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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THE BA AND MA PROGRAMS  

Academic and Report Writing  
Academic Writing and Study Skills 

American Political Tradition 

Analysis of Current International Affairs 

Anthropological Roots of Social Behaviour 

Art, Value and International Relations 

Behind Closed Doors: A history of the family in Europe 

Body Language & Communication Training 

China in Contemporary World 

Confronting the Past in postwar Europe 

Contemporary Economics Policy 

Corporate Social Responsibility 

Cultural Diversity of Polish Society 

Ecology versus Economy and Politics in the Contemporary Word  
Elites and Leaders in Contemporary Politics 
Energy Security 

Enlargement, Neighbourhood and Beyond: The European Union and 
its Regional Milieu 

EU as a Global Actor: Europe's power in the Age of Multipolarity  

EU Foreign and Security Priorities and Policies 

European Civilization 

Foreign and Security Policy of the US 

Global Media - reading/watching room 

History of Diplomacy 

Images of Women in Contemporary Literature 

International Business Strategies 

International Business: Theory and Practice 

International communication in a world of changing media 



International Economics part I 

International Economics part II 

International Migration – Facts and Myths 

International Negotiations 

International Organizations 

International Relations in the Middle East 

Introduction to American Cinema 

Introduction to Cinema 

Introduction to International Business 

Introduction to International Relations 

Introduction to Law 

Introduction to Negotiations 

Introduction to Political and Economic Geography                                                 

Introduction to Political Science 

Introduction to Sociology 

Israel in Contemporary World 

Law & Economics 

Law & Medicine 

Living in small groups: theory and practice 

Macroeconomics 

Marketing  

Media and Elections 

Media and Public Diplomacy 

Media Evolution - Past, Present, Future  

Microeconomics                                                                                 

Migration and Immigration Challenges in the Visegrad Region 

Negotiating Across Cultures  
New Concepts of Leadership – from Personal to Global Leader 

New Media in Socio-Political Context 

New Media Theories and Concepts 

News Writing part I 



News Writing part II 

Online Mass Communication. Power of knowledge art of 
manipulation. 

Philosophical Responses to Popular Culture 
Philosophy part I                                                                                

Philosophy part II   

Polish Foreign Policy                                                                            
Professional Standards 

Public Relations 

Research Methodology 

Rethinking the Postwar: culture, society and state in postwar 
Europe 

Salt and politics – non-violent resistance in the XX and XXI century 

Social Media Marketing 

Social Movements – identity and culture 

Social Theories and Music 
Statistics 

Strategic Studies 

Statesmen and Statecraft: Sub systemic Theory of International 
Relations 

The History of Central Europe 
The Immigrant/Emigrant Experience 
The Politics of Reconciliation 
Theory of International Relations 

Trade, Aid and Partnership: External Aspects of European Economic 
and Political Integration  

World History since 1956                                             

World History 1914-1956 
*Elective courses will be opened provided that required minimum amount of students enrolls in a course. In case of 
insufficient number of students enrolled in a course, students will be required to select another one during modification 
of course enrollment. 
The Catalogue will still be modified. 
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one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Academic and Report Writing 

Magdalena Kraszewska, PhD 

academic year:  
spring semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

Academic writing  
During the academic writing module students will become familiar with wide range of aspects 
related to writing academic texts. Students will learn how to prepare and organize their 
writing, how to pre-write, redraft and edit academic texts. Moreover, they will learn to make 
a scientific argument and make good use of sources. Typical forms of academic writing, 
including essays, articles, dissertations and students projects reports will be discussed 
thoroughly. Crucial elements of academic texts such as title, abstract, introduction, literature 
review, method section, results, conclusion, discussion, recommendations, references, 
appendices will be analysed. After the course students are capable of discerning features of 
successful abstract, introduction, literature review and other elements of academic texts. They 
also recognize the characteristics of academic style and are capable of using it.  
 
Report writing for professional purposes  
Writing a good report is one of the most essential skills in professional environment.  
During the course students will be provided with practical information on how to write 
professional texts clearly and effectively. They will learn about numerous aspects of report 
writing i.e.: how to prepare and plan the report, how to organize the process of writing, 
revising and editing a text. Moreover, students will be given essential guidelines on methods 
of acquiring and evaluating information, characteristics of professional writing style and how 
to improve layout and design in their reports. Common types of reports will presented 
(interview report, minutes, research report, scientific report, students projects reports). Every 
theoretical class will be followed by practical exercises. 



 

one semester  
workshop 

(30h) 
Academic Writing and Study Skills 

Magdalena Kraszewska, PhD 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

  

The course consists of two modules: 1. academic writing and 2. study skills.  
1. In the part devoted to academic writing, students will read and analyse texts, do written 
exercises as well as write their own papers. They will learn how to organize their written work 
and how to prepare, draft and edit academic texts. The participants of the course will learn to 
use scientific evidence correctly, which will include citing sources, paraphrasing, making 
references, and most importantly avoiding plagiarism. They will also be introduced to typical 
elements of academic texts (abstract, introduction, method section, results, conclusions etc.). 
Students will also learn how to adjust the layout of a document to given requirements and 
how to present tables and figures. Finally, they will become familiar with different forms of 
academic writing including essays, literature reviews, dissertations and student project 
reports. 
2. The second module aims to improve students’ skills with regard to academic texts:  
interpretation, evaluation and synthesis of information. The participants of the course will 
learn to develop and validate scientific arguments. They will be provided with practical advice 
on effective studying including: reading strategies and note-taking techniques, methods of 
active learning and preparation for different types of examinations.   

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
American Political Tradition 

Marcin Gajek, PhD 

academic year:  
fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The course examines the most important elements that constitute American political tradition 
and civic culture – both in their theoretical  and practical dimension. It covers the evolution of 
American political tradition since the colonial times and presents its most important 
philosophical sources. During the course the students will read and analyze the basic ‘founding 
documents’ such as Mayflower Compact, Declaration of Independence, The Constitution of the 
United States, The Federalist Papers – discovering both their original and contemporary 
understanding. The will become familiar with the role of contractualism in American political 
tradition. The basic symbols of American political traditions will be identified and de-
constructed. Selected speeches (e. g. Washington’s Farewell Address, Lincoln’s Gettysburg 
Address, John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural Address) will be read and analyzed as well. Students will 
be acquainted with classic American political myths (such as “New Jerusalem” or “New Troy”) 
and then will try to answer how they influence contemporary American politics. We will 
discuss the notion of American creed and civic religion. Also the question of American national 
identity as well as American exceptionalism will be discussed. We debate to what extent 
American political tradition is specific and how it differs from European. Finally, we will briefly 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

discuss how change in understanding of basic political ideas influenced the evolution of 
American political system.  

Throughout the course the stress will be put on understanding the mutual relations between 
political tradition and the practice of American political life, as well as political institutions of 
the United States. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Analysis of Current International Affairs 

Agnieszka Nitza 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory 
(BA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

This seminar is designed to test students’ knowledge and understanding of current 
international affairs. The lecturer will be conducting the discussion of selective texts/events; 
the classes are about interacting with the students not lecturing. Students will be asked to 
choose at least 3 subjects per week that were especially interesting for them, investigate them 
deeply reading different sources (e.g. using EBSCO base). Students' interests and initial 
assignments will be coordinated at the first meeting. Students will be expected to be able to 
report on issues discussed in journals and other relevant sources, noting their importance and 
implications. Students are expected to be familiar with items covered and to contribute to the 
discussion at each session. The students will be obliged to follow current analysis, reports and 
publications available on the websites of leading think tanks and institutions such as e.g. The 
Heritage Foundation, The Brookings Institution, Carnegie Council, International Crisis Group; 
and services such as CNN Word section, BBC news. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Anthropological Roots of Social Behavior 

prof. Ewa Nowicka-Rusek 

academic year: 
fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Art, Value and International Relations 

Anna Szyjkowska-Piotrowska, PhD 

academic year:  
fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

A professional diplomat, businessman or an expert in sociology, culture or international 
relations cannot afford to be deprived of fundamental knowledge on the value of art, history 
of art and ways of discussing art. Works of art consist of not just canvas and paint or sculpted 
bronze, they is always a story behind them, a value in the biography of the artist, controversies 
in his life and the meaning of the object of art itself.  
    The aim of the course is to present students with practical know-how and important facts 
on the topic of art and value. The role of art in societies has always been most complex. It 
spreads from showing the social status, through strengthening the message by means of 
aesthetic glamour - be it secular or religious - or performing magic and even telling the story 
of human life, to property investment which shows the power of skilful marketing and finally 
to a tool of reconciliation or a bone of contention in diplomatic relations. 
    Therefore, we will be analysing the cultural and financial value of art. In our societies art is 
sometimes treated as a universal currency.  A painted canvas takes on the role of a banknote 
or becomes a property investment. For centuries works of art have also played a crucial role 
as tools in international relations.  
    This may result from the fact that their value can be seen as both universal and arbitrary. In 
what ways is the value of art universal? One possible answer is: by touching upon our common 
fate and human experience. Indeed, the market value of the work of art depends on many 
complex factors which we will cover in this course. 

