


 Why Taunton School International?

• Integration with British students

• Excellent academic results

• Extensive range of subjects & courses

• Superb facilities on our 56-acre campus

• Small class sizes (average 8 students per class)

• All levels of English catered for, from 8 – 18  
 years old

• Over 20 years’ experience

• 1 hour 45 minutes to London on the train

•	 Highly	trained	and	qualified	staff

• Safe and secure location in beautiful  
 English countryside

• Diverse nationality mix

• Progression to top British boarding schools  
 and universities

• A large choice of Summer School  
 programmes available



T A U N T O N  S C H O O L  I N T E R N A T I O N A L
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Taunton School was founded in 1847 and is a traditional  
co-educational boarding school in South West England  
for students aged 0-18. We are a very inclusive, friendly,  
progressive and successful school where all students are 
afforded	outstanding	education	and	support	in	order	that	 
they may reach their full potential.

For	our	international	students,	we	offer	a	number	of	educational	
pathways,	allowing	for	a	far	more	flexible	and	tailor-made	
approach to teaching and learning:

International Middle School (TSIMS): 
For our younger international students (ages 8 – 14) with low 
levels of English, who receive intensive and expert tuition in 
English as well as other academic subjects until they are ready 
to transfer to the Prep School, Senior School or Taunton  
School International.

Taunton School International (TSI): 
International students between 14 – 16 years old can join our 
prestigious one- or two-year GCSE programmes, providing 
students with the best possible preparation for Sixth Form study. 

International students between 16 – 18 years old can enrol on 
our one- or two-year Foundation programme prior to going to 
University in the UK.

Adrian Hallworth, B.Sc., PGCE, Dip. TEFL, M.Ed.  
Principal Taunton School International

We have been welcoming international students to Taunton 
School International since 1996, delivering hugely successful 
academic courses.  We are a family and I believe our friendly 
ethos as well as our unique offerings set us apart from many 
other UK boarding schools.

Taunton Prep (TPS) and Senior Schools (TS): 
For those international students with high levels of English,  
we	are	able	to	offer	places	directly	into	our	Prep	School	(ages	 
7 – 12) or Senior School (ages 13 – 18).

No matter where you start in Taunton School, you are 
guaranteed a warm welcome and individual care that is  
second to none.

We aim to nurture, challenge and inspire every student through 
academic rigour, outstanding pastoral care, a wide co-curricular 
provision and by developing a strong sense of purpose and 
responsibility in our local and global communities.

I very much look forward to meeting you in the near future as 
you start your wonderful journey in the British independent 
education system.



Entry points

International Middle School  
pages 04-07

• Intensive preparation in English and other academic   
 subjects (Ages 8 – 12)

• Pre-GCSE Programme (Ages 13 – 14)

• Level of English required:  A0 – A2

• Duration of course: One term to two years

• Preparation for: Prep, Senior & International School

• Maximum class size: 10 students
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• One-year GCSE/Pre-IB   
 Programme (Ages 15 – 16)

• Two-year GCSE/Pre-IB   
 Programme (Ages 14 – 16)

• Level of English required:  
 B1 – C2

• Preparation for: A Levels,  
 IB, BTEC or Foundation   
 Programme

• Maximum class size:  
 10 students

• Pre-Foundation Year  
 (Ages 16 - 17)

• International Foundation   
 Year (Ages 17 - 18)

• Level of English required:  
 B1 – C2

• Preparation for: University

• Maximum class size:  
 12 students

Taunton School International  
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• We welcome applications from all international students between the ages of 7 – 18.  

• Students can enter via the International School route or go directly into the Prep or Senior School  
 alongside British students depending on their age, academic ability and level of written English. 

•	 Students	naturally	transfer	between	the	different	sections	of	the	School	as	they	progress	which		
 allows for the best possible integration, academic success and social development. 

• Students on our International School courses are given preference to transfer to the Prep  
 or Senior School following completion of the course.

Academically,	we	offer	a	wide	curriculum.	Our	class	sizes	are	small	(an	average	of	8	students	per	class)	and	our	teachers	
are	highly	qualified,	experienced	and	most	importantly,	willing	to	go	that	extra	mile.	We	focus	on	the	students	and	
getting the very best out of them. With individual support from their tutor and thorough academic tracking, we achieve 
outstanding examination results and develop students who are able to think and study independently.



