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“At CSVPA we offer you opportunities to develop your talents by nurturing your 
creativity in an inspiring and diverse community. Our courses are built around your 

individual needs, and through a creative environment we help students develop their 
talents in the way they want to. Many of our staff have experience working within the 

creative arts industries, which shapes the structure of our courses so that what we teach 
is relevant to current and future industry practices. Our industry connections also set us 
apart from other institutions and means our young artists stand out when applying for 

further study or starting their career in the workplace.”

Welcome 
to CSVPA

KARIN ASKHAM | RECTOR, CSVPA
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About us
CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL OF VISUAL & PERFORMING 
ARTS (CSVPA) IS A DEDICATED ARTS AND 
PERFORMANCE SCHOOL IN THE CENTRE OF 
CAMBRIDGE. WE OFFER DIPLOMA, FOUNDATION, 
UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE COURSES 
ACROSS ART & DESIGN, FASHION, MUSIC AND 
PERFORMING ARTS.

Our class sizes are small, our school is diverse and our 
staff have excellent experience in industry.

With an average class size of 15 students to one lecturer, 
we give one-on-one support as well as personalised 
tuition, so you can become the artist you want to be.

All of our students are part of the CSVPA family, a vibrant, 
multicultural community of highly creative people who 
share common dreams and ambitions. At CSVPA, you 
will make friends across courses and years, sharing ideas 
and experiences that elevate your work and inspires you 
to explore your own creativity.
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Your 
career
The creative arts industry in the UK is booming, contributing £286 billion 
to the wider UK economy.1 With employment in the arts industries growing 
four times faster than other sectors, studying a creative arts course is a 
gateway for some of the most exciting, innovative and well-paid careers.2

Over the last academic year over 40% of our BA Graphics & Illustration 
students graduated with 1st class degrees.3

Our BA Fashion students received national press 
coverage for their final collections. Our MA students 
have gone on to work for global brands such as Vivienne 
Westwood and Esquire magazine and our Extended 
Diploma and Foundation graduates have been accepted 
into some of the top Universities and Conservatories, 
including progression to Parsons, Central Saint Martins, 

Kingston University, Trinity Laban Conservatoire, RADA, 
Royal Central School of Speech and Drama, University 
of Westminster and many more.

How we teach is not only focused on the time you spend 
studying with us but also prepares you for when you 
leave us.

1. gov.uk
2. DMS, 2017
3. 43% of students graduating in 2019 achieved a first class degree
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Your 
creative 
space
AS A STUDENT AT CSVPA YOU WILL HAVE YOUR 
OWN SPACE TO DESIGN, CREATE, REHEARSE OR 
PRACTICE.

All of our studios are designed to look, feel and operate 
like those you would work in during your professional 
career.

We make sure you are adept at using all the latest 
equipment, processes and programmes that the 
creative industries use. Students have access to our 
studio spaces 7 days a week and our lecturers provide 
personalised tuition.

What’s more, as artists you will need access to 
lots of essential materials and equipment 
to create successful portfolios. Unlike 
other universities and colleges, at 
CSVPA we provide all your printing, 
your calico and pattern paper 
free of charge – so you can 
experiment, make mistakes 
and learn without worrying 
about having to constantly 
buy more materials.
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Living in 
Cambridge
CAMBRIDGE IS POSSIBLY THE BEST PLACE IN THE UK TO BE A STUDENT, 
AND CSVPA IS PERFECTLY LOCATED RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE CITY.

A beautiful, multicultural city, Cambridge is rich with English history and lots 
to do.

There is a popular music scene with multiple venues to choose from across 
different genres. Arts and culture can also be enjoyed with world famous 
museums that show some of the rarest collections, sculptures, art and 
ancient antiques dating back to even the pre-historic era. There are many 
art galleries that are filled with contemporary and renaissance artworks 
and plenty of theatres which host performances, from Broadway shows to 
amateur theatre groups.

Cambridge is one of the safest places to live in Britain.4 There is an abundance 
of shopping centres, restaurants, cafes and cinemas, and when you want to 
explore the rest of the UK or travel back home, you can easily jump on a train 
and be London in just under an hour.

4. Country Living, 2017
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Any student below the age of 18 studying at CSVPA will live 
in our dedicated under 18 halls at Varsity House where we 
focus on maintaining a safe, secure and carefully monitored 
environment for our younger students.

We put a strong emphasis on pastoral care at CSVPA and 
all under 18 boarding is managed by our highly trained 
team of professional house parents. Students from CSVPA 
staying at Varsity House will have the joint benefit of living 
with fellow creative arts students but also the opportunity 
to interact with students from our sister school at CATS 
Cambridge.

For our older students, we provide a number of 
accommodation options, but we highly recommend you 
stay in our halls of residence where you will benefit from 
the opportunity of being surrounded by other creative arts 
students, as well as the on-site dedicated welfare support. 
The primary accommodation for our over 18 students is at 
Masters House and Batim House as well as the dedicated 
blocks for older students at Varsity House. Designed 

with your needs in mind, we aim to provide safe 
and secure accommodation but under more 

university style conditions, appropriate to 
our older students.

For further information please see 
our accommodation brochure.

UNDER-18s 
ACCOMMODATIONOur 

Accommodation

OVER-18s 
ACCOMMODATION
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THE RIGHT IELTS SCORE AND BEING ABLE TO COMMUNICATE WITH CONFIDENCE IS KEY FOR STUDYING 
AND WORKING WITHIN THE ARTS INDUSTRIES.

At CSVPA we have a dedicated team of English teachers who can support you with your English while you study 
with us. We also have a dedicated ALS Support Coordinator, to support students with specific learning difficulties 
by providing one-on-one support to develop time management and study skills.

English 
Language Centre

IMPROVING YOUR 
COMMUNICATION 
SKILLS 
The English Language Centre is located in a beautiful historic 
building right in the heart of Cambridge city centre, just a few 
steps away from the world-famous King’s College. Our building 
is over 500 years old and is Grade II listed – which means it is a 
protected building as it is historically important. English is an 
essential part of your stay at CSVPA, and students are expected 
to speak only English at all times in the college buildings. 

Achieving the IELTS grade required for university entry is crucial, 
so all students whose English is not at the appropriate level 
receive at least 5 hours’ of English tuition a week. Our English 
tutors are experienced in preparing students for the IELTS 
exam. We have worked hard to build an English programme to 
meet your needs and allow you to become the artists you want 
to be.

Throughout your time at CSVPA, we provide the support you 
need to achieve your learning goals. We balance a focus on 
improving your English to help you live, study, integrate and 
participate in life in the UK alongside developing the skills you 
need for academic success. You will improve your speaking, 
listening, reading and writing skills and develop your ability 
to use English in an academic environment. Your English will 
become the passport to your future!
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YEAR ONE
In the first year you will explore a range of creative 
subject areas including 3D Design, Textiles, Fine Art, 
Graphics and Illustration, Photography and Moving 
image supported by Life drawing and Visual studies.

YEAR TWO
In your second year, you will select your specialism 
subject; your creative process will be recorded in a blog 
as a reflection and evaluation of your work. You will 
commence your university application and portfolio 
with the guidance and support of lecturers. 

In the second term, you will continue to focus on your 
chosen subject and develop a portfolio for university 
interviews. Fashion students will stage a fashion show.

In the final term all students will undertake a research 
week when trips to relevant creative sources are 
arranged and industry professionals are invited into 
college to inspire and inform your self directed project. 
This will be showcased at the end of term. You will 
then celebrate your achievements at our graduation 
ceremony.