one semester  
 (30h) 

seminar 

Behind Closed Doors: a history of the family in 
Europe 

Prof. Stefania Bernini 

academic year: 
fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

Behind Closed Doors uses the family as a way into the study of the political, social and cultural 
history of Europe. The course examines past and present conceptions of family life, as well as 
demographic, social and cultural changes related to the family. The course compares both the 
historical experience of the family across European societies and the Different ways in which 
the family has been studied and understood. The course Encourages students to think critically 
about the family as a historical concept, its representation, and the way in which the study of 
the family has informed understanding of Europe's historical development. The course 
challenges students to question the supposed separation between private and public Spheres 
and encourage them to think about the relevance of the domestic realm to Social and political 
life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Body Language &  Communication Training  

Klaudia Pingot 

academic year: 
fall semester 

 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

Non-verbal communication can predict anybody’s success or failure. If you know how to read 
and respond to Body Language and Micro Expressions on an advanced level, you can predict 
almost anything. It’s incredibly difficult to know what signs you are communicating on a daily 
basis. Body Language & Communication Training offers you the unique opportunity to work 
with a body language expert on the signals you may project.  
The class will open your eyes to a world of information you never knew existed and you will 
walk out the door with the unique ability to read peoples true emotions and desires. 
On classes You will be training: 
- body language 
- what kind of gestures and posture is adequate to the situation 
- how to give a perfect public speech 
- how to behave on job interview 
- how to read facial expressions and body language 
The aim of the course is to make students aware of multilevel and multicultural 
communication. 

one semester  
 (30h) 

seminar 
China in Contemporary World 

Zuzanna Burska, PhD; Amb. Ksawery Burski 

academic year: 
fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

"China in contemporary world" will provide students with basic knowledge regarding the 
processes of China's economic reforms and opening up to the outside world, its policy of 
modernization and its strategy of  declared 'peaceful rise', which resulted in turning China 
into  a "world factory", surpassing Japan as the second largest global economy, achieving the 
position  of  the strongest trading nation and a global  political player. What are 
China's  expectations regarding relations with other great powers and with its neighbours. How 
and when  the declared 'Chinese dream' may be realised. This basic knowledge should help the 
students follow  and understand the present "great game" in Asia and beyond. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 

Confronting the Past in postwar Europe 

Prof. Stefania Bernini 

 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

'Coming to Terms with the Past' is a continuing social and political challenge for all societies. 
In Europe, it is perhaps particularly so given the turmoil, the catastrophes, and the profound 
socio-economic and political changes of twentieth-century European history. This applies 
notably to the consequences and legacies of WWII and of Nazi and Fascist rule, especially the 
experience of the Holocaust, the response to Stalinism in its various manifestations 
throughout Eastern Europe and, more recently, the collapse of Soviet-style socialism. Facing 
the destruction wrought by war, by totalitarian regimes and dictatorships, with their 
unprecedented crimes, mass-scale deportations and genocide, has been and continues to be 
a confronting experience for ordinary citizens as much as for politicians, public intellectuals, 
artists and writers. The course is structured chronologically as well as thematically; its main 
aim and purpose are an investigation of public and cultural discourses. It will consider and 
analyse representative attempts at 'coming to terms with the past' as part of a process of 
public political culture and identity formation in contemporary European societies. 

one semester  
lecture 
(30h) 

 
Contemporary Economics Policy 

Dominik Smyrgała, PhD 

 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

The course aims at presenting the most important types of economic policy employed in the 
20th and 21st centuries with their effects. Historical approach is used, starting with the Great 
Depression and the then-deviced economic tools that were supposed to relieve it, ending up 
with the contemporary economic crisis. The dispute between Keynesian and Austrian 
approach is conducted throughout the course, the most important kinds of policies (ISI, EP, 
etc.) analysed. 
Grading: 100% final exam (test) 
Requirements: bas 



 

 

 

 

 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 

 

Corporate Social Responsibility 

Krzysztof Hagemejer 

 

 
academic year: 

fall semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

The course aims at introducing students to the ideas, challenges and controversies behind the 
notion of “corporate social responsibility”. After looking at how economic theory treats the 
issue of “external” effects of business activities, lectures will discuss historical evolution of 
ways how different stakeholders understand the responsibilities of the corporate enterprise 
towards society beyond its own shareholders. In this context students will learn about the 
roles of international labour standards set by tripartite International Labour Organization, 
United Nations Global Compact and its multidimensional approach to corporate social 
responsibility, existing OECD and EU guidelines in this area as well as ISO 26000 – guidelines 
on social responsibility developed by International Organization for Standardization. On the 
other hand one will look also at changing attitudes of the business world itself and at evolving 
approaches towards benchmarking business performance. Students will, individually and 
through group assignments, identify, analyse and discuss economic and social implications of 
specific various cases of business behaviour with respect to protection of human rights, labour 
standards and consumer interests, protection of environment, preventing corruption and 
unfair business practices, and involvement in development of local and global communities. 

one semester 
lecture/seminar 

(30h) 

 

Cultural Diversity of Polish Society 

Prof. Ewa Nowicka-Rusek 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 

 
Ecology versus Economy and Politics in the 

Contemporary Word  
 

Aleksander Gubrynowicz, PhD 
 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The general aim of the course is to make the students familiar with some basic problems and 
challenges which ecology poses toady: the lecture addresses the global dimension of 
environmental aspects of international politics as well as the "micro level" thus dealing not 
only with negotiations, treaty making mechanisms or global summits, but also with some basic 
principles of environmental policy, chief instruments applied to set an environmental target, 
and the mechanisms used to achieve it as well as the problem of lobbying and the right to 
environment as the human right. 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 

 
Elites and Leaders in Contemporary World 

 
Jan Pakulski, prof. 

 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

 

The course is designed for advanced (postgraduate) students. It introduces a research 
perspective, an ‘analytic toolbox’ and a theoretical model of elite politics. It also provides a 
guide for the application of this perspective and theory in contemporary social research. The 
course covers mainly the 20th and 21st century developments in advanced democracies. 
Students are encouraged to examine critically the contemporary elite perspective, and to 
apply this perspective in contemporary political analysis and research, including their own 
research projects.  

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 

 

Energy Security 
 

Dominik Smyrgała, PhD 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

 

The main aim of the course is to enable the students to properly understand the nature of the 
International Relations issues related to energy security. They should be able to know the main 
characteristics of energy resources, as well as the most important phenomena ruling the 
international trade of them. The most important factors affecting the energy security of any 
nation also will be widely discussed, including the political, legal, and technical issues. 
 
Grading and Requirements:  final written exam (test) - 12 open-answer questions - 80% of 
the grade, presentation in class - 20% of the grade. 
Requirements: good knowledge of economic geography 



 

 

one semester  
lecture/seminar  

(30h) 

 

Enlargement, Neighbourhood and Beyond: 
The European Union and its Regional Milieu 

 
Kerry Longhurst, PhD 

 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

 

This module shows European integration from the perspective of enlargement policy and the 
EU's interactions with states and regions in its immediate geographical milieu. One of the most 
important goals of this module is to situate enlargement as an integral and constant element 
of the EU's evolution. It considers the history, current dynamics and future perspectives 
attached to the enlargement process. The module will introduce aspects of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, its origins, drivers and objectives and instruments. The course will serve 
as a compulsory element for International Relations students and those on Diplomacy, Cultural 
Studies and East and Central European Studies. Materials will rely to EU documents on 
enlargement policy (and ENP); strategy papers and communications, country reports, progress 
reports, accession treaties and so on. Students will be given the task of orally presenting 
'position papers' on a particular country's readiness to accede to the EU or to become a 
candidate state. Students will learn about the various waves of enlargement and consider the 
impulses behind the widening of the EU, impacts upon European integration ‘big bang 
enlargement' of 2004. They will explore the interplay of political, economic, security and 
normative drivers behind enlargement, current enlargement dynamic, neighbourhood policy 
and cooperation, frontiers of the EU. Students will acquire a sophisticated understanding of 
the enlargement process in terms of empirical knowledge and conceptual debates in a 
historical and contemporary context. They will be able to differentiate between previous 
enlargement rounds and their characteristics and specific effects on integration in Europe. 
Students will acquire the practical skills and relevant vocabulary necessary to enable them to 
use web-based primary documents, raw data and reports. Students will gain understanding of 
the 2004 enlargement, comprehend its significance and be equipped to critically analyse the 
current on-going phase of enlargement. Students will be able to comprehend the similarities 
and differences between enlargement and neighbourhood policy and gather the conceptual 
and empirical tools to debate the relative merits of the two policies vis a vis the EU's 
neighbours. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester 
lecture/seminar 

(30h) 

 
EU as a Global Actor: Europe's power in the Age 

of Multipolarity 

Kerry Longhurst, PhD 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

 

The overall objective of the course is to situate the development of the EU's global 'actorness' 
in the broader setting of international relations. The module will fuse the study of European 
integration, international political economy and international relations. It targets students of 
cultural studies and sociology, as well as those on IR programmes. The module will run as a 
seminar, meaning a short lecture and active student participation. Students will be provided 
with detailed reading lists and key questions to guide their reading and research and to enable 
them to prepare for actively participating and leading discussions. Students will be introduced 
to the various 'future trends' and 'forward study' reports produced by governments and think 
tanks to enable them to analyse and interpret the types of political, economic, security-related 
and demographic trends and developments experts are foreseeing for the future world.  
The main content will be divided into four equal parts.  