Taunton School pages 14-15Prep School pages 12-13

• Preparation for Secondary education

• Ages: 7 – 13

• Level of English required: B1 – C2

• Duration of course: One to six years

• Preparation for: Pre-GCSE and GCSE

• Maximum class size: 20 students
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Students with English as an Additional Language 
make rapid progress from their starting points.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017

“

• One-year Pre-GCSE Programme  
 (Ages 13 – 14)

• Two-year GCSE Programme  
 (Ages 14 – 16)

• Level of English Required: B2

• Preparation for: A Level, IB,  
 BTEC or Foundation Programme

• Maximum class size: 20 students

• Two-year A Level, IB or BTEC

• Ages: 16 – 18

• Level of English required:  
 C1 – C2

• Preparation for: University

• Maximum class size: 15 students

Summer School
Our	Summer	School	courses	provide	a	great	introduction	to	the	British	independent	school	education	system	and	offer	a	genuine	
taste	of	boarding	school	life	at	Taunton	School.	We	offer	Junior	Summer	School	for	students	aged	8-12	years	old	and	Senior	Summer	
School for students aged 13-17 years old. Visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk/summerschool or pick up our Summer School prospectus. 



International  
Middle School

Key Facts:

• Ideal for students aged 8 – 14 with levels of English  
 from A0 to A2 (beginner to  lower intermediate).

• An Intensive course of English with a range of other  
 subjects including Mathematics, Science, History,  
 Geography, ICT, Art, PSHEE and Games.

• Students can join for one term up to a maximum  
 of two years before transferring to the Prep School,  
 Senior School, International School or other UK  
 boarding schools.

• A maximum class size of 10 students per class,  
	 taught	by	highly	experienced	and	qualified	teachers.

•	 Significant	one-to-one	support	from	the	pupils’		
 academic and pastoral tutor.

• A safe, friendly and supportive environment for up  
 to 60 students, providing the perfect stepping  
 stone into mainstream British independent schools.

• Many opportunities to integrate with pupils from the  
 Prep and Senior Schools.

• Full boarding including a wide range of sports,  
 activities and trips, many integrated with British  
 students in other parts of the School.
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The International Middle School (TSIMS) 
occupies the site of a beautiful 19th century 
manor house located in the charming 
village of Kingston St Mary, just 2 miles from 
Taunton School. TSIMS provides a unique 
boarding school experience, set in mature, 
ornamental gardens, with native woodland.



TSIMS was established in 2012 and provides the crucial stepping 
stone into the British education system for international students 
aged 8-14. The curriculum is carefully designed to provide the 
best possible start to a British boarding school education for 
your child.

The intensive education in English offered at TSIMS provides 
core subject preparation to students who can attend for just one 
term up to a maximum of two years.  

Students can join the school in September, January or April.

It has a happy, cosy and caring atmosphere and a dedicated 
team of highly qualified staff who encourage and nurture our 

students, focusing on development of the ‘whole child’.  
A rigorous academic programme coupled with a strong moral 
framework provides an excellent foundation for the next stage  
of their education.

The fine buildings have historical significance, attracting 
Sir Anthony Eden, British Prime Minister (1955 - 1957), to 
holiday here in his time away from office. The buildings have 
architectural features dating back to the 15th century and have 
been beautifully renovated to provide educational facilities and 
modern amenities to the highest standard.

“I cannot imagine a 
better place to start 

my daughter’s British 
education experience.” 

International Student Parent
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International Middle School 
students also benefit from:   
• Integration with British and international students from Taunton Prep School, Taunton 

Senior School and Taunton School International 

•	 Subject-specialist	teachers	trained	and	qualified	in	delivering	English	as	an	Additional	
Language through their subjects

• 35 hours per week of lessons, games and supervised prep

•	 A	low	staff	to	pupil	ratio	of	1	:	3	means	that	we	can	provide	a	more	tailored	approach	to	
teaching and a successful and rewarding learning experience for all of our students

•	 Highly	supportive	and	effective	tutor	system

• Access to the stunning ornamental garden and outdoor play areas as well as the many 
outstanding facilities at Taunton School, including science labs, indoor swimming pools, 
climbing wall, tennis & squash courts, sports pitches, sports halls, theatre & music school

• The use of a multi-purpose Forest classroom providing fantastic space for Environmental 
Studies, Speech and Drama lessons and Musical activities

• A wide and diverse range of after-school and weekend trips and activities 

• High quality boarding provision with many en suite facilities

 
Extensive support is given to students to enable them to make a smooth transition into their 
next school. Students are assessed regularly and once they have attained the appropriate 
academic level, they are able to transfer into the appropriate year group within Taunton Prep 
School, Taunton Senior School, Taunton School International or any other boarding school 
within the UK. 