WHAT TO 
EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
16 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of Secondary Education (year 
10 or year 11 depending on native country) is needed or 
3 GCSEs at grade 4 or C or equivalent, preferably in a 
relevant creative subject.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements 
will still be considered on their own individual potential 
to succeed.

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS 
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

PORTFOLIO
Small portfolio required.

UAL LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
2 years (6 terms)

COURSE START
September | January

PROGRESSION
Degrees & further education 
in art & design. Guaranteed 
progression to any of our 
BA courses on successful 
completion of the Extended 
Diploma.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to museums and galleries.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Fashion Design, Fashion 
Communication, Textiles, Fine 
Art, Graphics and Illustration, 
Moving Image, Photography, Life 
Drawing, Visual Studies, Critical and 
Contextual Studies, Architecture, 
Interior Design

DESTINATIONS
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
Falmouth University
Kingston University
Parsons, New York
London College of Fashion
Birmingham City University

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 72 POINTS
MERIT: 120 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 168 POINTS

WE PROVIDE
To help our young artists 
we provide a portfolio case 
and art box of essential 
requisites. Specialism 
materials are also available 
in our workshops and 
studios.

We also provide access 
to all the adobe software 
(Photoshop, InDesign, 
Premier Pro, After Effects 
and more) and free 
colour printing, access 
to an in-studio library, a 
photography studio and 
materials needed for print 
making.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
personalised portfolio assistance 
from our specialist tutors.

RESULTS
42% of our students achieved a
distinction in 2019. This is
substantially higher than the 
national level of 23.1%.*

*based on national average in 2017/18
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YEAR ONE
Throughout the first year of the 
course you will take 8 units that will 
give you an in-depth introduction 
to Creative Media Production & 
Technology, and then develop your 
newly taught skills and understanding 
through challenging and creative 
assignments..

YEAR TWO
In your second year, you will take 4 
compulsory units before deciding 
on which area you would like to 
specialise in: games design, film or 
animation. During this time you will 
also develop your portfolio, ready for 
your university interviews.

WHAT TO 
EXPECT

ENTRY 
REQUIREMENTS
AGE
16 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of Secondary 
Education (year 10 or year 11 
depending on native country) is 
needed or 3 GCSEs at grade 4 or C 
or equivalent, preferably in a relevant 
creative subject.

Students who do not meet these 
entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual 
potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

PORTFOLIO
No portfolio required but evidence 
of an active interest in Art & Design 
is needed.

UAL LEVEL 3 EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN CREATIVE MEDIA 
PRODUCTION & TECHNOLOGY - ANIMATION, FILM & GAME DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
2 years (6 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Degrees & further education 
in creative media production 
& technology. Guaranteed 
progression to our BA Graphics 
& Illustration course on 
successful completion of the 
Extended Diploma.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to museums and galleries.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Introduction to media processes, 
technical skills, design and research 
skills, professional practices, audio 
production and technology, visual 
production, audience engagement.

DESTINATIONS*
Norwich University of the Arts
London Metropolitan University
Ravensbourne University
University of the Creative Arts
Westminster University

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 72 POINTS
MERIT: 120 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 168 POINTS

WE PROVIDE
To help our young artists 
we provide essential 
materials and access to 
all the adobe software 
(Photoshop, InDesign, 
Premier Pro, After Effects 
and more), access to 
an in-studio library, a 
photography studio and 
free printing as well as 
Oculus Quest virtual reality 
headsets.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
personalised portfolio assistance 
from our specialist tutors.

*These destinations have been taken from our Extended 
Diploma and Foundation courses in Art & Design
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School (year 11 or year 12 
depending on native country) is needed or 1 x A level or 2 AS 
levels at grade E or above and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or C or 
equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

UAL LEVEL 3 & 4 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Degrees & further education 
in art & design. Guaranteed 
progression to any of our 
BA courses on successful 
completion of the Extended 
Diploma.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to museums and galleries.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
3D Design: Architecture & Interior 
Design, Fine Art, 3D Design.

Fashion: Fashion, Theatre Arts, 
Fashion Communication

Visual Communication: Graphics 
& Illustration, Moving Image and 
Photography.

DESTINATIONS
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
Falmouth University
Bournemouth University
Kingston University
London College of Fashion

This course is fundamental for those who want to study art 
and design. If you want to learn in a creative environment 
that encourages artistic exploration, then this course is 
perfect for you.

1ST TERM
At the beginning of the first term you will be guided in choosing 
your specialism disciplines most suited to you (3D Design, 
Fashion, Visual Communication). With support and advice 
from your lecturers you will also consider which universities 
you wish to apply to. 

2ND TERM
In the second term you will apply the skills gained in your 
first term to a number of projects and live briefs from within 
specialism disciplines of Fashion, 3D Design or Graphics & 
Illustration. You will also explore a variety of themes relevant to 
environmental, social and political issues as you develop your 
portfolio and prepare for university interviews.

3RD TERM
In the third term you will consolidate your practice through a 
self-directed project. At the end of term, you will showcase 
your work through an exhibition or show and celebrate your 
achievements at our graduation ceremony.

WHAT TO EXPECT

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS*
PASS: 80 POINTS
MERIT: 96 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 112 POINTS

*only available for Level 3 Foundation

WE PROVIDE
To help our young artists we 
provide a portfolio case and 
art box of essential requisites. 
Specialism materials are also 
available in our workshops 
and studios.

We also provide access 
to all the adobe software 
(Photoshop, InDesign, 
Premier Pro, After Effects 
and more) and free colour 
printing, access to an in-
studio library, a photography 
studio, and materials needed 
for print making, plus access 
to our 3D studio with laser 
cutter and 3D printer and 
vacuum former.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
personalised portfolio assistance 
from our specialist tutors.

RESULTS
100% of our students passed in 
2019.† Our failure rate of 0% is much 
lower than the national average of 
10% in 2017/18.

†of those who completed our Level 4 
Foundation.
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1ST TERM
In the first term you will be introduced to your three subject 
specialism through a number of exciting projects and start 
developing your portfolio ready for university interviews. 
Through the support of your lecturers and our University 
Application Officer we will help you identify the right 
universities and degree courses for you and support you with 
your application. 

2ND TERM
In the second term you will apply the skills gained in your 
first term to a number of projects and live briefs. You will also 
explore a variety of themes relevant to environmental, social 
and political issues as you continue to develop your portfolio.

3RD TERM
In the third term you will consolidate your practice through a 
self-directed project. At the end of term, you will showcase 
your work and celebrate your achievements at our graduation 
ceremony.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School (year 11 or year 12 
depending on native country) is needed or 1 x A level or 2 AS 
levels at grade E or above and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or C or 
equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

UAL LEVEL 3 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN -  
3D DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
January

PROGRESSION
Degrees & further education 
in 3D design. Guaranteed 
progression to any of our 
BA courses on successful 
completion of the Extended 
Diploma.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to museums and galleries.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Architecture & Interior Design, 3D 
Design.

DESTINATIONS
Edinburgh School of Art
London College of Fashion
Westminster University
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
Birmingham City University

Have you always been interested in how products are 
designed, or do you like playing with space and moving 
things around to improve your environment? Then this 
course is perfect for you.

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 80 POINTS
MERIT: 96 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 112 POINTS

WE PROVIDE
To help our young artists we 
provide a portfolio case and 
art box of essential requisites. 
Specialism materials are also 
available in our workshops and 
studios.

We also provide access to all 
the adobe software (Photoshop, 
InDesign, Premier Pro, After 
Effects and more), free colour 
printing, access to an in-studio 
library, a photography studio 
and materials needed for print 
making. Our students also have 
access to our 3D studio which 
has a laser cutter, 3D printer, 
vacuum former, and the support 
of a full time technician.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
personalised portfolio assistance 
from our specialist tutors.