1. Overview of the evolution of EU's external policies in its many dimensions, going 
beyond the traditional foreign and security policies, consideration of the notions of 
soft, transformative and normative power. 

2.  Domains of EU power in a global context: exploration and debate about the role of the 
EU as a trading power, the EU as a promoter of multilateralism and the rule of law, the 
EU as an exporter of good governance and stability via enlargement, stabilization and 
the European Neighbourhood Policy. 

3. Analysis of the changing context of international relations, debating the features of 
globalisation and multipolarity and the EU's position as a regional form of integration. 

4. Further analysis of concrete issues, including the rise of the 'BRIC' states, demographic 
trends, shifts in global economic and trade patterns towards the East and their 
multifarious implications for Europe and the EU. A further innovative aspect of the 
module will be its assessment methods; one task will be to produce a podcast reporting 
on future global trends and implications for the EU. 

The students will have a comprehensive understanding of the nature of the EU's external 
relations and its various expressions and policy manifestations, be able to define and critically 
analyse a range of global trends and processes and demonstrate an ability to interpret their 
implications for the EU, understand the specificities of the European model of integration in 
economic, political and cultural senses. 



 

 

 

one semester 
lecture/seminar 

(30h) 

 

EU Foreign and Security Priorities and 
Policies 

Kerry Longhurst, PhD 

 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

This course will provide students with a wide-ranging program of lectures honing in the subject 
of EU foreign and security policy. It will meet the needs of those students who already have 
knowledge of the institutions and policy making processes of the EU and want to specialise 
and those students following courses such as Diplomacy or China Studies who wish to bring an 
EU dimension into their learning. Beginning with an introduction to the historical chronology 
of the policy area and discussion of when and why jumps forwards or set-backs occurred in EU 
member states ambitions in this area, the course will encourage students to consider why 
foreign and security policy have (and continue to be) contentious. It will nurture thinking about 
the concept of national sovereignty. Following this the course will pick up on the momentum 
which began in the 1990s and arguably accelerated in the 2000's, which saw a greater degree 
of integration and joined-up thinking on foreign and security issues amongst member states, 
but at the same time saw the EU split over many security challenges.  Students will study the 
European Security Strategy and assess how far Europe's rhetoric was has been matched by 
real commitments. The course will then pick up case studies of civil and military deployments 
(Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq) and more recent conflicts (Mali) and consider questions relating 
to decision making and policy implementation 

(post-Lisbon) and institutions, defence procurement issues and transatlantic relations to 
encourage students to critically analyse EU policy in this area. The module will be run as a 
lecture, but with time devoted to discussion with students. 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 

EU - Asia: Trade and Foreign Direct 
Investments (FDI) Flows 

Jacek Rosa, PhD 

 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

New opportunities, especially in the field of FDI occurred after reunification of Germany and 
reuniting of both parts of Europe. Flows of capital in both directions took place after 1989. 
Countries once affected by false economic system took their chances in the Eastern part of 
Europe. At the same time China introduced new economic system which has little to do with 
old state run inefficient economy. India and states of South - East Asia emerged as new 
economic powers. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The analysis will focus on the changes in trade structure, trade destinations and patterns of 
FDI.  Important element of the analysis will be attempt to answer the question who in longer 
run Asia or Europe is better equipped to win the competition on the world markets. 
Are Europe and Asia competitors or maybe they are complimentary to each other and prone 
to cooperate using political capital of mental and geographical proximity to Europe? Will one 
day Eurasian Union, European Union and sino-Pacific area of Far East Sates create powerful 
block of new core of macroeconomic world engine, replacing American leadership in second 
half of 21st century? Question like these arise and are perfect ground for intellectual debate 
about future shape of our globe. 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 
European Civilization 

Prof. Leszek Jesień 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

The European Civilization course will strive to show the usefulness of the concept for 
contemporary international relations. It will give the students an opportunity to get 
acquainted with the basic elements of the European civilization history and development, 
while introducing a long duration perspective. It will also draw attention to the effects of 
civilizational choices made across centuries, more recent decades and quite recently. The 
reasons of, main problems with, and consequences of first and second world wars will be 
discussed. The concept of the European integration will be analysed. 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 
Foreign and Security Policy of the US 

Loramy Gerstbauer, Fulbright Scholar 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 3 

 

This course seeks to explain and evaluate the foreign and security policy of the United States, 
with a main focus on the Cold War to the present.  There are three threads to the course that 
will be intertwined throughout the semester.  The first is an exploration of US national interest 
and values represented in foreign policy both past and present.  Secondly, what theories and 
models help explain specific foreign policy decisions? Finally, we will analyse the role of the US 
in the world today by looking at three specific trends or debates:  the US as an imperial nation, 
the US as a champion of human rights, and the US as a privatized power whose government is 
really run by corporations and other nongovernmental entities. 
This course aims to help students: 

1.  develop their own understandings and views of the interests, values, and role of the  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

USA in the world 
2.  discover concepts, theories and frameworks through which to analyse US foreign and 
security policy process and conduct, past and present 
3.  advance their knowledge of specific issues and cases in US foreign policy 

one semester 
workshop 

(30h) 
Global Media - reading/watching room 

Michał Broniatowski 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

  

It is essential that a journalist specializing in world news knows where to find them.  
One needs to know where to find the most reliable information from the best informed 
sources. It is also important to get this information fast and well edited.  
A good international reporter must be capable of telling a pure and objective description of 
facts from a commentary or bias.  
These days it is not enough though to rely only on traditional media - TV, press or radio. It is 
the web that provides a wealth of valuable news but one needs to be able to search for it and 
to verify the reliability of sources. 
Our lectures will walk the students through the world of international media and will provide 
insights into real stories and issues related to their verification and interpretation 

one semester 
lecture 
(30h) 

History of Diplomacy 

Prof. Paweł Dobrowolski 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

An overview of issues related to international relations and diplomatic practices between XVth 
and XXth centuries, with particular emphasis on long term developments, growth of skilled-
based foreign service, as well as recurrent problems. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester 
lecture 
(30h) 

Images of Women in Contemporary Literature 

Prof. Tamra Horton, Fulbright Scholar 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

This course surveys selected pieces of literature, including poetry, short stories, plays and 
novels, which reflect significant ideas and attitudes about women.  It includes an intensive 
examination of the changing images of women in society as portrayed by both male and 
female authors.  The pattern of women’s lives—youth, young adult, middle and old age— as 
depicted in literature will be explored, and the iconic roles through which women are 
portrayed in literature—daughter, mother, wife, nurturer, Madonna, sexual being, spinster—
will be critiqued.  Thematic depictions of women of different time periods, locations, belief 
systems, and socioeconomic means will be scrutinized for comparison and verisimilitude. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 

International Business Strategies 

Prof. Maria Aluchna 

 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

The course focuses on the functioning of the multinational companies operating on the global 
market and addresses the topics of international business strategies. It delivers the theoretical 
framework for international business strategies emphasizing the challenges and the  
opportunities provided by the global market and providing economic analysis of the forces 
driving international business. The course considers the objectives and strategies of 
international business addressing the themes of the classical typology of strategies, blue 
ocean, hidden champions experience.  The course covers alternative modes of market entry, 
including import and export through intermediaries, contracting with suppliers and 
distributors, strategic alliances and partnerships, and foreign direct investment (FDI).  Case 
studies are used to illustrate the basic principles of multinational business management and 
strategy. The course requires the interaction between students and the instructors as for each 
class the presentation of the material provided by the lecturer will be followed by the analysis 
of the case. The final classes will be devoted to the presentations of students’. Despite 
providing the knowledge on international business the course also aims at developing certain 
skills of students such as critical thinking and analysis, team work, interaction and presentation 
skills. 



