drawing conclusions from surveys and 

experiments. You can improve your skill at card games by studying probability and then lie about your success 

rate with statistics.  

 Discrete Maths is all about practical problem solving. Which is the best way to fit all of your luggage into 

the car when going on holiday, and which is the shortest route to the airport? You can also study game theory, 

such as the prisoner’s dilemma – is it better to confess to or deny the accusation? 

 

Who needs Maths anyway? 

With an A-level in Mathematics, the world is your oyster. Degree courses in science, engineering and economics 

will require Maths. Computing, architecture, geography, psychology, sociology and medicine will all use Maths 

to a greater or lesser extent. Universities and employers see Maths as a strong A-level to have, and of course, 

could studying anything else be this much fun? 

 

 



 

 

GCE Music 
 

 
 

Can I do this course? 

 

The course is aimed at those students who have both ability and interest in performing, composing 

and listening to different styles of music. Students must also wish to broaden their experience and 

deepen their understanding of both live and recorded music.  

 

It is not necessary to have taken Music at GCSE Level but students must have equivalent musical 

achievement and experience. 

 

What will I learn? 

 

The course demands performing, composing, listening and analytical skills in almost equal measure. 

Skills in performing and composing in a range of styles will be important and the set works and 

general listening will include a wide variety of examples, including classical, pop and world music.  

 

Besides being essential for any Music degree, Music A Level is often considered as a good balancing 

subject with other more academic subjects such as English, Languages, Science and Mathematics. 

 

What could I go on to do? 

 

Career opportunities include work in the field of Performing Arts as well as television, composing, 

music publishing, music journalism, recording and sound engineering, primary and secondary 

teaching, music libraries, broadcasting and performing. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Level 3 BTEC Performing Arts 

 

   
 

 Do you love acting? 

Do you want to direct your own production? 

Are you mad about the Musicals? 

Have you tried script-writing? 

Have you an ambition to be in films or on the television?  

 

BTEC Performing Arts is a wide ranging course that can offer you experience of all forms of theatre and 

television performance.  The course is assignment based with students following a range of options designed to 

suit their own particular needs. Students entering the course at level 3 should have 4 GCSE’s at A* to C or the 

equivalent qualification 

 

The training is aimed at those wanting to follow a career in the Performing Arts as either a performer or 

administrator and with over 40 options on offer; the course can be designed to suit individual preferences. 

 

Rehearsal and performances form the backbone of the course; amongst the most popular options are: 

 Acting for TV or Stage 

 Directing 

 Stage management 

 Children’s theatre 

 Auditioning techniques 

 Script Writing 

 

There are compulsory subjects including Rehearsal and Performance, The History of Theatre and the Business practice 

of the Performing Arts.  Students complete assignments based on the particular option studied and these are 

marked by the teacher and verified externally – there is no final examination. 

 

The course is a BTEC National Diploma and has the same status as three A Levels, and it is recognised by 

Colleges and Universities as an entry qualification.  In 2012 all students completing the course achieved 

distinction. 

Many of our productions are performed in the community, including touring to local schools, presenting in 

school to parents and associates and supporting the junior school through the dance and drama presentations. 

 

Dance BTEC  can be taken as a stand-alone qualification or to build up your performing arts portfolio.  Dance 

subjects covered include Jazz Dance, Contemporary, Choreography and performing dance to an audience.  

There is no specific need for students to have studied dance before, but prior knowledge will allow you to 

progress more quickly and to develop your ideas in more depth. 
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GCE Physics  
 

 
 

Physics is interwoven into virtually every aspect of our lives.  Every electrical device you use, 

including mobile phones, depends upon basic physics concepts and principles.  Every mechanical 

device, including cars, also relies on applications of physics.  Your body has also developed sense 

organs that take into account and adapt to the behaviour of sound, light, heat, electrical and 

mechanical systems.  You are a biological machine adapted to be successful in a world where physical 

principles permeate everywhere. 
 