RESULTS
100% of our students passed in 
2019.* Our failure rate of 0% is much 
lower than the national average of 
10% in 2017/18.

*of those who completed our Level 4 
Foundation.
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This course is fundamental for those who want to study graphics 
and illustration. If you want to learn in a creative environment 
that encourages artistic exploration, then this course is perfect 
for you.

1ST TERM
In the first term you will be introduced to your specialism through 
a number of exciting projects and start developing your portfolio 
ready for university interviews. Through the support of your 
lecturers and our University Application Officer we will help you 
identify the right universities and degree courses for you and 
support you with your application. 

2ND TERM
In the second term you will apply the skills gained in your first 
term to a number of projects and live briefs. You will also explore 
a variety of themes relevant to environmental, social and political 
issues as you continue to develop your portfolio.

3RD TERM
In the third term you will consolidate your practice through a self-
directed project. At the end of term, you will showcase your work 
and celebrate your achievements at our graduation ceremony.

WHAT TO EXPECT

UAL LEVEL 3 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN - 
GRAPHICS & ILLUSTRATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
January

PROGRESSION
Degrees & further education 
in graphics & illustration. 
Guaranteed progression to 
any of our BA courses on 
successful completion of the 
Extended Diploma.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to museums and galleries.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Reportage Drawing, Digital Design 
and Illustration, Typography, Layout 
Design, Printmaking, Photography, 
Screen Printing.

DESTINATIONS
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
Westminster University
Falmouth University
Norwich University of the Arts
Nottingham Trent University

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School (year 11 or year 12 
depending on native country) is needed or 1 x A level or 2 AS 
levels at grade E or above and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or C or 
equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 80 POINTS
MERIT: 96 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 112 POINTS

WE PROVIDE
To help our young artists 
we provide a portfolio case 
and art box of essential 
requisites. Specialism 
materials are also available 
in our workshops and 
studios.

We also provide access 
to all the adobe software 
(Photoshop, InDesign, 
Premier Pro, After Effects 
and more) and free 
colour printing, access 
to an in-studio library, a 
photography studio and 
materials needed for print 
making.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
personalised portfolio assistance 
from our specialist tutors.

RESULTS
100% of our students passed in 
2019.* Our failure rate of 0% is much 
lower than the national average of 
10% in 2017/18.

*of those who completed our Level 4 
Foundation.
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1ST TERM
In the first term you will be introduced to your specialism 
through a number of exciting projects and start developing 
your portfolio ready for university interviews. Through the 
support of your lecturers and our University Application 
Officer we will help you identify the right universities and 
degree courses for you and support you with your application. 

2ND TERM
In the second term you will apply the skills gained in your 
first term to a number of projects and live briefs. You will also 
explore a variety of themes relevant to environmental, social 
and political issues as you continue to develop your portfolio.

3RD TERM
In the third term you will consolidate your practice through 
a self-directed project. At the end of term, you will showcase 
your work and celebrate your achievements at our graduation 
ceremony.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School (year 11 or year 12 
depending on native country) is needed or 1 x A level or 2 AS 
levels at grade E or above and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or C or 
equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

UAL LEVEL 3 FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN - FASHION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
January

PROGRESSION
Degrees & further education 
in fashion design, fashion 
communication. Guaranteed 
progression to any of our 
BA courses on successful 
completion of the Extended 
Diploma.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
All students have access to 
studio 7 weeks 8am to 8.30pm 
Monday to Friday and 9am to 5 
pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to museums and galleries.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Draping, Pattern Cutting, Machine 
Techniques, Exploring Fashion 
Sustainability, Fashion Design & 
Styling, Fashion Illustration,
Fashion Photography, translating 
designs from 2D drawings to 3D 
garments, Garment Making.

DESTINATIONS
Bath Spa University
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
London College of Fashion (UAL)
Parsons, New York
Falmouth University

awarded by

If you dream of a career in the fashion industry and want to 
learn how to design and make your own garments, CSVPA 
can help you become the fashion designer you want to be.

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 80 POINTS
MERIT: 96 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 112 POINTS

WE PROVIDE
To help our young artists 
we provide a portfolio case 
and art box of essential 
requisites. Specialism 
materials are also available 
in our workshops and 
studios.

We also provide access 
to all the adobe software 
(Photoshop, InDesign, 
Premier Pro, After Effects 
and more) and free 
colour printing, access 
to an in-studio library, a 
photography studio and 
materials needed for print 
making.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
personalised portfolio assistance 
from our specialist tutors.

RESULTS
100% of our students passed in 
2019.* Our failure rate of 0% is much 
lower than the national average of 
10% in 2017/18.

*of those who completed our Level 4 
Foundation.
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YEAR ONE
Through practical workshops and themed project assignments, 
you will explore the fundamentals of visual communication 
and your own unique visual language through personal idea 
development. 

YEAR TWO
In your second year you will focus on developing skills within 
a chosen specialism alongside building upon existing themes, 
taught in year one. By exploring themes, concepts and a wide 
range of media, the focus remains on refining your individual 
direction with the aid of self-evaluation.

YEAR THREE
Your final year is the beginning of your career in the creative 
arts environment. The year begins with a variety of projects 
that support a critical and imaginative approach to visual 
communication through a self-initiated programme of study. 
Aided by tutors and industry specialists you will explore a specific 
area of interest and complete a body of work from which to select 
your own professional portfolio

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
18 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
A pass at UAL Level 3 Foundation Diploma or Extended 
Diploma or equivalent or successful completion of High School 
(year 11 or year 12 depending on native country) is needed or  
2 x A levels equivalent to 64 UCAS points and 1 GCSE or 
equivalent at grade 4 or C, preferably in a relevant creative 
subject.

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5+ (with no element below 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

BA (HONS) GRAPHICS & ILLUSTRATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
3 years (6 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Graphic designer, Illustrator, 
Art Director, Freelance 
Illustrator, Advertising Agency, 
branding, digital moving image, 
typography, interactive design, 
packaging and 3D design, 
information design.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, 
regular one-to-ones and group 
tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Illustration, Graphics, Photography, 
Printmaking, typography, Moving 
Image; (can also include) Children’s 
Illustration, info graphics, editorial 
design, animation, character design, 
film, branding, advertising, editorial 
illustration, 3D illustration

This course offers a dynamic and exciting approach to the 
practice of Graphics & Illustration. By fostering the development 
of great ideas and challenging existing thinking in the subject, 
you will be equipped with the tools to help define your future and 
find an individual voice within the field of visual communication.

awarded by

CAREERS
90% of our students were in work 
6 months after graduating in 2019.

43% of our students graduating in 
2019 achieved a first class degree. 
This is substantially higher than
the national level of 28%.*

UCAS CODE C06
UCAS COURSE CODE W990

YOUR SPACE
Each of our students 
has their own workspace 
and are provided with 
free colour printing. 
Students will also 
have access to an in-
studio library and our 
photography studio. 
We also provide you 
with materials for mono 
printing, silk screen 
printing, lino printing, 
letterpress, drypoint 
and collagraph in our 
dedicated print room.

*based on national average in 2017/18
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YEAR ONE
In your first year you will develop key design skills and realise 
your designs from idea to garment through a mixture of classes 
and workshops including sewing, pattern cutting, digital skills, 
illustration, surface design and presentation skills. 

YEAR TWO
In the second year you will first focus on creative commerciality 
through projects with practicing designers and brands. In the 
second semester you will start to develop an individual design 
identity with projects to inspire experimentation and innovation. 
Typically, you’ll explore embellishment, print, surface decoration, 
tailoring and creative silhouette development, this will assist in 
preparation for your final year.