 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

International Business: Theory and Practice 

Prof. Maria Aluchna 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

The course addresses the topics of the theoretical and practical aspects of international 
business. Since globalization presents unique opportunities and challenges for business 
growth and development the course focuses on the steps of strategic analysis, goals and 
objectives settings followed by business level and corporate level strategy formulation in the 
multinational companies. The course draws attention to the dynamics of international market 
with the reference to their growth rates, institutional framework, legal regimes which affect 
the company functioning on a certain market. On the level of international strategies the 
course considers alternative modes of market entry, including import and export through 
intermediaries, contracting with suppliers and distributors, strategic alliances and foreign 
direct investment (FDI). Case studies are used to illustrate the basic principles of multinational 
business management and strategy. The course requires the interaction between students and 
the instructors as for each class the presentation of the material provided by the lecturer will 
be followed by the analysis of the case. The final classes will be devoted to the presentations 
of students’. Despite providing the knowledge on international business the course also aims 
at developing certain skills of students such as critical thinking and analysis, team work, 
interaction and presentation skills. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

International Communication in a World of 
Changing Media 

Nissan Tzur  

 
 academic year: 

fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The “International communication in a world of changing media” course will offer a 
comprehensive review of media systems in different parts of the world and the work of a 
Correspondent abroad.   
The students will learn how Journalists work in a world of new and changing media outlets, in 
different geographic areas and under many and changing conditions, as: media under 
dictatorship regimes, media in war zones, media under censorship and different ways of 
bypassing censorship, the most important news and photo agencies around the world, 
photojournalism, important rules for being a successful correspondent and of working in a 
different country - developing useful connections and information sources, discovering 
interesting stories, how to avoid being manipulated, avoiding stereotypes, and more.   
The course will help the students to become familiar with the influence of the media on 
relations between countries and individuals, and the global effect of the media. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The students will take an active part in the lessons and will have the opportunity to learn from 
first hand of the Correspondent’s work and the differences between media systems in 
different regions of the world.        
The course will include movies, presentations and workshops.   

two semesters 
lecture/seminar 

(30h per each 
semester) 

International Economics 

Michal Brzozowski, PhD 

 
academic year: 
fall and spring 

semesters 

obligatory (BA) 
ECTS: 3 per 
semester 

  

We live in a global economy in which international trade and international capital flows are 
now more important to an economy than it used to be. The subject matter of the course will 
consist of issues raised by the special problems of economic interaction between sovereign 
states. The International Economics course provides tools of analysis for understanding 
international economic relations and evaluating international economic policies. The first half 
of the course covers international trade issues. Students examine alternative explanations of 
the pattern of trade among countries and the potential economic gains from trade. The course 
pays particular attention to differences in technology, the availability of capital, labour and 
other factors of production, and the existence of economies of scale. It assesses the 
consequences of policies to restrict international trade and considers possible motivations for 
protectionist policies that are chosen. The second part of the course is devoted to international 
finance and covers a broad range of topics including exchange rate determination, monetary 
and fiscal policy in an open economy, balance of payments crises and the relative advantages 
of fixed and flexible exchange rate systems. The insights provided by these theoretical 
frameworks will enable students to discuss topics such as the single currency in Europe, 
currency crises, government intervention in the foreign exchange market and the role of 
international factors in a nation’s economic performance. The course has five main objectives. 
It develops an understanding how international trade and financial relations affect consumers, 
firms, and economic policy. Students learn to critically evaluate the claims of politicians and 
other policymakers regarding the economic effects of their proposals of macroeconomic policy 
and international trade. They gain factual knowledge about international trade and finance. 
Finally, they develop the ability to use a set of theoretical tools that will assist the international 
professional/business person to make better decisions related to the global economic 
environment. By working in groups on projects, they also learn about teamwork, managing 
complex assignments and communicating professionally. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester 
seminar 

(16h) 
International Migration – Facts and Myths 

Agnieszka Weinar 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

elective ECTS: 3 

  

In the todays globalized world over 200 million people are international migrants, but 
estimated three times more are internationally mobile. Migration touches at the very core of 
group identity, reinvigorating the discourses of Us and Others and thus becomes a vivid topic 
in public debates. As a transnational phenomenon it contests the prerogatives of the nation-
state and brings to the front the importance of the international-level governance. 
 
This interdisciplinary course explores the current debates in international migration. Going 
beyond the popular views on various phenomena related to reasons for and results of human 
mobility, it offers a survey of academic literature on international migration in comparative 
perspective. During the course the students will acquire basic knowledge and skills in the field 
of migration studies as regards theories and methods. Topics covered include immigration and 
emigration policies, integration and segregation processes, cultural diversity, economics of 
international migration and globalisation of mobility. As the migratory phenomena are to a 
great extend universal, the geographical focus is on the regions of the world, with a special 
emphasis on the European Union. The course is aimed for students of sociology, international 
relations and journalism. The course offers an innovative structure: 80% of on-line work, 
including webinars, and 20% of contact hours. 
The core competencies developed by the course include: 
- conducting an informed debate on contentious topics in the field of migration; 
- analysing  the interplay between various migration policies and migration flows; 
- understanding and interpreting statistical information that describes international migration 
challenges; 
- designing individual research in the field of migration studies, e.g. research grant applications, 
MA design or PhD application; 
- using web-tools for group communication such as webinar software. 

one semester 
seminar 

(30h) 
International Negotiations 

Ryszard Żółtaniecki, PhD 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

The most general aim of the subject is to provide tools for understanding phenomena and 
processes occurring in global international relations. It is a specific combination of academic 
approach and technical knowledge of diplomacy. Historic background provided at the 
beginning of the course leads to presentation of diplomatic dynamism of 21st century. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
International Organizations 

Dominik Smyrgała, PhD  

 
 academic year: 

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

  

The goal of the course is to present the contemporary structure of the most important 
international organizations, both intergovernmental and non-governmental ones. It focuses 
on historical and geopolitical analysis, showing the major processes and turning points in the 
development of international organizations and their place in the system of international 
relations. 
Grading: 100% - written test (open-ended questions). 
Requirements: basic knowledge of political geography and history of the 20th century. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
International Relations in the Middle East 

Maciej Kozłowski, PhD 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

Provide knowledge of the modern history and politics in the Middle East. Major conflicts in the 
region and possibilities of their solutions. Knowledge of the current social and political 
developments in the Middle East. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Introduction to American Cinema 

Prof. Tamra Horton, Fullbright Scholar 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

This course examines the representative genres of American Cinema—including 
horror/suspense, the musical, the western, gangster and cop films, screwball comedy, teen 
angst, the star vehicle, the combat film, and others—as established narrative forms that may 
be strictly followed or subverted.  We will study the influence iconic directors—Francis Ford 
Coppola, Walt Disney, Alfred Hitchcock, John Hughes, George Lucas, Steven Spielberg, Oliver 
Stone, and others—have had on the American movie-making tradition.  Films will be explored 
as representative of sociological perspectives; as illustrative of ideologies and critique of 
ideologies.  Institutional Hollywood will be evaluated in terms of its impact, both negative and 
positive, on U.S. and global cultures and economies. 



 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Introduction to Cinema 

Prof. Tamra Horton, Fullbright Scholar 

 
academic year: fall 

semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

This course explores the broad range of human experience inherent in the study of film as art. 
Using a number of films drawn from various genres, the course examines film from historical, 
social, technological and aesthetic perspectives.  Topics include: Films’ implied arguments and 
qualities from multiple perspectives; films’ story, genre, history, country of origin; terminology 
on how film develops theme and narrative significance including mise-en-scène; photographic 
shots, angles, and light; composition, editing, kinetics and the moving camera; story 
development through the classical paradigm; realistic, formalistic and nonfictional narratives; 
the screenplay; sound effects, music, and silence as a narrative device that conveys meaning 
beyond the use of dialog; artistic vision and auteur theory; early film history and the influence 
of early techniques. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 

Introduction to International Business 

Prof. Maria Aluchna 

 
academic year: 

fall semester 
obligatory 

(MA) 
ECTS: 4 

  

