
Joining our Sixth Form

Day and Boarding



Welcome 

Academically challenging but always with a sense of 
fun and a determination to achieve the best possible 
outcome, in every sense, for every student – that is 
the hallmark of our Sixth Form.

d’Overbroeck’s started life as a Sixth Form and over the years 
has evolved and grown to become a successful 11 – 18 school 
with around 600 students. With some 330 students in the 
Lower and Upper Sixth, the Sixth Form remains the biggest part 
of our school. 

In addition to our own Year 11s progressing into the Sixth Form, 
we have a substantial intake of new students (some 120+) 
who join our Lower Sixth each year. A mix of day students and 
boarders, these new students choose to move to d’Overbroeck’s 
from local independent and state schools or from other parts of 
the UK and abroad.

Why do they choose to do so? There are, of course, as many 
different reasons as there are students. Predominantly, though, 
the reasons lie in the combination of the compellingly distinctive 
ethos and more ‘grown up’ environment that we have here, the 
quality of teaching and pastoral care that we provide and the 
high calibre of our students’ academic, and other, achievements. 
Our students achieve very high grades at A level in absolute 
terms and excel in terms of value added whilst with us. 

Our approach to learning encourages a sense of shared purpose 
and collaboration. The use of first name terms highlights the fact 
we are working together and encourages open discussion and 
conversation. The lack of a uniform reinforces our view that we 
want students to be themselves and think for themselves.

That we also offer an unusually broad range of subjects at A 
level, giving students the flexibility to choose the combination 
of subjects that best fits their strengths, interests and future 
aspirations, is another draw for many of our prospective 
students.

We set ourselves the goal of offering an outstanding Sixth Form 
education, and we mean this in the broadest possible sense. 
Our students achieve excellent academic results, and go on to 

many of the top universities in the UK such as UCL, Bath, Kings, 
Imperial, LSE and Oxford. A number go on to leading Art, Drama 
and Music schools; a few go on to study abroad particularly in 
the US.

However, one of the greatest achievements regularly commented 
on by students and parents alike is the confidence that students 
gain whilst with us. The confidence to have their own views and 
express them; to discuss their work, listen to feedback and act 
on it; to be independent in their learning and resilient.

Daily life at d’Overbroeck’s is fuelled by enthusiasm, laughter 
and a strong sense of common purpose. What you will find here 
is a vibrant, welcoming, forward-looking, diverse, tolerant and 
supportive community of staff and students. Students will find 
themselves in a highly motivating environment which offers a 
wide-ranging programme of activities, the opportunity to make 
strong and lasting friendships - and a very special atmosphere 
which we, both staff and students alike, all thoroughly enjoy and 
find enormously motivating.

A d’Overbroeck’s education gives students the opportunity to 
grow into well rounded, self-possessed and forward-looking 
young people and into confident learners and independent 
thinkers.

In short, I believe that a d’Overbroeck’s education provides an 
excellent springboard to life at university and beyond.

I look forward to welcoming you in person; to having a good, 
detailed chat about you, your academic and personal goals and 
how we, at d’Overbroeck’s, might help you to achieve them.

Alasdair MacPherson 
Head of Sixth Form

“‘Well-made heads’, as 16th century French philosopher 

Michel de Montaigne once said ‘are better than full ones’ 
and we approach study in that way”

Malcolm van Biervliet, Founder of d’Overbroeck’s



d’Overbroeck’s was founded in 1977 by Malcolm van Biervliet. 
(d’Overbroeck is a part of his family name which has Flemish 
origins.) Malcolm was an inspirational teacher. He left it to others 
to run the school while he devoted himself to what he enjoyed 
best: teaching. For thirty years, from 1977 until he retired in 
2007, he was a full time teacher (of French and Spanish) and 
head of the Modern Languages department. Malcolm led by 
example, and his legacy is still very much in evidence in the 
ethos and educational approach of the d’Overbroeck’s of today. 
He believed lessons should be interactive and characterised by 
laughter and engagement as part of successful learning. It was 
Malcolm who wanted the use of first names for staff and students 
because he wanted people to talk to each other. He was not a 
fan of hierarchies and unnecessary structures and policies. He 
wanted people to work together and to respect each other’s ideas 
whatever their age or role in the school.