0 6

One of the best things 
about being a boarder 
is that you get to meet a 
lot of new people from 
other countries and 
learn a lot about their 
culture - but in English!”
International Student

“
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The	Head	of	TSIMS,	James	
Duncan, ensures that 
students’ pastoral and 
academic needs are met 
by a team of committed 
house	staff	and	teachers,	
who are always on hand to 
help, advise and ensure the 
wellbeing of their students.
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Taunton School 
International
Key Facts:

• Taunton School is located in an attractive and extremely 
safe part of the UK, with extensive grounds and 
wonderful	facilities,	affording	students	the	best	possible	
opportunities	to	develop	and	flourish.	

• With a highly supportive academic and pastoral 
environment for up to 85 students, we provide the  
perfect platform onto Sixth Form or Undergraduate study.

• Our small class sizes mean that students receive a 
significant	amount	of	one-to-one	support	and	a	far	 
more individual and tailored all-round education.

• International students frequently integrate with Senior 
School students through sport, performing arts, social 
events, House competitions, activities and weekend trips.

• There is a truly international feel, typically with students 
from over 25 countries around the world.

• 100% boarding with students in residence 7 days a week 
(we do not have exeats), which means we are able to 
maintain a thriving community, both in the evenings and  
at weekends.

•	 We	offer	a	wide	range	of	academic	subjects	and	 
we have a track record of achieving outstanding  
examination results.

• Excellent transport links to London (1 hour 45 minutes  
by train) and Bristol Airport is less than 1 hour away.

At TSI we provide high quality 
tuition and pastoral care for up to 85 
speakers of English as a first or second 
language, appropriate to the student’s 
age, ability and proposed entry point 
into the British education system.



Class sizes are small, with a maximum class size of 10 students 
per class and students have a dedicated academic tutor to 
help them with their studies.  With regular testing, tracking and 
reporting, students always have a clear idea of how they are 
performing and the targets they need to set to meet their goals.

Students also follow an intensive course in English for Academic 
Purposes, sitting IELTS, the UK university entrance examination, 
towards the end of the academic year.

Many of our GCSE students choose to continue their studies, 
either in Taunton School Sixth Form or at Taunton School 
International on the Foundation Programme and those who  
do,	benefit	from	priority	over	external	applicants.	
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One-Year GCSE/Pre-IB Programmes

• Designed for International and British students (English 
level B1 and above) aged 15 – 16, looking to fast-track 
into Sixth Form study.  

• Students take GCSEs in English, Mathematics and own 
language (where available).

• During the school day, students select any 3 additional 
subjects from the options list shown below.

• A further 2 GCSEs can be taken by opting for after-
school classes.

• In total, up to 8 GCSEs can be taken in one year.

Two-Year GCSE/Pre-IB Programme

• Designed for International students between the ages  
of 14 – 15 with an English level of approximately B1.

• In year 1, students take GCSEs in English, Mathematics 
and own language (where available) and up to 3 
additional GCSEs (see below for subjects available).

• In year 2, it is possible for a further 6 GCSEs to be 
taken	in	different	subjects	(subject	to	satisfactory	
completion of year 1 of the programme).

• In total, up to 12 GCSEs can be taken in two years.

Subject Options: 

Biology, Chemistry, Physics.

Business Studies, Economics, Travel & Tourism.

History, Geography, Psychology.

Information & Communication Technology (ICT), 
Computer Science, Design Technology (DT).

Art, Media Studies.

After-school Options:

French, Spanish, German, Latin, Additional Maths

Art, Music, Dance.