The course delivers the introductory remarks on international business addressing the 
framework for international business emphasizing the challenges and the  opportunities 
provided by the global market and providing economic analysis of the forces driving 
international business. It outlines the analysis of the macro and microenvironment of 
multinational companies, stakeholders expectations and the market dynamics in both 
developed countries and developing economies. The course draws attention to the dynamics 
of international market with the reference to their growth rates, institutional framework, legal 
regimes which affect the company functioning on a certain market. Additional topics covered 
in the course include gains from trade, costs of trade and the competitive strategy of the 
international business. It also addresses the selected elements of international business which 
may both inhibit or support the development of a company such as cultural and 
communication differences, leadership styles as well as trends for globalization and 
unification. Case studies are used to illustrate the basic principles of multinational business 
management and strategy. The course requires the interaction between students and the 
instructors as for each class the presentation of the material provided by the lecturer will be 
followed by the analysis of the case. The final classes will be devoted to the presentations of 
students’. Despite providing the knowledge on international business the course also aims at 
developing certain skills of students such as critical thinking and analysis, team work, 
interaction and presentation skills. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Introduction to International Relations 

Radosław Stanczewski, PhD 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

  This course is designed to introduce students to the major theoretical approaches to 
international politics, to explore important historical and contemporary questions and debates 
in international affairs, and to teach students to think critically about international relations. 
In order to understand connections among states, the course will explore vital topics such as 
war, cooperation, international law, political economy, human rights and the forms of conflict 
that characterize the international system. Upon successful completion of the course the 
student will have learned to identify and critically analyse: 

 The various theories of state behaviour and their application to current and past 
political events; 

 The causes of war and other forms of conflict, such as ethnic conflict; 

 The influence of non-state actors such as international organizations on the actions of 
states; 
How and why cooperation occurs in the international system; 

 Issues concerning current international relations and the way they shape the foreign 
policy decisions of states. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(16h) 
Introduction to Law 

Aleksander Gubrynowicz, PhD 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 2 

  

  This course introduces students to basic legal concepts about the law, its sources, principles 
and procedures. It is designed to provide the student with an understanding of the structure 
of Polish, English and European legal system including the role of the judicial, legislative, and 
executive branches of law, as well as human rights, civic duties, criminal law and some aspects 
of international law. After the course the student is aware of the basic notions and concept of 
law as such, has certain knowledge on key legal terms (i.e.  legal norm, comity,  custom, 
responsibility, liability, guilt etc.), is able to indicate the key differences between the main legal  
branches (private, criminal, administrative, state and international law) and knows some basic 
principles of those branches as well. He/she is aware of the existence of the two big European 
legal cultures (common law, civil law countries) and can indicate some key differences 
between the Transatlantic legal communities and Islamic law and the Chinese legal tradition. 
He/she can explain the key factors stimulating the legal exchange between international law, 
European law and domestic law of the EU Member States. During the lecture some emphasis 
will be put on some other question such as the idea of rule of law, some rules of interpretation 
as well as on mechanism of creation, application, modification and expiration of a legal norm. 
This lecture is interactive in its character. During the lecture some cases or classical text 
produced by the top legal scholars are submitted for discussion with the participants. The 
exam is an oral one. The main idea of the exam is based on a sort of simulation aiming at 
establishing if a student is able to reconstruct a line of reasoning as adopted on day – to – day 
basis by state and international organs when settling disputes between individuals, public 
administration and other actors. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Introduction to Negotiations 

Ryszard Żółtaniecki, PhD 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

The leading idea of the course is to provide knowledge about  internal, multidimentional logic 
of international game and to establish basic negotiation skills. The very course after general 
introduction will focus on practical simulation games. Students will learn how to negotiate, 
how to develop personal capabilities to solve existing and expected conflicts. 
Identical description is applicable for MA students but at more advanced and sophisticated 
level. 



 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
lecture 
(16h) 

 
Introduction to Political and Economic 

Geography 

Prof. Izabella Łęcka 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 2 

  

In the lecturer we will talk about politics and economy in the context of major set of problems 
as poverty, inequality, population growth, health, environmental degradation, globalization 
and political instability. Certain part of lecturer we will devote for observation of some political 
changes on the world map. Also we will focus on questions concerning some 
theories/conception of economic wellbeing and on the international aid policy. Lectures 
complement fragments of films. 

one semester  
lecture 
(30h) 

obligatory (BA) 

Introduction to Political Science 

Marcin Gajek, PhD 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 
ECTS: 3 

  

  

The course offers an introduction to the basic concepts, theories and scientific approaches 
used in political science. It will present different definitions of politics and various dimensions 
of political life. Mutual relations between political science and other fields of social science (e. 
g. sociology, economy, law) will be explained. Basic theories and methods of political analysis 
will be briefly presented. Separate classes will be devoted to analysis of such concepts as: 

- the state; 
- society, political community, ethnic groups, nation and nationalism; 
- political power – its dimensions, institutions and legitimacy; 
- governments, systems and regimes; 
- political culture and political communication; 
- political parties and party systems; 
- elections and voting; 
- political ideologies; 
- interest groups and social movements; 
- division of power and different branches of government; 
- political process and its dimensions. 

 
After passing the course students should be able to understand the dynamics of political life: 
identify major institutions and actors, analyse their interactions, explain their motivations. 
They should also acquire proper language and terminology necessary to describe political 
phenomena. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
lecture 
(16h) 

Introduction to Sociology 

Monika Nowicka 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 2 

  

The aim of the course is to familiarize students with sociology as a useful tool to analyze social 
world. By means of seminar discussion, carrying out projects and preparing presentations 
students will gain knowledge and understanding of basic sociological concepts and categories. 
The discussion in the meetings is based on reading materials, exercises and practical tasks to 
be prepared by the students as their homework. Classes introduce the basic issues and 
concepts of sociology and the various ways to analyze social phenomena. The course covers 
topics ranging from micro to macro level of society including among others: socialization, 
identity, culture, media, stratification and globalization. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Israel in Contemporary World 

Nili Amit 

 
academic year: 
fall semester  

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The purpose of the course is to introduce the students to the social and cultural changes which 
Israel has undergone from the time of the first pioneers till the present day. The course will try 
to demonstrate the transition of Israel from a collective society, centred around a single 
historical narrative, into an individualistic and multicultural state, so different from the original 
ethos of its founding fathers. After introducing the beginnings of the Jewish settlement in Eretz 
Israel in modern times the course will focus on such symbols of Israeli identity as the revived 
Hebrew language, "Sabra" (the first generation Israelis), the role of the army, the phenomenon 
of the kibbutz and also the ambivalent and painful treatment of the Holocaust. The topics will 
be illustrated by viewing Israeli films which will be analysed and discussed together with the 
students. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Law & Economics 

Robert Steinbuch, Fulbright Scholar 

 
academic year: 
spring semester  

elective ECTS: 4 

  

About 2/3 of this course will focus on an introduction to economics, using a basic economics 

text.  The remaining portion of the course will cover the intersection of law and 

economics.  Law and economics scholars convincingly demonstrate that much of the law is 

predicated upon economic principles of efficiency and they posit that this approach should 

be consciously pursued prospectively. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Law & Medicine 

Robert Steinbuch, Fulbright Scholar 

 
academic year: 
spring semester  

elective ECTS: 4 

  

This course will analyze a series of discreet issues of law and medicine, such as:  the sale 

of human kidneys, surrogate motherhood, and the obligation of psychotherapists to 

disclose to relevant parties the identity of potentially imminently dangerous patients.  This 

course intersects issues of law, medicine, ethics, and economics. 

one semester  
lecture 
(30h) 

Living in small groups: theory and practice 

Monika Nowicka 

 
academic year: 
fall semester  

elective ECTS: 4 

  

People spend all their lives living in small groups whether they like it or not. The aim of the 
course is to find an answer to the question of how groups can help us reach our goals, satisfy 
our needs and beat the odds. To be a successful member of a group, one needs to understand 
what it is and how it works. During the course various theories of groups will be presented, 
basics concepts will be discussed. Students will familiarize with such issues as: group 
structures, group dynamics, conflict solving, leadership, communication and more. The 
discussion in the meetings is based on reading materials, exercises and practical tasks to be 
prepared by the students as their homework. 

one semester  
lecture/seminar 

(30h) 
Macroeconomics 

Joanna Siwińska, PhD 

 
academic year:  

 spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

 

The course will introduce students to the models and techniques used in modern 
macroeconomic theory. The models will be linked to a discussion of the performance of the 
Polish, European and the U.S. economy. This course will provide students with a basic 
understanding of the mechanisms that drive inflation, unemployment, and output. It will 
cover: equilibrium in the goods and assets markets, the determinants of the rate of economic 
growth; the cyclical behaviour of the economy and the stabilizing role of fiscal and monetary 
policy. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Marketing 

Magdalena Kraszewska, PhD 

 
academic year: 

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

Marketing focuses on customers. Marketing deals with products, distribution, promotion and 
price. Marketing builds satisfying exchange relationships. Marketing occurs in a dynamic 
environment. In this introductory marketing course lectures are to be organised around the 
above fundamental statements. The course aims to give a clear and concise understanding of 
marketing concepts, problems, processes and applications. Along the course students will 
become familiar with the cornerstones of marketing principles such as analysis of marketing 
environment, consumer behaviour, segmentation, targeting, positioning, brand building, 
pricing, communications, and marketing research. In the same time students will have an 
opportunity to analyse and discuss marketing applications using real-world examples both 
from the business world and their personal lives. 

one semester  
lecture 
(30h) 

Media and Elections 

Tomasz Płudowski, PhD 

 
academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

This is an introductory course on media and elections in the western world. The purpose of 
the class is to present the theory and practice of electoral communication since mid-20th 
century. Upon completion of the course the students will have learned the most important 
examples of successful and unsuccessful use of media in elections. Topics include message 
types, old, new and social media. The students will also have discussed major theories of media 
effects as well as political science research on voter participation and choice. Finally, they will 
have had the opportunity to apply their theoretical knowledge and produce a campaign 
message of their own. 