In a comparatively short time, d’Overbroeck’s has established 
itself as a thriving, forward-looking and highly successful school 
with a distinctive ethos, an outstanding staff team, and a strong 
reputation for the quality of our educational and pastoral provision.
Its approach provides an outstanding preparation for the world of 
work these days - a world of collaboration, of team work, of shared 
learning, of independent and creative thinking.

Our Sixth Form site was specifically designed to create a space 
that enhanced the learning. We have well equipped classrooms, 
spaces for private study in different parts of the building, a big 
library, state-of-the-art science laboratories, spacious and very well 
equipped suites for Art, Drama and Music and a large common 
room. 

The external design and the landscaping of 333 makes for a very 
attractive setting and the beautifully designed Cohen Hall provides 
dining facilities for students and staff, as well as an auditorium 
for music and drama performances and all kinds of other school 
events.

Perhaps what is also significant is that 333 is a dedicated Sixth 
Form environment. This creates a different feel from a school 
because our younger students have their own facilities at Leckford 
Place. Just as our teaching approach moves students from school 
towards university, having all our Sixth Form students in their own 
space gives them a sense of progression and moving on from 
GCSE.

‘An exciting and forward-looking place to be’
Good Schools Guide

Our Sixth Form at 333



‘A place of energy and laughter…’. That is how 
d’Overbroeck’s was described by the Good Schools 
Guide, and it is a description that we continue to think 
is spot on. Come and visit and we think that you will 
see why.

We have always sought to combine high levels of 
academic achievement with a sense of fun. And we 
have always wanted to create an environment in which 
we – staff and students – can be ourselves, working 
hard towards a common purpose and enjoying doing so.

As a result, the ethos at d’Overbroeck’s is firmly 
built on personal relationships, on a relative lack of 
stuffiness and formal hierarchies, and on a strong 
belief that the individual, every individual, is at the 
heart of the school. This may sound like a truism, 
though the real test is the extent to which, in practice, 
a school is able and willing to put such a principle at 
the core of its structures and procedures. This has 
always been the principle by which we have lived, 
and the resulting willingness to make the ‘system’ 
fit around the individuals rather than the other way 
around is manifest in all sorts of ways.

At the same time, our approach is emphatically 
collaborative. We believe in leading by example, in 
a healthy dose of flexibility and in the power of 
laughter and humanity. ‘Enthusiasm’, ‘maturity’ and 
‘courtesy’ are words that very frequently feature in the 
observations of visitors to the school.

This is an environment which gives people – staff as 
much as students – the space to be themselves and 
the encouragement and stimulus to grow, to learn, to 
engage with complexity and to achieve their goals, 
while also making time for friendship and for living life 
to the full.

Ethos

“I loved how supportive the 
teachers were; they made you 

feel confident academically and 

seemed genuinely pleased to 

help you accomplish”

Harriet, Past Student



“A defining characteristic of 

d’Overbroeck’s is its close-
knit, informal atmosphere 

within which students grow 
in confidence, self-esteem, 
respect for themselves and 

for others”

ISI report



The strength of the pastoral system at d’Overbroeck’s derives from 
the fact that we get to know our students very well and from our 
belief that the pastoral and the academic are indivisibly linked. A 
student who is feeling happy, settled, confident and well supported 
is much better placed to achieve academically; and, to a very large 
extent, this also works the other way around.

Each student in our Sixth Form has a personal and academic tutor 
who, here in d’Overbroeck’s, is known as a Director of Studies (or 
DoS as you will commonly hear students say). The relationship 
between a student and his or her DoS is pivotal. It will generally be 
a key element in a student’s experience of the Sixth Form.

Directors of Studies are senior members of the teaching staff, 
each of whom will generally look after some 10 – 15 students. As 
a DoS, their responsibilities span every aspect of their students’ 
lives at d’Overbroeck’s: their academic progress, their personal 
well-being, their involvement in the activities programme and 
the broader life of the school, as well as their university or other 
applications. 

Students develop a very strong bond with their Director of Studies, 
who is there to be a mentor and supervisor and a source of 
support, encouragement and guidance throughout. Directors 
of Studies are also in regular contact with their students’ other 
subject teachers, activities staff and, in the case of boarders, with 
boarding colleagues - so they always have their finger on the pulse. 
They are also in regular communication with parents.

For every student in our Sixth Form, the DoS sits at the point 
at which all the different aspects of their school life meet and 
students know that their DoS is always there if they need a quick 
chat or wish to go over something they’re not quite sure about. It’s 
not in the least bit unusual to find such conversations taking place 
over a cup of coffee in the common room at any point in the day.