YEAR THREE
In your final year your individual design interests will be explored 
and articulated through the presentation of a final collection. You’ll 
also take ownership of your portfolio, learning how to present it to a 
professional level and developing a self-promotional perspective. 
Final year students also have the opportunity to participate in a 
high-profile Graduate Show in London.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
18 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
A pass at UAL Level 3 Foundation Diploma or Extended 
Diploma or equivalent or successful completion of High School 
(year 11 or year 12 depending on native country) is needed or  
2 x A levels equivalent to 64 UCAS points and 1 GCSE or 
equivalent at grade 4 or C, preferably in a relevant creative 
subject.

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5+ (with no element below 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

BA (HONS) FASHION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
3 years (6 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Fashion designer, pattern 
cutter, creative director, stylist, 
textile designer, garment 
technologist, fashion PR

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 8am 
to 8.30pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Practical projects and written 
assignments.

EXCURSIONS
Local and national educational 
trips to studios and galleries.

GUEST LECTURERS 
The course is enriched by an 
extensive program of lectures 
and workshops given by a 
variety of creative professionals

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Womenswear, menswear, surface 
decoration and digital print. 
Contextual awareness, design 
development, pattern cutting and 
garment construction, branding and 
self promotion.

CAREERS
90% of our students were in work 
6 months after graduating in 2019.

Recent graduates received 
national press coverage after 
showcasing their collections at 
Graduate Fashion Week.

Led by award-winning designer Holly Fulton, our Fashion BA 
(Hons) course helps students cultivate a distinctive design 
identity alongside creative and practical fashion skills.

awarded byUCAS CODE C06
UCAS COURSE CODE W230 

YOUR SPACE
Each of our students 
have their own 
workspace and are 
provided with their own 
mannequin, calico for 
toiles, pattern cutting 
paper and card. We also 
provide free printing up 
to A3 colour.
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YEAR ONE
In your first year you will be introduced to the subject and explore 
your own visual communications, including layouts, art direction 
with styling, photography and content curation with digital and 
print media. You will also be introduced to fashion promotion, 
PR and fashion branding all within a global and contemporary 
context.

YEAR TWO
In your second year you will advance your skills learnt in year one 
and prepare for your final year specialisms. This could include pop-
up events, lookbook creation, online promotional activity and 
printed outputs. You will also learn professional strategies such as 
the creation of self-promotional materials and the positioning of 
your personal practice within the fashion world.

YEAR THREE
In your final year you will focus on your own areas of interest 
and orientate yourself towards the world of work. Final year 
specialisms will vary from digital and experiential campaign 
creation, event management, brand strategies and new product 
launches to production of trend and colour books, branded look-
books, magazines and more.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
18 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
A pass at UAL Level 3 Foundation Diploma or Extended 
Diploma or equivalent or successful completion of High School 
(year 11 or year 12 depending on native country) is needed or 2 x 
A levels equivalent to 64 UCAS points and 1 GCSE or equivalent 
at grade 4 or C, preferably in a relevant creative subject.

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5+ (with no element below 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
No portfolio required

BA (HONS) FASHION BRANDING & CREATIVE COMMUNICATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
3 years (6 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Fashion PR, Stylist, Fashion 
Marketing, Fashion Event 
Manager, Creative Director, 
Fashion Journalist, Fashion 
Editor.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Fashion PR, styling, branding, fashion 
marketing, event management, 
creative direction and fashion 
journalism, film, photography

This contemporary, creative yet career-focused programme is 
designed to develop the skills, innovation and vision necessary for 
the fast-moving world of fashion branding and communications.

awarded byUCAS CODE C06
UCAS COURSE CODE N560

YOUR SPACE
Each of our students 
have their own 
workspace, access to 
an in-studio library and 
our photography studio 
and materials needed 
for print making. We also 
provide you with free 
printing and the latest 
adobe software.
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This programme is tailored to help you develop the skills 
required at Master’s level and bridge the gap between 
your ability and experience and the ambition to study at 
Postgraduate level. An emphasis is placed on encouraging 
students to become independent learners. 

Our Pre-Master’s course will also help you to develop 
your spoken English, presenting skills, portfolio and your 
understanding of specialist terminology required for entry 
onto a Master’s. It will also give you the experience of 
working at postgraduate level and help you build on existing 
skills and develop potential lines of research.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Students should hold a good Level 6 qualification (BA 
(Hons) degree or equivalent qualification); or a Level 5 
international qualification (for example, 3 Years Diploma 
from a University in China) in an art or design or a 
closely related subject.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements 
will still be considered on their own individual potential 
to succeed.

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further 
details.

ART & DESIGN PRE-MASTER’S

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 semester

COURSE START
January

PROGRESSION
Master’s in an Art & Design-
related subject.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Art and Design, Fashion 
Design, Fashion Branding and 
Creative Communication, Visual 
Communication (Illustration 
and Animation) and Visual 
Communication (Graphic Design), 
Materials Experimentation, 
Photography, Research Skills and 
Critical Thinking for Art and Design

DESTINATIONS
Brunel University
Newcastle University
Ravensbourne University
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
University of Kent

If you are an international student who has completed an 
Art & Design degree outside of the UK and are looking to 
come to the UK to study a Master’s in the same or related 
art and design discipline, the Pre-Master’s programme will 
prepare you for this transition. 

This course would also suit any UK or European national 
looking for an opportunity to develop their portfolio 
in anticipation of an application to any UK Master’s 
programme, in any Art & Design discipline.

accredited by
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This programme is tailored to help you develop the skills required at 
Master’s level and bridge the gap between your ability / experience 
and the ambition to study at Postgraduate level. Emphasis is placed 
on encouraging you to become an independent learner and confident 
within the English-speaking educational culture.

The Graduate Diploma will help you to develop your spoken English in 
order to achieve the required level for direct entry onto a Master’s. It will 
also give you the experience you need and understanding of UK learning 
and teaching styles, to help you develop your portfolio further and build 
on existing skills as well as developing potential lines of research.

There are three distinct pathways within our Graduate Diploma 
programme which are tailored to suit your artistic discipline. Students 
can choose between Art and Design (Fine Art, Product Design, Spatial 
Design), Fashion (Fashion Design, Fashion Branding and Creative 
Communication), and Visual Communication (Graphic Design and 
Visual Communication, Illustration & Animation).

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Students should normally hold a good Level 6 qualification (BA 
(Hons) degree or equivalent qualification); or a Level 5 international 
qualification (for example, 3 Years Diploma from a University in China) 
in an art or design or a closely related subject.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual potential to succeed.

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5+ (no element under 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
A portfolio is required. Please see page 52 for further details.

GRADUATE DIPLOMA IN ART & DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (2 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Master’s in an Art & Design-
related subject.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Fashion: Fashion Design; Fashion 
Branding & Creative Communication

Visual Communication: Graphic 
Design and Visual Communication: 
Illustration & Animation 

Art & Design: Fine Art, Product 
Design, Spacial Design 

Shared subjects: photography; 
material experimentation; critical 
skills; research skills; creative project 
management and project delivery

DESTINATIONS
Brunel University
Newcastle University
Ravensbourne University
Central Saint Martins (UAL)
University of Kent

If you are student who wants to study an art or Design programme at 
Master’s level but do not have a relevant undergraduate degree or if you 
are an international student who has completed an Art & Design degree 
outside of the UK and are looking to study a Master’s in the same or 
related discipline with the UK, our Graduate Diploma course will help 
you to develop the skills needed for entry onto a Master’s degree.

awarded by
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1ST SEMESTER
In your first semester you will be set a series of briefs designed 
to stimulate your creativity and help you develop the ingenuity 
and resilience that professional creative practice requires. You 
will begin to outline a self-directed project proposal, which will 
ultimately develop into your Independent Major Project.