 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Media and Public Diplomacy 

Amb. Grzegorz Dziemidowicz 

 
academic year: 

fall semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4  

  

In modern societies Public diplomacy became one of the most important factors of 
policymaking with increasing spheres of activity and influence. 
The course will concentrate on defining the concept of PD and areas of interaction between 
main institutions as government, NGO-s, mass media, international and regional structures. 
Moreover the course will also highlight the conditions necessary for the efficient management 
of information as well as strategic communication and political relationship building. 

one semester  
workshop 

(30h) 
Media Evolution - Past, Present, Future 

 Robert Kozak 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

 

Nowadays we live in a world, where every area of our life changes and those changes become 
bigger and faster every day, week, month etc. It happens due to the development of 
technology and social media, as well as the growth of globalisation and many other 
phenomena.  

A lot of significant changes exist also in the media.  During the workshop: “Media 
Evolution – Past, Present, Future” our lecturers will focus on the changes, which occurred in 
the media during the past few years. 

 Both the lecturers and workshop’s participants will be put into discussion about the 
future of the media in today’s ‘fast-changing’ environment. You 
will focus mainly on the changes happening in the radio, TV, the 
New Media as well as the press.  

Trying to extrapolate today’s changes is another question for 
participants of the workshop to cope with. This will be done in order 
to predict what the role of the media and the journalism will be in 

the following years. Moreover, have you ever ask yourself what are the factors that won’t 
ever change? Nowadays anyone can single-handedly reach the millions of audience.  then?  

Is there any 

place for 

Editorial 

Office left? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During the lectures you will find an answer for many questions through the discussion 
about business models that exist in the media and changes, which can be easily observed. 
Furthermore, you will discuss the nature of relationship between media or business as well 
as politics and ask yourself how these modify in relation to the 
development of technology. We will also deal with the problem of the 
media’s law regulations and discuss the changes that need to be done in 
order to adjust them to Social and New Media ages.  

As explained above, the main goal of the workshop “Media 
Evolution – Past, Present, Future” is to understand the nature of the 
media and the changes occurring in it due to the fast-developing 
technology. 

one semester 
lecture/seminar 

(30h) 
Microeconomics 

Joanna Siwińska, PhD 

 
academic year: 

fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

  

The course aims at providing students with an introduction to economic theory that applies to 
decisions made by consumers and producers within a larger economic system. The course 
covers basic concepts and approaches needed to undertake the analysis of markets from 
microeconomic perspective. It introduces economic models and shows how they can be 
applied to solve real policy issues and problems. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 
Migration and Immigration Challenges in the 

Visegrad Region 

 Kerry Longhurst, PhD 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 
 
 

Explore the 

nature of 

the media 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

Negotiating Across Cultures 

 

 
academic year: 
spring semester 

 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 
 

one semester  
 seminar 

(30h) 

New Concepts of Leadership – from Personal to 
Global Leader 

Wioletta Małota 

 
academic year:  

fall semester 
obligatory 

(MA) 
ECTS: 4 

  

During the module students will become familiar with different concepts of leadership – from 
traditional, situational to global leadership. The will learn competencies which leaders in 
different position (politics, economy) need to be effective. The will study leadership styles in 
different cultures and how the leadership model has changed in contemporary times. The 
seminar is designed to be interactive, students will analyse different leadership styles of 
contemporary leaders and the way they influence the world. In the result of the course 
students will able to recognize different leadership styles and access their influence. This 
competency gives the students more understanding of societal dynamics and global approach. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
New Media in Socio-Political Context  

      Michał Kuź, PhD 

academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

The use of internet and social media is changing politics and social campaigns. This becomes 

especially pertinent with the rise of web 2.0, which is based on user-generated content. 

The process has huge implication for politicians, journalist and campaigners who need to 

acknowledge the change and create massages targeted to a new type of citizen – the digital 

native (i.e. a person born into the digital society).The old paradigm of reaching for the 

undecided center with the help of the old media (Radio, TV, newspapers and 

advertisements) is slowly being substituted with the new logic of building a patch-work 

collation of different “tribes” (Mafessoli). Facebook and Twitter “armies” of supporters are 

instruments of campaigns, revolutions, political movements, they even play a role in real 

military conflicts. The new media also reshape the way the digital natives think about issues 

such as rights, privacy and political ideologies.  

The course will consist of two components. The theoretical part will focus on insights based 

on readings from some of the major theorists of media (Giovani Satori, Michel Maffesoli, Don 

Tapscott, Henry Jenkins, Sam Ford and Joshua Green etc.). The practical component will be 

an analysis of particular techniques used in campaigns and cause-based movements. I will 

also draw on my personal experience as an executive editor of an on-line journal of political 

ideas and a social media communication coordinator. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
New Media Theories and Concepts 

Piotr Stasiak 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

The seminar is devoted to present and discuss the major changes which occur in the modern 
media ecosystem. The main reason for this tectonically shift is obviously internet and digital 
revolution. The main topics of seminar include: changes in news reporting, new needs of 
internet audiences, new form journalism (video, bloggers, social), the role of social media, "old 
media" vs "new media", "digital first" strategies, the business models of the media on the web. 
The lecturer works on the most recent media cases, presents real best (and worst) practices. 
The creative participation from the course attendees is highly anticipated.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

two semesters 
workshop  

(30h per each 
semester) 

News Writing 

Michał Broniatowski 

 
academic year: 
fall and spring 

semesters 

obligatory (BA) 
ECTS: 5 per fall 
semester, 4 per 
spring semester 

  

Journalists not only need to be good writers but they must know professional rules of genres 
in which they want to specialize. Covering a developing story requires different skills from 
writing a commentary or analysis or a piece to camera.  
The series of news writing lectures will include a lot of examples and a live training in 
structuring news items, editing and publishing. And not only for traditional but also for social 
media like Twitter or You Tube. 

one semester 
seminar  

(30h) 

Online mass communication. Power of 
knowledge art of manipulation? 

Hubert Różyk 

academic year: 
spring semester 

elective ECTS: 4  

  

The course is being prepared. 
 

one semester 
seminar  

(30h) 
Philosophical Responses to Popular Culture 

dr Adam Lipszyc 

academic year: 
fall semester  

elective ECTS: 4  

  

The rapid development of the new media and the spread of popular culture in the 20th century 
was seen as a challenge by a number of philosophers. Many of them saw in these phenomena 
a crucial symptom of the most fateful developments in our civilization, the key to the world of 
late capitalism and to the truth about human condition. They understood that the new popular 
culture demands radical changes in our understanding of art and communication, but it also 
affects the very way we live and perceive the world. Some saw it as a threat – or even a sign 
of the deepest crisis that humanity ever experienced – some were ambivalent about, some 
greeted it as the sign of a revolutionary change in human history. During the course we shall 
read and discuss the most important philosophical texts on the nature and meaning of popular 



 

 

 

 

 

 

culture, by such eminent theorists as Siegfried Kracauer, Walter Benjamin, Theodor Adorno, 
Marshall McLuhan, Slavoj Žižek. 

two semesters  
lecture 

(30h per each 
semester) 

Philosophy  

Prof. Nina Gładziuk 

academic year: 
fall and spring 

semesters 

obligatory (BA) 
ECTS: 4 per  
semester 

  