Very often these bonds will continue, with students staying in 
contact and coming to visit long after they have left d’Overbroeck’s.

Given that their Director of Studies is such an important part of a 
student’s life in the Sixth Form we always take great care deciding 
who should be a student’s DoS. Wherever possible, we try to make 
sure that students will be taught by their DoS – or, at the very 
least, that there is an obvious subject or other link. For instance, 
prospective medical applicants will usually be looked after by the 
Head of Biology who is in charge of our special medical/veterinary 
preparation programme. In this way, we make sure that student 
and DoS see one another frequently and develop a working 
relationship that is effective and ‘natural’, such that the DoS are 
able to follow their students’ progress very closely.

To ensure continuity, students will usually have the same DoS 
throughout the two years of the Sixth Form, unless there is a 
compelling reason to make a change along the way.

Pastoral care

“I would never have achieved the grades I obtained at A level without the 
truly brilliant teaching at d’Overbroeck’s, the guidance and support of 
my wonderful DoS and every teacher who persistently reminded me to 

stop doubting myself”’

Felicity, Past Student



Our approach to  
teaching and learning

Our teaching approach in the Sixth Form is built on relatively small 
classes with highly interactive teaching which is focused on every 
student in the class.

We always aim to encourage students to think, question, analyse and 
probe for a deeper understanding of their subjects. For the great majority 
of our students, the two years of Sixth Form are a springboard to higher 
education, where these skills are critically important, just as they will be in 
their future careers.

These include skills in research and analysis; the ability to question 
and evaluate; to know how to seek out relevant information and use 
it effectively to support a line of argument; the confidence to take 
intellectual risks, to stray sure-footedly off the beaten track; and the 
resilience to deal with complexity and with the idea that, the higher the 
level at which one is studying, the less one is dealing in simple certainties.

These are some of the skills that we aim to foster in our students – at 
the same time, of course, as preparing them in a very focused and 
pragmatic way to achieve the best A level results of which they are 
capable - because these, ultimately, hold the key to their future.

Academic matters



The Sixth Form curriculum
We offer a wide range of subjects including many that are not 
available at other schools. The aim of our broad and flexible 
curriculum is to allow students to find the subjects that genuinely 
enthuse them. 

Students can choose their A level subjects in almost any 
combination; this flexibility means they can study subjects that 
engage them and play to their strengths. Studying something you 
enjoy is likely to lead to a much more successful outcome than 
being forced to take a subject because of option blocks. 

We will provide a great deal of support to help students choose 
the right subjects given their background, their skills and their 
university and career ambitions. In addition to their studies 
in class, students will benefit from visits by speakers, trips, 
workshops and conferences that are part of their course in many 
subjects. This will enhance their learning in the classroom and 
ensure their studies are relevant, active and engaging. 

Please see the Sixth Form section of our website for a more 
detailed account of our Sixth Form curriculum and subjects.

“Without exception all staff are dedicated to the aspirations of the school, resulting 
in a lovely and thriving atmosphere that produces excellent  
results and well-rounded teenagers!”
Parent of Past Student

An outstanding 
record of academic 
achievement
We are proud of the fact that our students regularly achieve 
outstanding results at A level. Both raw results and value-
added data show impressive achievement across subjects 
and across the range of abilities. Progression to Oxbridge 
and other top Russell Group universities, as well as leading 
art, music and drama schools, is consistently very strong.

Detailed information on our students’ A level results and 
university entrance record can be seen on our website  
www.doverbroecks.com/sixth-form.



Whatever their ability and future aspirations, we aim to support, stretch and challenge all our students. We want to encourage 
them, wherever possible, to set their sights higher than the immediate requirements of the A level programme. We do this of 
course in our regular lessons but also through the Independent Learning Skills programme, the Extended Project Qualification, 
the d’Overbroeck’s Plus Programme and specialist programmes for those applying to Oxbridge, Medical or Veterinary schools.  
All of these help students to become more independent learners and are ways they can add to their achievements in Sixth 
Form and prepare for university and their careers.

The EPQ (Extended Project Qualification)

We encourage as many of our Sixth Formers as possible to 
complete an EPQ. That said, we don’t compel anyone to do 
so, and we readily recognise that it is not right for everyone.

We introduced the EPQ at d’Overbroeck’s as soon as it 
became available nationally. That was several years ago, 
and we have now built up a considerable body of experience 
in delivering it. Our students produce some outstanding 
research-based projects each year, on a wonderfully diverse 
range of topics.

