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Gifted Centre 
The Gifted Centre provides a full academic program that focuses on the 
following three fundamental areas: Values, Intellect and Engagement. 
The Values component aims at developing student awareness. Intellect 
refers to the interdisciplinarity of the various subjects in the Ministry 
of Education’s curricula; it meets the learning needs of each student 
through pedagogical differentiation, while developing the student’s 
logical, critical and creative thinking. Student engagement refers to the 
desire and motivation to work for and with the community. To become 
eligible for admission to the Centre, students must demonstrate superior 
intellectual aptitude as measured by intelligence tests (e.g. the WISC) or 
academic skill tests (e.g. Otis Lennon). The Centre, which has acquired a 
wealth of experience over the past 30 years, offers gifted programs from 
grade 7 to grade 12. 

Specialist High Skills Major in Arts and Culture
In grade 11, the arts program is enhanced and designated as a Specialist 
High Skills Major (SHSM) in Arts and Culture. Students who graduate 
from the program receive the SHSM seal on their diploma. In addition to 
the five arts disciplines offered at its Centre for Artistic Excellence, the 
SHSM also has an advanced Stagecraft program that provides training in 
production techniques using technological and computer equipment. 

Arts pre-concentration – grades 7 and 8
The arts pre-concentration focuses on the development of grade 7 and 
8 students in the four forms of art included in the French  language 
curriculum: drama, the visual arts, music and dance. Not only is this an 
asset to students from the cultural and identity-building standpoints, 
but excellent at developing literacy and numeracy. This two-year artistic 
exploration program is a springboard to the entrance auditions for 
acceptance into the Centre of Excellence for the Arts.

Arts Concentration – grades 9 to 12
De La Salle holds auditions for all students who want to enter one  
of the Centre for Artistic Excellence programs at the school the following 
year. Applicants are selected on the basis of their artistic potential, 
as well as their academic and artistic commitment. The selection 
committee makes recommendations about which programs each 
student should take.

The school’s Centre for Artistic Excellence enables students to exercise 
their passion for the arts every day in one of the following disciplines: 
visual and media arts, theatre, creative writing and literature, dance, film 
and television, or music (strings, wind instruments, percussion or vocal 
music). Work on the creative process, the steps involved in production 
and the development of artistic and personal skills and abilities all help 
students achieve their full potential both artistically and personally. 

General Information  

De La Salle public secondary school, located in downtown Ottawa, is a unique and highly-rated institution whose academic and artistic components 
have for many years combined to promote student success. In addition to guiding our students towards academic success, we offer them a wide 
range of stimulating educational and cultural activities that enhance their years at school and strengthen their sense of belonging as they learn to 
become considerate young citizens who are willing to engage with the rest of the world and its many different cultures.

Programs

The school’s sound and varied program prepares students for postsecondary education by emphasizing personal commitment and excellence. It also 
issues an OC Transpo monthly bus pass free of charge to all eligible students and offers programs leading to a bilingualism certificate.

“The courses offered by the gifted centre are suited to my needs. They helped me develop my leadership skills, critical and 
creative thinking, decision-making techniques and in particular, how to solve the problems that affect modern society.”

Catherine Corriveau
Gifted Centre, De La Salle public secondary school, Ottawaa