The proposed course is aimed at presenting to students in a compact way diverse views, 
concepts and ideas that shaped Anglo-American and European-Continental traditions of 
philosophical thought since Greek antiquity till contemporary post-modern theory.  
Why these days it is important to be familiar with main currents of western philosophy?  And 
– to ask more specifically – why it is important to understand them for a student of Collegium 
Civitas? The answers are simple. In a present digital culture students have to confront a true 
overabundance of easily accessible information and quite often get lost in the middle of it. 
Therefore having some conceptual criteria for selecting and comprehending information 
seems to be indispensable. Philosophy delivers intellectual tools to deal with the problem. 
Understanding the Past always helps to understand the Present. Studying philosophy provides 
valuable history-of-ideas-perspective that makes perception of our own problems and 
dilemmas more substantive and better structured. Thanks to this course students can learn 
how many out of historical concepts proved to be essential to inform our contemporary 
concerns and debates. Since Collegium Civitas is designed as a school for social-political 
studies, philosophy provides most general body of knowledge to discuss further, on other 
social science courses, issues such as: state and society, individual and community, democracy 
and dictatorship, constitutionalism and rights, property and free economy, independence and 
autonomy, human equality and dignity, liberty and power, authority and tolerance, human 
nature, race and gender. Studying philosophy can make students more reflective when they 
choose other social science courses. It is so because philosophy makes one more attentive to 
the language of any discourse. For instance, the political can be today comprehended by such 
popular yet contradictory metaphors as: organism, mechanism, architecture, spectacle, 
bargain or war and campaign etc. It is important to be aware that such popular metaphors are 
not innocent, they highlight certain ways of understanding political phenomena and at the 
same time they downplay other. The main method of this course will be common reading and 
interpretation of the essential texts of the Western Canon.  Personal contribution to the class 
will be expected and encouraged in many ways such as individual presentations, participation 
in task groups, exercises in debating and argument. Philosophy will turn to be a solid academic 
companion when students will learn how many old ideas seem to still inform our 
contemporary concerns and dilemmas. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 
Polish Foreign Policy 

Tadeusz Diem, PhD 

 

academic year: 
spring semester 

 

elective ECTS: 4 

 

The critical analysis of fundamental goals of foreign policy of Poland in the XX century. The main 
problems of international security of Europe. The totalitarian regimes and foreign relations, the 
consequences for the Euro-Atlantic sphere. 

one semester  
workshop 

(30h) 
Professional Standards 

Grzegorz Lindenberg 

academic year: 
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

 

If we believe that high quality media are indispensable for democratic societies to stay 
informed on public affairs and for controlling their governments than excellent, professional 
journalists are needed to do the job. For journalists  “professional” means much more than just 
“technically” proficient, it also means behaving according to professional standards. 
 
This lecture/seminar/workshop will aim at explaining: 

 what is the role of media in democracy 

 why professional standards for journalists and media are needed 

 what are the most important ethical rules/professional standards of news gathering and  
news publishing/broadcasting. 

 
During the course students will: 

 learn examples of journalists' professional standards from several major news and 
journalists' organizations 

 discuss cases from media publications/broadcasts that are incongruent with journalism 
standards (mostly from state-controlled media such as Press TV Iranian agency or Russia 
Today but also from other media) 

 prepare and discuss cases of media/journalists from their home countries  

 discuss cases of ethical dilemmas facing journalists. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Public Relations 

Agnieszka Biernacka-Szpunar 

academic year: 
spring 

semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

The main aims of the Public Relations course are:  

 Transfer of knowledge about the reliable and ethical communication management 
activities of Public Relations. Approximation issues of Public Relations Management 
as a process of communication, covering many areas of the organization. 

 The acquisition of practical skills to construct a plan of PR and communication 
programs, consistent with the strategic plans of the company. 

 Gaining skills in selected communication tools and knowledge of building reliable 
business relationship with the environment 

The Public Relations course is based on the case studies, workshops and practical exercises. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Research Methodology 

Katarzyna Iwińska, PhD 

academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

 

This course introduces students to the range of methods within social and political sciences.  
It provides firsthand experience with the specific procedures through which social science 
knowledge is developed. It emphasizes the interaction between theory and research. The 
emphasis will be on general procedures and on concrete techniques. Students will be expected 
to work in groups and carry out a small scale research project wherein they generate and 
analyze data, or work with data already available from some surveys. Teaching will take the 
form of a mixed lecture and workshop format (project driven).  
 
This course will: (1) familiarize students with social research methods, (2) offer “hands on” 
experience to many of the methods discussed in class, (3) offer an opportunity to select a 
reading source of interest to critically engage with its methods (to complete BA/MA), (4) write 
an original research proposal to address a particular  research project, and (5) test some useful 
methods and briefly present the results  to the rest of the classmates.  



 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

Rethinking the Postwar: culture, society and 
state in postwar Europe 

Prof. Stefania Bernini 

academic year:  
fall semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The course provides a wide-ranging introduction to the social, cultural and political history of 
Europe since 1945, both east and west. The topics covered include the legacies of the war 
(from the lingering memories of wartime to the impact of WW2 on the civilian population), 
economic reconstruction and the role of the state, the communization of Eastern Europe, the 
Stalinist era and its show trials, the Cold War and some of its major crises, decolonization, 
European integration, the revolts of the '60s, and the fall of the wall. Throughout the course 
we will discuss key issues such as consumerism, generational conflicts and the transformation 
of class and Gender relations. By crossing the fixed frontier between east and west, the course 
encourages students to regard the history of Europe as a unity. Similarly, the course brings 
together political, social and cultural history with the aim of engaging students in the 
exploration of the complex nature of historical analysis. Cultural texts (from novels to cinema 
and popular music), political writings and ego-documents (such as letters, diaries and 
memoirs) will be discussed throughout the course, allowing students to consider their 
relevance as historical sources. 

 
one semester  

seminar 
(14h) 

 
Salt and politics – non-violent resistance in the 

XX and XXI century 

Paulina Codogni, PhD 

 

 

academic year: 
fall semester  

 

elective  ECTS: 4 

  

Non-violent resistance is a civilian-based form of struggle, which uses economic, political and 
social forms of power (e.g. strikes, demonstrations, protests, boycotts, sit-ins), without using 
or threatening to use force. This phenomenon occurred many times on every continent and in 
every region of the world. The regular studies on non-violent resistance started just a few 
decades ago, with really impressive development in the last few years. They proved that this 
form of struggle has an unexpectedly high rate of success. In the XX and beginning of XXI 
century civil resistance campaigns proved to achieve their aims on average twice more often 
than armed struggles. And what needs to be underlined they are becoming more successful. 
Nevertheless, this phenomenon remained and still remains largely ignored. The main aim of 
this course is to introduce students with theory and practice of civil resistance struggles and 
their dynamics. Students will analyze and interpret civil resistance campaigns basing on 
canonical case studies but also less known examples of campaigns. Special emphasis will be on 
the factors of success or failure. The basic knowledge of civil resistance theory and practice 
will be fueled by concentrating on different aspects of campaigns – everyday life acts of 
resistance, women and youth participation, culture and symbols.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Social Media Marketing 

Lisa Marie Bochneak 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

No longer are we bound to and bored with traditional mediums like TV, Radio, Print. 
Technology evolved Mass Communications to Community Management. As more companies 
leverage the power of social, more employees must understand and incorporate social media 
strategies and benefits. This course is a fun and hugely interactive game of creativity and 
technological prowess which prepares the student to understand social media marketing, its 
platforms and analytical uses. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Social Movements – identity and culture 

Prof. Rafał Pankowski 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory 
(MA) 

ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 
 
 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 

Social Theories and Music 

Agnieszka Topolska 

 

academic year: 
fall semester  

 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

Music is a social phenomenon. It refers to all kinds of human activity and intersects with all 
parts of human life. What role played music in Aristotle’s and Plato’s vision of society? What 
consequences for music brought the discovery of printing? What did Theodor Adorno and 
Frankfurt School say about music industry? Jean Jacques Rousseau, Claude Levy-Strauss, Eric 
Hobsbawm, Pierre Nora, Edward Said. Music and: Marxism, post colonialism, globalization, 
marketing, ecology and many more. 



 

 

 

one semester  
workshop 

(30h) 
Statistics 

Piotr Goldstein, PhD 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory 
(BA) 

ECTS: 4  

  

Aims of the course: (1) Practicing and description of large collections of data and reading 
graphs of random variable distributions. (2) Discussing: the questions of correct sampling, 
estimation of population parameters from sample data and the question of proper choice of 
the tests, depending on the tested hypotheses and measurement scales. (3) Practical 
exercising in formulation of hypotheses, and testing the hypotheses with a spreadsheet. The 
contents of the course encompasses: measures of central tendency (mean, median, modes), 
then measures of: dispersion, asymmetry and deviations from the normal distribution. Also 
two-variable statistics with calculation of correlation and graphing of the mutual 
dependence. Next, random variables, theory of estimation, problems and errors in sampling, 
basic statistical tests (various applications of the Student-t test, Fisher-Snedecor test and chi-
square test). 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 
Strategic Studies 

Prof. Marek Cichocki 

academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 4 

 

Which factors decide that one agent is able to benefit from the state of the crisis and maintain 
or even strengthen its position and other loss it irrevocably? Deciding factors are their abilities 
to think and act strategically.  
 