In essence (and this is a little bit of an oversimplification 
– please see the website for more detail) an EPQ requires 
students to complete a 5,000 word dissertation on a topic 
of their choice. We generally encourage students to choose 
a topic that is related to the subject they wish to study 
at university.

Like a mini-thesis, working through an EPQ helps students 
to develop a range of higher level academic skills including 
research, analysis and argument. It provides the experience 
of writing an extended essay, which is an excellent 
preparation for the kind of assignments that students will 
be expected to complete at university. Students are also 
required to deliver their completed project orally, with the help 
of a multi-media presentation, to a group of staff and fellow 
students.

Most students thoroughly enjoy the experience of working on 
an EPQ and get a lot out of it, as do the staff supervisors 
who work with them. And a completed EPQ provides excellent 
material for university interviews, especially the more 
academically focused interviews that students will have at 
universities such as Oxford and Cambridge.

Please visit at our website (www.doverbroecks.com/epq) for 
more information on the EPQ and some of the projects that 
our students have completed in recent years.

The d’Overbroeck’s Plus Programme

For students wishing to go beyond the curriculum and develop 
their research skills and subject insights we offer the Plus 
programme in a wide range of subject areas. In the first 
year, students meet every two weeks in small classes with 
a specialist teacher to develop their critical thinking skills, to 
share their findings from extra reading and research and to 
prepare for the study of a subject at university. 

Medics and Vets

Those students who are aiming to study Medicine or 
Veterinary Science start with the Plus Programme which 
then develops into a Medics/Veterinary Science preparation 
programme. Students will follow a course that prepares them 
for all aspects of the demanding selection process operated 
by Medical schools and Veterinary colleges.

The programme, which is led by two senior members of 
staff in the Biology department, includes extension work in 
the biological sciences, discussion of new developments in 
medical research and practice, and debates on ethical issues 
confronting the medical or veterinary profession.

It also includes help with the preparation for the demanding 
Medical/Veterinary interviews - and for aptitude tests (BMAT 
and UKCAT) that many medical and vet schools require 
applicants to sit as part of their selection process.

In addition, we give students plenty of feedback on the 
Personal Statement that they have to complete as part of 
their UCAS application to make sure that they present their 
experience, achievements, personal and academic qualities, 
and their motivation for wishing to become a doctor or a vet 
as clearly and effectively as possible in the limited space 
available on the UCAS form.

Beyond the syllabus

“d’Overbroeck’s 

fosters the pursuit of 
academic excellence 

in an informal, relaxed, 
yet well structured 
environment”
Current Parent



Oxbridge candidates

Our Oxbridge Co-ordinators work closely with Heads of 
Department and subject teachers to ensure that students 
who are planning to apply to Oxford or Cambridge – and 
indeed to other highly competitive universities such as the 
London School of Economics, Imperial College, etc. – are 
given plenty of support and preparation.

This consists of additional classes with a focus on extension 
work - above and beyond the requirements of the A level 
specification - in the student’s chosen subject(s); specific 
preparation for the searching, academically-focused 
interviews that these highly competitive universities give, 
and, where relevant, for the special aptitude tests (such as 
the LNAT, BMAT, HAT and others) that are required by some 
faculties, especially at Oxford.

Students start on our Plus Programme and this then develops 
into specific preparation for Oxbridge for those who are 
applying to these universities.

We also give students plenty of feedback to help make their 
UCAS Personal Statement as strong and effective a summary 
of their achievements, academic and personal qualities and 
motivation as it can possibly be.

Departmental clinics and revision sessions

Many departments regularly run weekly clinics and, in the 
run-up to exams, revision sessions so students who need 
extra help with a topic or a work assignment can have it 
promptly – rather than allowing any ideas or concepts to 
pass them by.

The Independent Learning Skills (ILS) Programme

Our small classes and our emphasis on teaching to 
every student in the class mean that, in the majority of 
cases, we are able to cater for the individual needs of all 
students, including those with special educational needs 
or disabilities, in regular classes without the need for 
additional intervention. However, where we feel a student 
would benefit from such support, and this applies whether 
or not the student has been identified as having a specific 
SEND issue, the student will have the opportunity to attend 
the Independent Learning Skills sessions.

These timetabled sessions are designed to help students to 
explore different learning techniques, to find those that work 
most effectively for them and then to develop the ability to 
use these independently to aid their own learning - at A level, 
at university and in their working lives beyond that.