2ND SEMESTER
You will continue to develop your own creative practice, whilst 
addressing how artists and designers need to be engaged in 
forging the future of their respective fields. You will be given a 
chance to explore your ideas with students on other MA courses, 
and will also have the opportunity of a work placement.

3RD SEMESTER
During this semester, all your attentions turn to the research, 
development and production of your Independent Major Project. 
The year ends with an exhibition showcase of your projects, 
celebrating the end of an intensive period of creative, conceptual, 
critical and professional development.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of an Undergraduate Degree in 
an art & design or related subject or professional relevant 
experience.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 6.5+ (no element under 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
Portfolio and personal statement required. Please see page 52 
for further details.

MA IN ART & DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Fine artist, curator, Art lecturer, 
design lecturer, art history 
lecturer, Art technician, Art 
valuer, Illustrator.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Visiting Lecturers, drawn from 
a variety of relevant industry 
contexts, will deliver a series of 
presentations which help you 
to situate your own hopes and 
ambitions for the future. 

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, project 
briefings, regular one-to-ones and 
group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Conceptual development; critical 
skills; Art & Design specialisms, 
research skills; curatorial 
practice; photography; materials 
experimentation; creative project 
management; project delivery

CAREERS
Previous students have gone on 
to work in such places as Esquire 
Magazine, Vivienne Westwood 
and Fashion Crossover.

Delivered in partnership with Hearst Magazines UK (publishers 
of Harper’s Bazaar, Cosmopolitan, Esquire magazines and more), 
we offer an exciting and industry-connected Master’s course to 
support and enhance the skills of art and design practitioners 
who want to develop their ambitions within the cultural and 
creative industries.

WORK 
PLACEMENTS
Through our exclusive 
partnership with Hearst 
Magazines, UK, this course 
offers our students the 
opportunity to apply for a 
4-6 week work placement 
at one on of the Hearst 
UK publications, including, 
Harper's Bazaar, Esquire, 
Elle, Cosmopolitan and 
more. Previous students 
who have partaken in this 
opportunity have gone 
on to work for Hearst 
Magazines, UK.

awarded by



44 45

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of an Undergraduate Degree in 
an art & design or related subject or professional relevant 
experience.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 6.5+ (no element under 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
Portfolio and personal statement required. Please see page 52 
for further details.

MA VISUAL COMMUNICATION - GRAPHIC DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Graphic Designer, Web Designer, 
Video Editor, Photojournalist, Art 
and Design Director,  
Communications Manager, 
App designer.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Visiting Lecturers, drawn from 
a variety of relevant industry 
contexts, will deliver a series of 
presentations which help you 
to situate your own hopes and 
ambitions for the future. 

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, 
conceptual briefings, group 
critiques, regular one-to-ones and 
group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Graphic Design skills and conceptual 
development; critical skills; research 
skills; critical visual communication 
practice; photography; materials 
experimentation; creative project 
management and project delivery

CAREERS
Previous students have gone on 
to work in such places as Esquire 
Magazine, Vivienne Westwood 
and Fashion Crossover.

Our MA Visual Communication: Graphic Design course is an 
intensive studio-based programme that combines creative 
and professional development. Offering opportunities for work 
placements with industry partners including Hearst Magazines 
UK, the course is focused on developing industry-ready skills for 
careers in graphic communication design and related fields.

WORK 
PLACEMENTS
Through our exclusive 
partnership with Hearst 
Magazines, UK, this course 
offers our students the 
opportunity to apply for a 
4-6 week work placement 
at one on of the Hearst 
UK publications, including, 
Harper's Bazaar, Esquire, 
Elle, Cosmopolitan and 
more. Previous students 
who have partaken in this 
opportunity have gone 
on to work for Hearst 
Magazines, UK.

awarded by

1ST SEMESTER
In your first semester you will be set a series of briefs designed 
to stimulate your creativity and help you develop the ingenuity 
and resilience that professional creative practice requires. You 
will begin to outline a self-directed project proposal, which will 
ultimately develop into your Independent Major Project.

2ND SEMESTER
You will continue to develop your own creative practice, whilst 
addressing how artists and designers need to be engaged in 
forging the future of their respective fields. You will be given a 
chance to explore your ideas with students on other MA courses, 
and will also have the opportunity of a work placement.

3RD SEMESTER
During this semester, all your attentions turn to the research, 
development and production of your Independent Major Project. 
The year ends with an exhibition showcase of your projects, 
celebrating the end of an intensive period of creative, conceptual, 
critical and professional development.
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WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of an Undergraduate Degree in 
an art & design or related subject or professional relevant 
experience.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 6.5+ (no element under 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
Portfolio and personal statement required. Please see page 52 
for further details.

MA VISUAL COMMUNICATION - ILLUSTRATION & ANIMATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Graphic Designer, Web Designer, 
Video Editor, Photojournalist, Art 
and Design Director,  
Communications Manager, 
App designer.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Visiting Lecturers, drawn from 
a variety of relevant industry 
contexts, will deliver a series of 
presentations which help you 
to situate your own hopes and 
ambitions for the future. 

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Illustration and Animation skills 
and conceptual development; 
critical skills; research skills; 
critical visual communication 
practice; photography; materials 
experimentation; creative project 
management and project delivery

Our MA Visual Communication: Illustration & Animation course 
is a broad-based studio programme that offers the freedom to 
develop your own visual language a strong creative voice. With 
unique opportunities including internships with our industry 
partner Hearst Magazines UK, you will develop professional 
confidence alongside the creative, technical and digital skills 
essential for careers in the expanding fields of illustration and 
animation worldwide.

awarded by

WORK 
PLACEMENTS
Through our exclusive 
partnership with Hearst 
Magazines, UK, this course 
offers our students the 
opportunity to apply for a 
4-6 week work placement 
at one on of the Hearst 
UK publications, including, 
Harper's Bazaar, Esquire, 
Elle, Cosmopolitan and 
more. Previous students 
who have partaken in this 
opportunity have gone 
on to work for Hearst 
Magazines, UK.

CAREERS
Previous students have gone on 
to work in such places as Esquire 
Magazine, Vivienne Westwood 
and Fashion Crossover.

1ST SEMESTER
In your first semester you will be set a series of briefs designed 
to stimulate your creativity and help you develop the ingenuity 
and resilience that professional creative practice requires. You 
will begin to outline a self-directed project proposal, which will 
ultimately develop into your Independent Major Project.

2ND SEMESTER
You will continue to develop your own creative practice, whilst 
addressing how artists and designers need to be engaged in 
forging the future of their respective fields. You will be given a 
chance to explore your ideas with students on other MA courses, 
and will also have the opportunity of a work placement.

3RD SEMESTER
During this semester, all your attentions turn to the research, 
development and production of your Independent Major Project. 
The year ends with an exhibition showcase of your projects, 
celebrating the end of an intensive period of creative, conceptual, 
critical and professional development.
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WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of an Undergraduate Degree in 
an art & design or related subject or professional relevant 
experience.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 6.5+ (no element under 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
Portfolio and personal statement required. Please see page 52 
for further details.

MA FASHION: DESIGN

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Fashion designer, Retail 
buyer, Retail manager, Retail 
merchandiser, Stylist, Textile 
designer, Visual merchandiser.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Visiting Lecturers, drawn from 
a variety of relevant industry 
contexts, will deliver a series of 
presentations which help you 
to situate your own hopes and 
ambitions for the future. 