Our GCSE/Pre-IB Courses:
We have been running our GCSE programmes at TSI for more 
than 20 years, achieving consistently excellent results and 
providing students with a choice of more than 25 subjects.

Both one- and two-year courses provide 35 hours per week  
of lessons, games and supervised prep and give students the 
best possible preparation for Sixth Form study, whether that  
be A Level, IB, BTEC or the Foundation Programme.
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Taunton School International   
Our Foundation Courses:
For many international students, the move from GCSE to A Level/IB can be 
very challenging, particularly if their level of English is lower than C1 level of 
the	CEFR.		Our	Foundation	courses	offer	an	exciting	and	alternative	route	to	
University from the more traditional A Level or IB pathways.  

Students can either enrol on the two-year course, including a Pre-Foundation 
Year (PFY) or join directly onto the (NCUK) International Foundation  
Year (IFY).

Pre-Foundation Year (PFY)

• For international students between the ages of 16 – 17 years old with  
an English level of B1/B2 (IELTS 4.0) with a keen interest in the world  
of business.

• Ideally suited to students who have already studied within the British 
education system but who have failed to achieve 5 good GCSE passes  
or for those students who are new to the British education system and  
are looking to prepare fully for the International Foundation year.

• Students take GCSEs in English and Mathematics (unless already passed, 
and then students can chose one or two alternative subjects) as well as  
A Level Business Studies. 

NCUK International Foundation Year (IFY)

• For international students between the ages of 17 – 18 years old with  
a minimum English level of B2 (IELTS 5.0) with a keen interest in the  
world of business.

• Ideally suited to students who have successfully completed the PFY  
or those who have already successfully completed 12 years of education 
in their own country.

• This course is also suitable for students who have achieved passes in  
five	relevant	GCSEs	or	one	relevant	A	Level	subject	(at	grade	E	or	higher).

• Students study three modules of Economics, Business Studies and 
Mathematics as well as a programme of EAL.

• Successful completion of the International Foundation Year gives  
students guaranteed progression to one of NCUK’s partner universities.

Both the PFY and IFY courses have 1000+ hours of 
directed and additional independent study, with a 
maximum class size of 12 students.

IFY students are fully supported through the University 
application process by our dedicated team of tutors  
and careers personnel 

As Sixth Formers, students on the Pre-Foundation Year 
or (NCUK) International Foundation Year are expected 
to be role models for the younger students in the 
school and to be highly autonomous learners.  

A	number	of	additional	privileges	are	afforded	our	
Foundation students due to their age, for example,  
they will not be required to wear school uniform, twin  
or single bedrooms are guaranteed and they have 
access to the Sixth Form centre at the Senior School. 
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They discover talents  
you never knew they had.” 
Prep School Parent

“



From the age of 7 to 13,	at	Taunton	Preparatory	School,	our	caring	staff	help	each	child	
to realise his or her full potential and to receive an all-round education of the highest 
standard.		Our	superb	facilities	provide	our	pupils	with	terrific	opportunities	in	the	
classroom, in science and technology, in sport, in the performing and expressive arts, 
and in the boarding house.  Our ethos is based upon our ‘TPS Way’ which says that we 
aim high, that we try our best and that we are kind and respectful.  If we all achieve this, 
we will all be smiling!

We are committed to promoting high moral values of kindness, good manners and caring 
alongside independent thinking, self-discipline and a positive self-image. We have high 
expectations	of	effort	and	achievement	in	every	area	of	school	life,	but	we	encourage	
students not to worry about making mistakes. As a result, our students become 
independent, resilient, open communicators with strong leadership skills who are not 
afraid to take risks as they explore the exciting world around them.

From the ages of 7 to 9, our pupils are taught primarily by their Form Tutor who is 
qualified	and	experienced	in	teaching	all	of	the	subjects	of	the	Primary	curriculum.		
Pupils	of	this	age	do,	however,	benefit	from	specialist	teachers	and	facilities	in	Art,	
Design Technology, Music, Sport, Physical Education and Modern Foreign Languages.  

From the ages of 10 to 13, all of the subjects are taught by specialist teachers in 
specialist facilities, enabling our older pupils to reach high levels of expertise and 
achievement.  At the top of the Prep School, the challenge increases accordingly in all 
respects.  It may be trying something new, or it may be setting even more ambitious 
goals within an established interest.  All of our Year 8 pupils take on responsibility and 
leadership	in	one	way	or	another	and	experience	the	deep	fulfilment	which	comes	from	
giving back and making a valued contribution.