As its title suggests, the aim of the ILS programme is to 
enable students to become effective independent learners 
– rather than to breed a dependence on on-going learning 
support. Students attend for as long as they need to in 
order to develop their learning, confidence and meta-
cognitive skills.

Beyond the syllabus...



Enrichment and Activities

A lively and wide-ranging programme of Enrichment, activities and 
trips is an integral component of life in our Sixth Form.

The aims are manifold: to broaden horizons, to develop self-
confidence, responsibility and initiative, to provide opportunities for 
leadership, to foster a greater awareness of, and engagement with, 
current social, humanitarian, ethical and environmental issues and 
to provide opportunities to develop students’ skills, interests and 
talents in, among other things, sport, art, music and drama.

Alongside the academic curriculum, the Lower Sixth Enrichment 
programme, which students attend weekly, comprises a series of 
talks and debates, given by staff, students and invited outside 
speakers, on a broad range of topical issues.

The Extra-curricular Activities programme, to which we devote two 
sessions a week, offers a great diversity of options from which 
students can choose. These include team and individual sports, 
drama, music, dance, debating, Model United Nations, the DofE 
Award Scheme (which we offer up to and including Gold), polo – and 
much more besides.

There is usually an annual Sixth Form ski trip and, often a big 
summer expedition for students from Years 10 to 13. Destinations in 
recent years have included Namibia, Iceland and China.

Above  
and beyond

“d’Overbroeck’s is very academic but it 

isn’t stressful. There is a lot of freedom, 

various activities to join, and life is 
enjoyable while studying hard”

Current Student



Sport is an important part of life at d’Overbroeck’s. It is an 
integral part of our core curriculum for all students up to Year 
11. By the time students reach the Sixth Form, participation in 
sport is no longer compulsory, but it is strongly encouraged. 

A host of individual and team sports for boys and girls are 
offered as part of the weekly Extra-curricular Activities 
programme which runs twice a week and in which our Sixth 
Formers participate through the year.

As in every other aspect of life at d’Overbroeck’s, we want our 
sporting provision to be both lively and inclusive. We want to 
see as many students as possible take part in sport and to 
enjoy the many benefits that it can bring. We offer a varied 
programme which provides a good deal of choice and which 
caters for different interests and different levels of ability and 
experience. 

There are regular competitive fixtures (in football, netball, 
tennis, basketball, hockey and rugby) against other schools. 
There are fitness-based activities such as gym, running and 
swimming and others such as dance and yoga which combine 
physical activity with an aesthetic or other dimension. We also 
offer the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme at all levels up to 
and including Gold.

As you will soon notice, we don’t have our own sports 
facilities on site but we are fortunate to have the use of some 
outstanding sports facilities close to the Sixth Form, including 
Astroturf and grass pitches, netball, basketball, tennis and 
squash courts, a swimming pool, gym and climbing wall, etc. 
Students are taken to and from sporting venues by the school.

And we have many sporting successes to celebrate. Some 
of our former students have gone on to become professional 
sportsmen and women – notably in rugby, football and 
equestrian sports. 

Sport



Characterised by a sense of fun and an unerring commitment to 
inclusivity, the Music department at d’Overbroeck’s is one that 
sings, both literally and metaphorically!

We are one of very few Sixth Forms to offer both Music and 
Music Technology at A level as we seek to encourage and 
shape the next generation of performers, composers, recording 
engineers and music producers. At the same time, our musical 
provision is by no means limited to students taking Music as an 
A level subject. We welcome and encourage the involvement of 
as many of our musical Sixth Formers as possible.

A significant number of students are involved in one of our many 
ensembles and choirs which extend the atmosphere of creativity 
and musical enjoyment beyond the department’s walls. Still more 
students choose to nurture their musical talents with vocal and 
instrumental lessons which range from piccolo to trumpet, guitar 
to double bass.

Our long-established tradition of participation ensures that the 
subject is accessible to all whilst the considerable academic 
and performance expertise of our staff also means that even 
the most gifted musicians are provided with the opportunity to 
perform and progress their skills. 

A busy calendar of musical events further enriches the musical 
life at d’Overbroeck’s. Concerts, chamber recitals and biennial 
musical and operatic productions provide students with important 
opportunities to hone their craft and showcase their skills.