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Fashion Design skills and conceptual 
development; critical skills; research 
skills; critical visual communication 
practice; photography; materials 
experimentation; creative project 
management and project delivery

Our MA Fashion: Design course is a contemporary and 
personalised postgraduate programme that will develop 
your individual approach to fashion. With unique industry 
opportunities including internships with our partner Hearst 
Magazines UK, you will develop the professional skills, confidence 
and creative focus necessary to help you towards your ambitions 
of working in the fashion industry

WORK 
PLACEMENTS
Through our exclusive 
partnership with Hearst 
Magazines, UK, this course 
offers our students the 
opportunity to apply for a 
4-6 week work placement 
at one on of the Hearst 
UK publications, including, 
Harper's Bazaar, Esquire, 
Elle, Cosmopolitan and 
more. Previous students 
who have partaken in this 
opportunity have gone 
on to work for Hearst 
Magazines, UK.
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CAREERS
Previous students have gone on 
to work in such places as Esquire 
Magazine, Vivienne Westwood 
and Fashion Crossover.

1ST SEMESTER
In your first semester you will be set a series of briefs designed 
to stimulate your creativity and help you develop the ingenuity 
and resilience that professional creative practice requires. You 
will begin to outline a self-directed project proposal, which will 
ultimately develop into your Independent Major Project.

2ND SEMESTER
You will continue to develop your own creative practice, whilst 
addressing how artists and designers need to be engaged in 
forging the future of their respective fields. You will be given a 
chance to explore your ideas with students on other MA courses, 
and will also have the opportunity of a work placement.

3RD SEMESTER
During this semester, all your attentions turn to the research, 
development and production of your Independent Major Project. 
The year ends with an exhibition showcase of your projects, 
celebrating the end of an intensive period of creative, conceptual, 
critical and professional development.
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WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
20 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of an Undergraduate Degree in an art & 
design or related subject or professional relevant experience.

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still 
be considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 6.5+ (no element under 5.5)

PORTFOLIO
Portfolio and personal statement required. Please see page 52 
for further details.

MA FASHION: BRANDING & CREATIVE COMMUNICATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 semesters)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Fashion designer, Retail 
buyer, Retail manager, Retail 
merchandiser, Stylist, Textile 
designer, Visual merchandiser.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
10am to 8pm, Monday to Friday 
and 9am to 5pm at weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Visual and written assignments 
and projects.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Visiting Lecturers, drawn from 
a variety of relevant industry 
contexts, will deliver a series of 
presentations which help you 
to situate your own hopes and 
ambitions for the future. 

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Fashion Branding and 
Communication skills and 
conceptual development; 
critical skills; research skills; 
critical visual communication 
practice; photography; materials 
experimentation; creative project 
management and project delivery

Our MA Fashion: Branding & Creative Communication course 
is a contemporary studio-based programme designed to build 
creative and professional skills. With unique industry opportunities 
including internships with our partner Hearst Magazines UK, 
we aim to produce fashion communicators, with the innovation, 
strategic thinking and creative vision necessary for careers in the 
fast-moving industry of visual branding and fashion media and 
communications

WORK 
PLACEMENTS
Through our exclusive 
partnership with Hearst 
Magazines, UK, this course 
offers our students the 
opportunity to apply for a 
4-6 week work placement 
at one on of the Hearst 
UK publications, including, 
Harper's Bazaar, Esquire, 
Elle, Cosmopolitan and 
more. Previous students 
who have partaken in this 
opportunity have gone 
on to work for Hearst 
Magazines, UK.

awarded by

CAREERS
Previous students have gone on 
to work in such places as Esquire 
Magazine, Vivienne Westwood 
and Fashion Crossover.

1ST SEMESTER
In your first semester you will be set a series of briefs designed 
to stimulate your creativity and help you develop the ingenuity 
and resilience that professional creative practice requires. You 
will begin to outline a self-directed project proposal, which will 
ultimately develop into your Independent Major Project.

2ND SEMESTER
You will continue to develop your own creative practice, whilst 
addressing how artists and designers need to be engaged in 
forging the future of their respective fields. You will be given a 
chance to explore your ideas with students on other MA courses, 
and will also have the opportunity of a work placement.

3RD SEMESTER
During this semester, all your attentions turn to the research, 
development and production of your Independent Major Project. 
The year ends with an exhibition showcase of your projects, 
celebrating the end of an intensive period of creative, conceptual, 
critical and professional development.



52 53

What we look for 
in a portfolio
WHEN STUDENTS APPLY TO ANY OF OUR COURSES, WE ARE OFTEN ASKED “WHAT SHOULD I INCLUDE 
IN MY PORTFOLIO?” AND “HOW MANY PIECES DO YOU WANT TO SEE?” FOR US IT IS LESS ABOUT THE 
NUMBER OF PIECES AND MORE ABOUT WHAT YOU PUT IN THERE. QUALITY IS MORE IMPORTANT THAN 
QUANTITY; SHOW US YOUR BEST WORK.

Your portfolio is your chance to show us your skills 
and passion. Use the following points as a guide for 
preparing your portfolio:

• show us 10-15 pieces of your very best work: quality is 
more important than quantity

• include both taught and personal work
• demonstrate drawing skills (from live observation, as 

well as from photos or reference materials)
• show us your personal ideas and areas of interest (if 

you’re passionate about a certain subject, show it!)
• experiment with a wide range of media and 

materials
• show your research and ideas in sketchbooks or 

notebooks
• only use work you have made in the last 18 months: 

nothing older
• submit it electronically as a PPT or PDF, or arrange 

an interview to show your work in person.

At CSVPA, we are looking for students to demonstrate 
originality and motivation. You need to show us that 
you are interested in the subject area you are applying 
for. If you are passionate about something, show it! 
It is less about the final piece and more about the 

thought process you have gone through. Show us 
your research and ideas in sketchbooks or notebooks 
and show us a variety of work which demonstrates the 
skills and experience you have.

Your portfolio is the chance to show us your skills and 
your passion. It should comprise of 10 to 15 images in 
total showcasing a range of work and must include 
sketchbook work. We would like to see some, but not 
necessarily all of the following:

• drawing of any kind
• project and self-initiated work, to include work in 

progress or finished pieces, showcasing a level of 
visual skill and creativity

• evidence of primary and secondary research, which 
might include information from reference books, 
magazines, exhibition or museum visits

• your thinking and development process in 
sketchbooks or notebooks, including reflective 
thinking

• personal ideas and areas of interest (if fashion is your 
passion, show us)

• experimentation with a range of different media and 
materials, showing evidence of innovative thinking 
where possible

• a breadth of interest in and exploration of a range of 
art and design disciplines

• evidence of cultural awareness, identifying social and 
cultural influences on your work.

FOUNDATION DIPLOMA IN 
ART & DESIGN

UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES, 
GRADUATE DIPLOMA & MA

TO FIND OUT MORE PLEASE CONTACT OUR STUDENT ADVICE TEAM AT STUDENTADVICE@CSVPA.COM, 
OR TO DOWNLOAD THE GUIDE FROM OUR WEBSITE, VISIT: WWW.CSVPA.COM/ABOUT/DOWNLOADS.
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YEAR ONE
Year 1 will provide the skill development which will enable students 
to progress on to Year 2 in Acting, Musical Theatre, or Dance. The 
training will challenge students to their fullest, engaging them 
in their development in acting, singing and dance for drama and 
dance specialisms; or within the academics and performance 
areas necessary for successful progression in music. Students will 
be guided through weekly one to ones in their areas of specialism, 
alongside the conservatoire-style group tutorials.