The main aim of a course is the analysis of a security issue at the time of a crisis "flux". 
Understanding of this problem requires a systematic definition of a phenomenon of crisis. It is 
not an obvious task - when a crisis hits and when it ends? Whether it is an outcome of the 
objective factors (bessa and hossa, economic situation) or more likely a constructivist 
phenomenon - common perception of a public opinion and political expectations based on a 
wishful thinking? Eventually, what is the distinction between a crisis and a conflict (i.e. military 
or complete political disunity and disintegration).? Acknowledging such complexity, the 
content of course covers different forms and examples of a crisis (i.e. Eurozone, EU - Ukraine 
- Russia relations). We will also focus on a basic strategic conditions necessary for establishing 
stable relationships between states which reciprocal position is changing due to a crisis. We 
will focus on a three internal dimensions of the strategic managing of the crisis "flux": state 
and European institutions - civil society - financial markets and institutions. The analysis will 
entail as well material condition (resources, capabilities) indispensable in strategic managing 
of a volatile and unstable times of caused by a crisis transition. In order to achieve those goal, 
methodology of the European Foreign Policy Scorecard will be applied.  



 

 

 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 

Statesmen and Statecraft: Subsystemic Theory 
of International Relations 

Prof. Clifford Bates 

academic year:  
spring 

semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

Asia is a region of constant change in the area of economy, politics and international relations. 
It is also undeniably a region of growing global significance. One of the areas of definite 
importance is thus the foreign policy of the currently changing and often developing Asian 
countries.  
The course provides students with basic knowledge about foreign policy of many countries of 
the Asia-Pacific region. It does not focus only on China, Japan and Korean Peninsula, which are 
most frequently researched Asian countries. The course takes into account also foreign policy 
of India, Sri Lanka and Pakistan, Indonesia, Philippines and Malaysia, as well as Vietnam, 
Thailand, Cambodia and Laos. Moreover, the course discusses the position of Australia and 
New Zealand in the Asia-Pacific region, and it considers possible differences between the 
foreign policy of Asian countries towards other neighboring Asian countries and their foreign 
policy towards non-Asian countries and regions of the world, e.g. EU, USA, Russia, etc. 
The ultimate objective of the course is an attempt to generally define “Asian” foreign policy, 
as well as to determine the differences, if there are any, between “Asian” foreign policy and 
generally defined “Western” foreign policy. Moreover, the course discusses general features 
of  “Asian” foreign policy, as well as characteristics of foreign policies of individual Asian 
countries. Finally, the course determines if and how processes of globalization and 
regionalization affect foreign policy of Asian countries 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

 
The History of Central Europe 

Alexandra Richie, PhD 

academic year:  
spring 

semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

This course will examine the complex history of Central Europe with a focus on how the past 
is relevant to events in the present.  It will provide a broad chronological overview of the 
history of the region with attention to specific countries and nationalities but it will also 
examine contemporary geo-political issues from energy security to defence to the control of 
the supply of food and show how these crucial issues have long been the subject of controversy 
and conflict.   It is impossible to understand this region without having some knowledge of the 
historical forces which have shaped it, from the creation and dissolution of Empires 
(Prussian/German, Russian, Habsburg, Ottoman) to the rise of nationalism in the 19th century, 
from the impact of World War I and the Bolshevik Revolution to the implications of Versailles, 
the Treaty of Brest Litovsk and the (re) creation of states from Poland to the Baltic States in 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1918. It will look at the tragic implications of the Second World War with the resulting loss of 
entire communities and the legacy of the borders decided at Tehran and Yalta, and also at the 
subjugation of Central Europe under the Soviet system after 1945 and the creation and 
recreation of Central European states after the collapse of Communism.   It will look at specific 
examples showing for example how Hitler’s obsession with control over the natural resources 
of the region were mirrored by the Soviets and have left a destructive legacy to this day.  The 
overarching theme of the course is to explain how the history of the region is still of vital 
importance in shaping the social, political, cultural and economic landscape of today.    

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

The Immigrant/Emigrant Experience 

Prof. Tamra Horton, Fulbright Scholar 

academic year:  
spring 

semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 

one semester  
seminar 

(30h) 

The Politics of Reconciliation 

Loramy Gerstbauer, Fulbright Scholar 

academic year:  
spring 

semester 

elective ECTS: 4 

  

The course is being prepared. 



 

 

 

one semester  
lecture/seminar 

(30h) 

Theory of International Relations 

Rafał Trzaskowski, PhD 

academic year:  
spring 

semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3 

  

The course is designed as an introduction to fundamental theories of international relations 
and regional integration, the acquaintance with which is indispensable to any IR student. It is 
devoted to main IR theories - realism, liberalism and globalism, and more modern theories of 
IR, such as constructivism, postmodernism, discourse theories, as well as theories of regional 
integration (neo-functionalism or liberal intergovernmentalism). The course will deal with 
general “classical" and canonical IR theories texts as well as with more concrete case studies. 
The students will be required to participate in class discussions, and pass an oral exam. 

 
one semester  

seminar 
(30h) 

Trade, Aid and Partnership: External Aspects of 
European Economic and Political Integration 

Kerry Longhurst, PhD 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory (MA) ECTS: 4 

  

This module is designed to provide a broad group of students non-economists, but also 
students of business and finance with the tools to gain a solid understanding of the uniqueness 
of the EU model of political and economic integration, with a focus in the second part of the 
course on some of the external aspects of the policy area.  
The course will begin with explanatory lectures on the various models and stages of economic 
integration from the 1950's to the present day, taking time to define and discuss key terms 
and concepts: what is meant by customs union, free trade areas, the single market, monetary 
union and so on. Students will also be encouraged to think about the heterogeneous nature 
of the EU economy and the different economies of individual EU member states', national 
GDPs and other socio-economic indicators, EMU and the EURO currency, their introduction 
and political and economic rationales, details and origins and effects of the EURO zone crisis 
and attendant implications for the economies of Europe and the EU's role in global trade. The 
module will then turn to  key policy topics and developments, including EU budget, the 
functioning of the single market and Common Agricultural Policy, Research and Development, 
amongst other areas. The third part of the course will set in a comparative context the EU with 
other global economies and with regional groupings and trade areas such as ASEAN, NAFTA 
and Mercosur. To enrich student's understandings of the subject lectures will use data from 
the World Bank, EBRD and UN to plot the state of Europe's economies vis a vis other parts of 
the world according to various indicators such as the UN Human Development Index. This will 
provide an innovative way for students to see emerging patterns of economic growth, areas 
of divergence and to then consider the effects for the EU. The next elements of the course will 
look at the EU's trade and economic relations with third countries and regions as case studies, 
including the states in the EU's southern and eastern neighbourhoods and in particular the 
development of Deep and Free Trade Areas, Russia and in particular energy issues, the United 



 

 

 

 

 

 

one semester  
lecture 
(30h) 

World History since 1956 

Adam Burakowski, PhD 

academic year:  
spring semester 

obligatory 
(BA) 

ECTS: 3  

   

The course aims at expanding students’ knowledge of the 20th century history, its political, 
social and economic dimensions. It is designed to develop their analytical skills, stimulate their 
interest in history and help them see contemporary issues from a historical perspective. Its 
approach is mainly Eurocentric with special insights into Central European affairs. It covers 
the second half of the 20th century and the first years of 21st century – the Cold War era and 
the following decades up to our current times. It pays particular attention to the Cold War 
division of Europe and the world, Europe’s relative decline and continuing centrality, 
decolonization, the evolution and collapse of the communist regimes, the expansion of the 
welfare state and consumer society. Each class consists of a lecture and Q&A session. The 
course is a continuation of the lecture on World History 1914-1956.   

 

 

 

States and Canada and subsequently the ACP countries and other areas of the developing 
world and the uses of aid and EU development policy particularly in the context of EUROPEAID. 

one semester  
lecture 
(30h) 

World History 1914-1956 

Adam Burakowski, PhD 

academic year:  
fall semester 

obligatory (BA) ECTS: 3  

  

The course aims at expanding students’ knowledge of the 20th century history, its political, 
social and economic dimensions. It is designed to develop their analytical skills, stimulate their 
interest in history and help them see contemporary issues from a historical perspective. 
Its approach is mainly Eurocentric with special insights into Central European affairs. It covers 
the first half of the short 20th century – the “new Thirty Years War” and its consequences for 
Europe and the world. The following subjects will be discussed: the First World War, 
Revolutions, the Versailles Order, the Apogee of the Colonial System, the Great Depression; 
Communism, Fascism and Authoritarian regimes in interwar Europe, the Second World War, 
its aftermath and the Destalinization in the Soviet Bloc. Each class consists of a lecture and 
Q&A session. Its follow-up is the course on World History since 1956. 