Several of our alumni have gone on to secure places at music 
colleges (spanning the Royal Academy of Music and LIPA) and 
Russell Group universities.

At 333 we have a wonderful music room, music rehearsal space 
and the Cohen Hall for performances.

Music is, without doubt, one of the busiest (and noisiest) 
departments at d’Overbroeck’s!

Music

“We pride ourselves on nurturing 
and celebrating nascent and 
established musical talents.  
Most of all, we seek to lay firm 

foundations for a lifelong appreciation 

of music in all its many forms”

Richard Poyser 
Director of Music



We see Drama as a vehicle through which students develop 
confidence in themselves – not just as performers, but as 
individuals and members of a broader society – and where they 
develop self-assurance, empathy and imagination.

Drama is a busy and active department at d’Overbroeck’s – and 
we are keen to involve as many students as possible in our 
performances, not just those who have chosen to study Drama as 
one of their A level subjects.

Our Drama A level programme is academic but, at the same time, 
predominantly practical, and offers a unique approach to learning. 
It is an active and creative course which aims to nurture students’ 
enthusiasm for and interest in theatre, both as an audience 
member and as a participant.

Students will learn about all aspects of the theatre, from acting and 
stage management to working in costume, set and lighting design. 
We work with students on traditional approaches to theatre, but 
also use drama to address relevant contemporary issues.

We put a strong emphasis on a collaborative approach. Although 
A level students have performances as part of their exams, they 
will also be key players in our whole school productions, in which 
we involve as many students as we can from Year 7 through to 
the Upper Sixth. To say that our Sixth Formers make good role 
models for younger students is an understatement. They make 
inspirational ones!

Drama

“Drama should be challenging, thought-provoking and innovative. We 

make exceptional pieces of theatre and are fully engaged in pushing the 

creative possibilities of the subject through viscerally exciting modern 
work and in-depth study of classic texts, cementing our reputation as one 

of the most exciting possible places to study the subject”

Joe Swarbrick, Head of Drama

Photo by Sixth Form student Immie Burt



Almost half of our Sixth Formers are boarders. For some of our 
boarders, home is just 30 or 40 miles away; for others it is 
another part of the world. Some will have boarded before; for 
others it may be the first time away from home and family.

Whichever it may be, our aim is to create a close-knit, homely ‘feel’ 
where students are comfortable and at ease; where they can live 
and work happily and learn how to become more independent,  
ready for university.

The same ethos and approach prevail within boarding as in all 
other aspects of life at d’Overbroeck’s. Our boarding environment 
is designed with Sixth Formers in mind, and is marked by the 
same relative informality, boundaries which are clear but not 
overbearing, and an atmosphere which is welcoming, flexible and 
supportive.

As with our academic approach, we believe that the boarding 
experience at d’Overbroeck’s provides a very good preparation for 
the greater independence of life at university.

All of our Sixth Form boarding houses are for Sixth Formers only. 
They all have rooms where students have their own study facilities. 
The houses have controlled wi-fi access and there is an evening 
study period Monday to Thursday. Students are looked after by a 
Head of House and a boarding assistant.

Our staff in the Boarding Office are always very happy to provide 
detailed information and to discuss the choices and options with 
prospective students and their families. 

Boarding

Islip House just opposite the Sixth Form.

“I have good times with all my house mates. We have some moments 

where we are all having fun but we also have serious moments where we 

help each other with homework”’

Current Student



“Boarding provides a wonderful community 
experience for students; my daughter has made 

friends I know she will stay in contact with for the 

rest of her life”

Parent



Throughout our students’ time in the Sixth Form, the thought 
of ‘what’s next’ is never far away. From the very beginning of 
the Lower Sixth (and earlier for students who are already at 
d’Overbroeck’s) we offer a comprehensive Higher Education 
and Careers Programme.

The great majority of our students go on to university. We see 
it as a crucial part of our responsibility to devote the necessary 
time and resources to guiding and supporting students through 
the process of gathering information, thinking through the options, 
making decisions and completing the necessary applications.

And, in doing so, we aim to help students become independent, 
capable, resilient thinkers who are well-equipped for whatever 
they want to do in the next stage of their educational careers 
and beyond.

Throughout the academic year there are events, talks, lectures 
and workshops on everything from applying to universities, writing 
supporting statements, getting appropriate work experience, and 
specialist careers advice.