Physics can give you a greater understanding of strange behaviours!  These happen both on a very 

small scale and also on very large scales:  particles that sometimes behave as if they were waves, 

particles that seem to tunnel through matter, some that cannot be seen, black holes, wormholes, quarks 

and strangeness numbers! At the other extreme, you will look at the largest possible scale: the 

Universe, and find out there are some very strange behaviour indeed, which cannot be explained by 

laws that our famous Physicist Isaac Newton  

discovered.  Yet, these laws were good enough to be used in sending the first men to the Physics is not 

set in stone…fixed and for all time.  It, like other science, is constantly evolving and new theories, 

discoveries, and ways of thinking gradually take the place of previous knowledge and understanding.   
 

You can be part of this new age of discovery. 
 

What does the course consist of? 

From September 2015 we will be following the 2 year linear* AQA A Level Physics specification. In 

year 12 we will cover the following material: 

 Measurements and their errors 

 Particles and radiation 

 Mechanics and materials 
 

In year 13 you will cover the additional material: 

 Further mechanics and thermal physics 

 Fields and their consequences 
 

There will then be the option of one of the following subjects dependant on majority; 

 Turning points in physics 
 

Throughout the two years we also develop students’ practical skills and understanding of how to 

handle data, for students taking the full A level this contributes to the A level Practical Endorsement, 

which is awarded alongside their A level grade. (*In special circumstances AS Level Physics can be 

provided). 



 

 

 

Physics suits someone who is fascinated by how things work. Physics is most often studied alongside 

Maths, Economics, Biology, Computing or Chemistry, but it can give an analytical edge to any 

portfolio of subjects. It suits someone who enjoys problem-solving, is interested in explaining how the 

material world works and would like a practical subject. We find that a grade B or above in Maths at 

GCSE is a good starting point to do well in Physics but it is not necessary to continue Maths at A level. 

If you pursue the subject at university you will find that Physics graduates are in great demand, as 

pilots, engineers, accountants, management/computer analysts, in the City – anywhere that profound 

analytical skills are required. What might the subject lead onto? Physics is a subject very well regarded 

by universities and is important if you want to study Explore the Universe with us…  

 

GCE Psychology  
 

 
Psychology represents our efforts to understand ourselves and why we do the things we do. 

Psychology at A Level provides an introduction to this complex and diverse field of enquiry.  

 

The course develops students’ ability to understand, apply, and criticize theories.  

 

Furthermore it will develop a critical awareness of the strengths and shortcomings of different means 

of investigation and how knowledge is interpreted in a field that is still developing. 

 

Syllabus Content for AS/A2 Psychology 

 

AS A2 

Memory, Forgetting, Eye Witness 

Testimony 

Theories and functions of Sleep. 

Study of Romantic Relationships. 

Deprivation & Privation, 

Attachments, Effects of Day-care  

The Study of Gender differences 

Cultural bias in gender studies. 

Stress, Causes of Stress, Stress 

Management 

Psychological models of Aggressive 

Behaviour. 

Definitions & Explanations of 

Abnormality. 

Psychopathology 

Schizophrenia.  

Conformity & Obedience to 

Authority. 

Issues, Debates, and Approaches in 

Psychology 

Research Methods and Ethical 

Issues.  

Research Methods and the Scientific 

Model. 

 



 

 

Extra Curricular Opportunities 

 
Adcote Sixth Form is a fast developing, vibrant part of the school.  We offer an opportunity for 

forward-thinking, ambitious girls to study in beautiful surroundings with like-minded students.   

There are leadership opportunities in sports, fund raising, clubs and  societies.  Each student can 

access a wealth of extra- curricular activities; a summarised list is below.   

Eco-Club 

The Gough Society 

Debating Club 

Creative Writing Club 

Fencing 

Ballet 

Gymnastics 

Sports and team games 

Rotary Interact 

CCF / Duke of Edinburgh 

Public Speaking 

Life Drawing 

 

Adcote Sixth Form is a place where hard work, commitment to study and to take on challenges is 

balanced by opportunities to travel and experience learning in new environments. 

 

Sixth Form Study Trips Abroad: 

 

Lessons from Auchwitz Project – Poland 

Student Exchange Programme – Czech Republic 

Skiing Trip – French Alps 

Model United Nations – Poland 

Battlefields of World War I – Belgium and France 

 

Adcote Sixth Form prides itself in preparing students for further intensive study at University and to 

become vital citizens in the working world.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