YEAR TWO
Students will progress into either the Drama Foundation (for 
Classical and Contemporary Acting or Musical Theatre), the 
Dance Foundation, or the Music Foundation.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
16 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School is needed or 1 x A level or 
an equivalent Level 3 qualification and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or 
grade C or equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

AUDITION
An audition piece is required for entry to this course. Please see 
page 66 for further details.

EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN PERFORMING ARTS - ACTING

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
2 years (6 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Students who are successful on 
this course may progress onto 
either the Music, Drama or 
Dance Foundation. 

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Performance projects and 
assignments that involve 
written work.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Acting, Dance, Singing, Ukulele, 
Hand Drumming, Voice, Text, 
Developmental Play, Physical 
Theatre

DESTINATIONS
Italia Conti
Manchester Metropolitan
East 15
Brunel University

This course is designed for students who have a passion for 
acting, dance or singing, but don’t have the skills or experience 
necessary to apply directly to a Music or Drama Foundation 
course.

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 72 POINTS
MERIT: 120 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 168 POINTS

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
assistance from our dedicated 
university officer to help with 
university applications. They are 
also supported with auditions.

RESULTS
53% of our students achieved a 
distinction in 2019 across both Extended 
Diploma Performing and Production 
Arts courses. This is substantially higher 
than the national level of 29.8%. Our 
failure rate of 0% is much lower than the 
national average of 12.1%.*

*based on national average in 2017/18
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YEAR ONE
Year 1 will provide the skill development which will 
enable students to progress on to Year 2 in the Music 
Foundation. The training will challenge students to 
their fullest, engaging them in their development of a 
main area of study (instrumental/vocal performance, 
production, composition) as well as within the 
academics necessary for successful progression to 
competitive music university or college programs. 
Students will be guided through weekly one to ones in 
their areas of specialism, alongside the conservatoire-
style group tutorials.

YEAR TWO
Students will progress into the Music Foundation for 
Year 2.

WHAT TO 
EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
16 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School is needed 
or 1 x A level or an equivalent Level 3 qualification 
and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or grade C or equivalent, 
preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements 
will still be considered on their own individual 
potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

AUDITION
An audition piece is required for entry to this course. 
Please see page 66 for further details.

EXTENDED DIPLOMA IN PERFORMING ARTS - MUSIC

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
2 years (6 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Students who are successful 
may progress onto our Music 
Foundation course.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Performance projects and 
assignments that involve 
written work.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Music Theory, Aural Skills, Recording 
and Sequencing, Ukulele, Hand 
Drumming, Composition, World 
Music, History

DESTINATIONS
Royal College of Music
Royal Northern College
Goldsmiths
Birmingham Conservatoire

awarded by

UCAS FOUNDATION POINTS
PASS: 72 POINTS
MERIT: 120 POINTS
DISTINCTION: 168 POINTS

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
assistance from our dedicated 
university officer to help with 
university applications. They are 
also supported with auditions.

RESULTS
53% of our students achieved a 
distinction in 2019 across both Extended 
Diploma Performing and Production 
Arts courses. This is substantially higher 
than the national level of 29.8%. Our 
failure rate of 0% is much lower than the 
national average of 12.1%.*

*based on national average in 2017/18
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The training will give you an insight into life at a conservatoire 
drama school as well as preparation for a performance course at 
university. The course is relevant if you are considering whether 
actor training at degree level is right for you.

The course is delivered through a combination of acting, 
movement, voice, scene study, devising and contextual studies 
classes, as well as workshops and masterclasses delivered by both 
in-house staff and visiting industry professionals. 

A key focus of the course is weekly one to one guidance for the 
preparation of classical and contemporary monologues, required 
for auditions at drama schools and for university performance 
courses. This support is also suitable for those looking to develop 
confidence and skills for auditioning for employment. 

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School is needed or 1 x A level or 
an equivalent Level 3 qualification and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or 
grade C or equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5+ (no element under 4.0)

AUDITION
An audition piece is required for entry to this course. Please see 
page 66 for further details.

DRAMA FOUNDATION - CLASSICAL & CONTEMPORARY ACTING 

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Students who are successful on 
this course may progress onto 
degree-level courses in drama 
or acting.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Performance projects and 
assignments that may involve 
written work

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Acting, Voice, Text, Group 
Singing, Dance (jazz and ballet), 
Developmental Play, Physical 
Theatre, Theatre Laboratory, Scene 
Study, Audition Technique, Theatre 
in Context

DESTINATIONS
RADA
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School
East 15
Rose Bruford
Manchester Met

The three-term drama foundation course in classical and 
contemporary acting provides a comprehensive training in the 
foundations of acting. 

COLLEGE LONDON

accredited by

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
assistance from our dedicated 
university officer to help with 
university applications. They are 
also supported with auditions.

RESULTS
46% of our students achieved a 
distinction in 2019.
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The goal of musical theatre is for every element of the practical 
work to support the dramatic journey. Students will be encouraged 
to work diligently developing technical skills involved in singing 
and dancing, while focusing on the communication of a story. 

The course is delivered through a combination of acting, dance, 
voice, singing, and project work, as well as masterclasses and 
workshops delivered by both in-house staff and visiting industry 
professionals. 

Students will receive one to one tuition each week in acting 
and singing, to better prepare them for the rigorous processes 
involved in auditions for drama schools, conservatoires, and 
universities. An enormous amount of support is given to students 
as they consider the next steps in their development.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School is needed or 1 x A level or 
an equivalent Level 3 qualification and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or 
grade C or equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 5.5+ (no element under 4.0)

AUDITION
An audition piece is required for entry to this course. Please see 
page 66 for further details.

DRAMA FOUNDATION - MUSICAL THEATRE

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Students who are successful on 
this course may progress onto 
degree-level courses in musical 
theatre.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Performance projects and 
assignments that may involve 
written work.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Acting, Singing, Creative Movement, 
Hip Hop, Song and Dance, Voice, 
Jazz, Tap, Ballet, Contemporary 
Dance, Developmental Play

DESTINATIONS
Arts Ed
Mountview
GSA
Royal Central School of Speech 
and Drama
Trinity Laban Conservatoire

The three-term Musical Theatre stream of the Drama Foundation 
is intended to encourage integration of different performance 
skills within the idea of one performer. 

COLLEGE LONDON

accredited by

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
assistance from our dedicated 
university officer to help with 
university applications. They are 
also supported with auditions.

RESULTS
100% of our students achieved a 
distinction in 2019.
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Our streamlined curriculum provides the training 
necessary to stand out in this highly competitive industry. 
You will be both challenged and supported while enjoying 
yourself in the process.

Accredited by the University of the Arts London Awarding 
Body, the course is designed to broaden your technique 
and knowledge across a variety of dance style. At the 
same time, you will improve your performance and 
physical abilities through daily dance practise, strength 
training and termly shows.

From start to finish, our focus is about preparing you for 
progression to dance studies at university degree level. We 
will help you choose where to study, then assist with your 
applications and personal statement. When prepping for 
auditions, you’ll have access to dedicated 1:1 support from 
our highly experienced faculty, all of whom have worked 
professionally across TV, film and theatre.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School is needed or 1 
x A level or an equivalent Level 3 qualification and 5 x 
GCSEs at grade 4 or grade C or equivalent, preferably in 
a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements 
will still be considered on their own individual potential 
to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

AUDITION
An audition piece is required for entry to this course. 
Please see page 66 for further details.