Personally tailored advice and ongoing support is then given to 
all students on their UCAS applications. Additional guidance and 
mentoring are also offered to students on our Oxbridge programme, 
as well as our specific programmes for prospective medical, 
veterinary and engineering students. We also provide information 
and support to (the small but increasing number of) students who 
wish to apply to universities outside the UK, especially in the USA.

We ensure that the information is accurate, well informed and 
up to date, and that it is delivered impartially, with a view to 
encouraging students to fulfil their personal potential and make 
informed choices about a broad range of career and further 
study options.

And, of course, we recognise that not everyone will necessarily 
wish to go on to further education, and we cater for those 
students with specialist advice about going straight into the world 
of work or finding a vocational course or training option that will 
enable them to pursue a particular interest or goal.

Preparing for the future

“d’Overbroeck’s encouraged me to find my own individual ways to study 
and complete work, which is vital at university when you are given limited 

individual feedback”’

Eloise, Past Student



Admissions
In addition to our own Year 11s progressing into the Sixth Form, a 
substantial number of students – over 120  – join d’Overbroeck’s Sixth 
Form from other schools each year. A combination of day students 
and boarders, our new Sixth Formers come to us from a wide range of 
schools, locally, nationally and internationally.

If you would like to explore the possibility of joining our Sixth Form, the 
first step would be to give our Senior Registrar, Lynne Berry, a call for an 
initial conversation.  
 
Lynne may be reached on +44 (0)1865 688 600.

We would then strongly encourage you to come and visit as early as 
possible. Typically, you might wish to come to an Open Event first and 
then follow this up with an individual visit on a school day – though you 
can just as easily do this the other way around.

Open Events
We usually have three Open Days a year, one in each term and an Open 
Evening in November. Joining us on one of these open events will give 
you a relaxed and informal way to meet staff and students and to glean 
a lot of information about all aspects of life at d’Overbroeck’s. It is also 
a time when all academic departments set out their stalls, so you will 
be able to spend time discussing possible A level subject choices with 
the relevant Heads of Department and with students who are currently 
studying these subjects.

Individual Visits
It is important that students and parents come for an individual visit to 
meet staff and get a feel for Sixth Form life. You are very welcome to 
come and see us at any time and could choose to do so before you 
come to an Open Day or after.

Where the Open Day will give you the opportunity to meet a wide range 
of staff and students and to gather a lot of information in a relatively 
short time, the individual visit will give you the opportunity to have an 
in-depth conversation with a senior member of staff (usually the Head 
of Sixth Form or the Head of Lower Sixth) and to discuss your own 
programme of study in specific detail. You will also have the opportunity 
to get a flavour of daily life in our Sixth Form and to talk in some detail 
to staff and students (provided you come to visit in term-time).

For more information about our Sixth Form 
or to arrange a visit, please contact our 
Senior Registrar, Lynne Berry.

+44 (0)1865 688 600 
lynne.berry@doverbroecks.com

Years 7-11
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Sport at The Ferry Centre

Sport at Banbury Road North
Sports facilities

Sport at Oxford University

Oxford station

Bus station

Bus and rail station

Oxford Parkway station
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Principal: Emma-Kate Henry
 

Head of Years 7-11: Mark Olejnik     Head of Sixth Form: Alasdair MacPherson     Head of the International School: Ted McGrath
 

Chairman of the Governing Board: Christopher Spanoudakis
 

d’Overbroeck’s is a part of Oxford International Education Group (OIEG), 259 Greenwich High Rd, London SE10 8NB.
 

Policies and other information: our key school policies are published on our website at www.doverbroecks.com/home/policies. All these policies, and others which are not 

featured on the website such as the school’s full Health & Safety policy, are available on request from the Principal’s PA, Tracy Roslyn (tracy.roslyn@doverbroecks.com).

d’Overbroeck’s is an accredited member of the 
Independent Schools Council. As such, we are 
subject to regular inspection by the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate (ISI). This takes the place 
of Ofsted inspections for ISC members. 

Our most recent full ISI inspection took place 
in October 2013. This was an ‘integrated’ 
inspection, and the school was judged 
‘Excellent’ in all aspects of its educational 
provision. The inspection team also commented 
on the ‘extremely high levels of satisfaction with 
the school overall’ expressed in the parental 
responses to the pre-inspection survey. The full 
inspection report can be found on our website: 
www.doverbroecks.com/inspection.

d’Overbroeck’s is in membership of the Society 
of Heads of independent schools and of the 
Boarding Schools Association. 



www.doverbroecks.com