DANCE FOUNDATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Students who are successful on 
this course may progress onto 
degree-level courses in dance.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Performance projects and 
assignments that may involve 
written work

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Dance Performance Project, Jazz 
Technique, Contemporary Dance, 
Hip Hop, Technical Jazz and Audition 
Prep, Ballet, Tap, Fitness, Stretch 
and Mobility, Body Conditioning, 
Creative Movement

DESTINATIONS
Royal Academy of Dance
The Place 
Trinity Laban Conservatoire of 
Music and Dance
Laine Theatre Arts

This new and exciting foundation programme covers 
all aspects of dance performance for those seeking a 
career as a professional dancer, choreographer or dance 
instructor. 

awarded by

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
assistance from our dedicated 
university officer to help with 
university applications. They are 
also supported with auditions.



64 65

This carefully crafted course will empower you to refine your 
skills as a well-rounded musician, while broadening your musical 
knowledge and understanding. It will give you unrivalled breadth of 
content, while allowing you to focus on your main music specialty. 

In this competitive world, musicians must not only be superior 
performers, composers, or producers. They must also have 
excellent knowledge of and ability for history, music theory, aural 
skills, and research. All students benefit from knowledge of music 
production as well as the computer software and equipment 
involved. Composition classes contribute to the overall education 
of all music students. 

At CSVPA you will be given the opportunity to undertake 
extensive preparation for entrance auditions and examinations. 
All students receive two individual lessons each week with a 
specialty instructor on their main instrument or area of study. 
This one to one time is part of the incredible amount of individual 
attention each student receives during their academic and 
practical studies, in addition to assistance with applications.

WHAT TO EXPECT

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
AGE
17 years +

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL
Successful completion of High School is needed or 1 x A level or 
an equivalent Level 3 qualification and 5 x GCSEs at grade 4 or 
grade C or equivalent, preferably in a relevant creative subject. 

Students who do not meet these entry requirements will still be 
considered on their own individual potential to succeed. 

ENGLISH LEVEL FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
IELTS 4.5+ (no element under 4.0)

AUDITION
An audition piece is required for entry to this course. Please see 
page 66 for further details.

MUSIC FOUNDATION

COURSE DETAILS
LENGTH 
1 year (3 terms)

COURSE START
September

PROGRESSION
Students who are successful on 
this course may progress onto 
degree-level courses in music.

TUTOR SUPPORT
Specialist tutor support 
available 5 days a week.

STUDIO ACCESS
Students have access to our 
studios 7 days a week, from 
8am to 8.30pm, Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 5pm at 
weekends.

HOW YOUR WORK IS 
ASSESSED 
Performance projects and 
assignments that involve 
written work.

GUEST LECTURERS 
Our course is enriched by 
programmed of lectures and 
workshops from a range of 
creative professionals.

SUBJECTS TAUGHT
Music Theory, History, Recording 
and Sequencing, Composition, Aural 
Skills, Jazz Studies, World Music, Pop 
Music History

DESTINATIONS
Royal College of Music
Trinity Laban Conservatoire
Royal Welsh Conservatoire
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland
Birmingham Conservatoire

This course is designed to prepare you for progression into 
competitive Music programmes at Music Conservatoires and 
challenging University Music programmes.

awarded by

HOW WE TEACH
Throughout this course students 
will be taught through specialist 
workshops, guest lecturers, regular 
one-to-ones and group tutorials.

YOUR FUTURE
Each of our students receives 
assistance from our dedicated 
university officer to help with 
university applications. They are 
also supported with auditions.
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AN OVERVIEW

If you are thinking of applying to any of our 
performing arts programmes at CSVPA, it is very 
important to read the audition requirements for 
the course you are apply to. Every year we sit 
through a huge number of auditions, either in 
person at our audition days or via video audition 
online and the biggest piece of advice that we can 
give you is read the audition requirements, prepare 
the exact number of pieces we ask for and practise, 
practise, practise!

At CSVPA we want students who demonstrate a 
real passion, motivation and enthusiasm for the 
performing arts. The following guidelines should 
help you to understand what we are looking for and 
will ultimately make you better prepared for your 
audition. Good luck!

To find out more please contact our Student 
Advice team at studentadvice@csvpa.com, or to 
download the guide from our website, visit:  
www.csvpa.com/about/downloads.

What we 
look for in an 

audition
Visit our 

website to 
find out 

more

ADDITIONAL THINGS TO  
THINK ABOUT

In your audition, it is important to demonstrate to 
us that you are passionate about a career in the 
performing arts. If you are attending an audition 
day or skype interview we will ask you about why 
you want to come and train with us. If you are 
sending in an audition video to assess, we would 
recommend that you video yourself to camera 
answering the following questions:

• Why do you want to come to CSVPA?

• What do you want to do in life, what is your 
ambition?

• What piece or performance has inspired you the 
most and why?

• What performer do you look up to, who do you 
aspire to be like?

• What performing experiences have you had, 
either at school or outside of school?
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Summer 
School

at CSVPA

AT CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL OF VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS WE OFFER A RANGE OF DIVERSE AND 
CREATIVE SUMMER COURSES.

IF YOU ARE PASSIONATE ABOUT THE ARTS AND WANT TO EXPLORE YOUR CREATIVITY WITH OTHERS 
YOUNG ARTISTS THEN SPEND THE SUMMER WITH US. OUR SUMMER COURSES ARE ALSO AN 

EXCELLENT WAY TO PREPARE FOR FULL TIME STUDY!

*All prices include accommodation, meals, transfers & registration fee.
There is also an additional fee of £75 will apply for unaccompanied minor services.

NB: the 1 week subjects, course content is generally the same each week.

WEEK COMMENCING (SUNDAY) 28 JUN 5 JUL 12 JUL 19 JUL 26 JUL 2 AUG 9 AUG 16 AUG AGE

Portfolio Preparation (3 weeks) 16+

Portfolio Preparation & English (3 weeks) 18+

Fashion (2 weeks) 14+

Film Making (2 weeks) 14+

Musical Theatre (2 weeks) 14+

Acting (2 weeks) 14+

Music Performance (1 week) 14+

Music Production (1 week) 14+

Photography (1 week) 14+

Fashion Promotion (1 week) 14+

Fashion Styling (1 week) 14+

Painting & Drawing (1 week) 14+

Graphics & Illustration (1 week) 14+

3D Design (1 week) 14+

Animation (1 week) 14+

Games Design (1 week) 14+

ACCOMMODATION
Our accommodation is located in safe, beautiful 
surroundings, about 20-25 minutes’ walk from the campus. 
We offer a balance between supervision and independence 
to make sure that you are comfortable and happy in your 
accommodation.

MEALS 
Meals are included within the fees and include breakfast, 
lunch and evening meals all served on campus in the 
cafeteria.

EVENING ACTIVITIES
Evening activities are compulsory for all students under 18 
years old. Activities might include under 18s club night, the 
cinema, games or music in the park, bowling, a ghost tour 
or a quiz night.

EXCURSIONS 
Saturday excursions are compulsory for under 18 year 
old students. Every week we organise a different trip 
giving you the opportunity to explore UK attractions. 
For example, trips might include visits to the V&A, Tate 
Modern, Tate Britain, Science Museum, Natural History 
Museum or Southwold Beach. Saturday trips include 
transport, ticket entry and packed lunches. 

For more information about our summer school, 
get in touch. We’d love to hear from you.
Telephone: +44 (0) 1223 345698 
Email: admissions@csvpa.com
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TO ENQUIRE CONTACT
Central Admissions
2nd Floor, WeWork
50-60 Station Road
Cambridge
CB1 2JH

Email: admissions@csvpa.com 

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 345 698

WWW.CSVPA.COM 00678