Taunton 
Preparatory School
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Two year A Level, IB or  
BTEC course in the Sixth 
Form - preparing students  
for university entry. Starting 
age 16 or 17.  
(UK Years 12 and 13).
A Level Subject Choices.  
Art, Biology, Business Studies, Chemistry, 
Classical Civilisations, Computer 
Science, Design and Technology, Drama, 
Economics, English Literature, French, 
Further Maths, Geography, German, 
History (Early or Late), ICT, Latin, Maths, 
Music, Photography, Physical Education, 
Physics, Psychology, Religious Studies 
(Philosophy and Ethics), Spanish.

IB Diploma Subject Choices.  
IB Language A English, French, German, 
Italian HL and SL, IB Language B French, 
German, Spanish HL and SL, IB Language 
ab initio Spanish, Italian SL, IB Philosophy 
HL and SL, IB Latin HL and SL, IB 
Economics HL and SL, IB History HL and 
SL, IB Biology HL and SL, IB Chemistry 
HL and SL, IB Geography HL and SL, IB 
Psychology HL and SL, IB Physics HL and 
SL, IB Design and Technology HL and 
SL, IB Visual Arts HL and SL, IB Music HL 
and SL, IB Mathematics HL and SL, IB 
Mathematical Studies SL, IB Theory  
of Knowledge.

BTEC. Level 3.  
There are two options: BTEC Business 
(equivalent to 2 A Levels) or Sport and 
Exercise Science (Equivalent to 3 A 
Levels).  Students may opt to add a 
further A Level subject to their BTEC 
programme.

One year Pre-GCSE course - 
preparing students for GCSE 
entry. Starting age 13.  
(UK Year 9). 
All students study the ‘core’ subjects: 
Art, Biology, Chemistry, English, 
Geography, History, Information 
Communication Technology (ICT), Maths, 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
Education, Physical Education, Physics, 
Religious Studies. 

Each student then chooses one subject 
from the language option: French, 
German, Spanish. 

Each student then chooses two other 
options: Classical Civilisation, Design and 
Technology, Drama, French, Latin, Music, 
Spanish.

Two year GCSE course - 
preparing students for sixth  
form entry. Starting age 14  
(UK Year 10).
Compulsory subjects: English Language, 
English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Modern Foreign 
Languages (French, German or Spanish), 
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics. 

GCSE Option Subject Choices (students 
choose 2 or 3): Art, Business Studies, 
Classical Civilisation, Computer Science, 
Design and Technology (Product Design), 
Drama, Economics, French, Geography, 
German, History, ICT, Latin, Music, 
Physical Education, Religious Studies, 
Spanish, Study Skills.

Taunton Senior School 
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Boarding houses are furnished to a very high standard and our dedicated 
House	Staff	are	always	on	hand	to	offer	support	and	encouragement.	Our	
boarding houses also provide that home from home feel that we believe is 
so important to our students’ happiness. 

With 24-hour medical care available from our Health Centre, supported by 
a team of doctors, nurses, matrons, physiotherapist, counsellors, residential 
tutors and House Parents, we put the students and their wellbeing at the 
heart of what we do.

Boarding plays a key role in our students’ educational journey, helping them 
to	cement	lifelong	friendships,	build	confidence	and	develop	independence,	
resilience and self-reliance.

Boarding 
and pastoral
With all of our students away from home, 
family and friends, we know how important  
it is to provide the very best in pastoral care.
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“The boarding experience 
is highly positive in Taunton 
School International.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017

Our	staff	understand	that	this	is,	for	many,	their	first	experience	of	 
life away from home, and work hard to ensure a friendly, family 
atmosphere which includes:

• Separate boarding houses for boys and girls

•	 Experienced	house	parents	and	boarding	staff	living	in	the	houses

• Comfortable bedrooms for one to four students

• Excellent bathroom facilities, including a number of en suite

• Safe and secure rural campus

• A full evening and weekend activity programme

•	 Provision	for	many	different	dietary	needs	and	requirements

•	 Telephone	and	wifi	access

• Laundry and daily cleaning

• No exeat weekends
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Guardians
Taunton School sets the highest standards in safeguarding 
the welfare of every pupil, and therefore requires parents 
who do not live in the UK to appoint a guardian to act on 
their behalf. Arrangements for this should be made by the 
parents and is their responsibility. Guardians are the parents’ 
representatives in the UK and are essential in times of 
emergency. They have a pupil welfare role, bridging the gap 
between parents, the pupil and the school.
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Students from Taunton School 
International are well integrated into the 
Senior School co-curricular programme.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017

“



Not only will you make friends with students from all over the 
world, you are also able to integrate with the British students 
often and in a variety of ways.

All of our students are assisted with integration into a traditional 
British Boarding School environment through a range of 
activities, sporting programmes and cultural events. Trips, 
excursions and cultural events help our pupils to integrate  
and widen their horizons.

Meals are taken together in the large dining room on the 
Taunton School campus alongside British students, except for 
students at the International Middle School who have their own 
dining room on their campus.

Integration

Additionally, there are many musical, cultural and artistic 
opportunities including choirs, orchestras, horse riding, 
photography and visits to the theatre.

Our international students take part in a variety of House 
Events alongside British students including Cross Country, 
Netball, Rugby, Football, Volleyball, Hockey, Tennis, Badminton, 
Basketball and Pool and represent the school in competition  
for a number of these sports including Cricket and Athletics.

Furthermore, every international student has the chance to 
represent the School in one of the many sports teams, including 
football, cricket, basketball, netball, badminton, tennis, squash 
and swimming.

When you join Taunton School as an International student, you instantly 
become part of a very warm, caring and supportive community.
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Integration
There are many cultural trips and events that our students can take part in to fully immerse 
themselves	in	British	ways.	These	include:	team	building	weekends,	conservation	work,	surfing,	
paint balling, discos, mountain biking, symphony orchestra concerts, shopping and dining in Bristol, 
bowling, cinema, musicals, debating, Exeter Chiefs rugby, Christmas markets in Bath, a traditional 
Christmas dinner, Harry Potter Studios, go-karting, ski trips, the Eden Project, trips to Europe,  
Air	Hop,	climbing,	sea	fishing	and	cookery	to	name	a	few!

International students bring a wealth of attributes to our community and we are passionate about 
working together to promote tolerance, respect and understanding across all faiths and beliefs.
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Co-curricular
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Developing well-rounded students is an important part of the 
school’s	ethos	and	consequently,	we	offer	an	extensive	range	of	
co-curricular activities that will appeal to all students.

For those students who enjoy Games and Sports, there are 
many opportunities to get involved and possibly try something 
new. Our sports include Football, Rugby, Hockey, Netball, 
Cricket, Tennis, Swimming, Badminton, Basketball, Horse Riding, 
Climbing, Golf, Athletics, Cross Country Running and Squash, 
with	highly-qualified	coaches	available	to	develop	even	the	very	
best of sportsmen and women.

Many of our students will involve themselves in Music and, whether 
you already play an instrument or would like to take up a new 
instrument, everyone is welcome in our outstanding Music School. 

There are many concerts and performances throughout the year 
and we encourage all our young musicians to become part of 
one of our orchestras, choirs, ensembles or bands.  

Every year, Taunton School puts on elaborate theatre 
performances in our purpose-built theatre and there are 
wonderful opportunities to get involved both on stage and 
behind the scenes.

There are also many other ways students can develop new 
interests, including debating, attending lectures, voluntary  
work, Green Power, Conservation work, Dance and Model UN. 
We	are	confident	that	with	over	100	clubs	and	sports	on	offer,	
there really is something for everyone.



Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017

“Participating in activities 
provides a good opportunity 

to make British friends.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017
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• History Society

• Debating

• Languages

•	 Scientific	Society

• Maths Society

• Investment Club  
 and Young Enterprise

• Cookery

• Horse Riding

• Climbing

There are over 100 clubs to get involved in.  
Here are just a few:

• Computer Programming

• Art Club

• Chess Club

• Performing Arts

• CCF

• Golf

• Dance

• Drama

• Green Power

They are willing participants in a 
large variety of activities which 
aim to develop excellence and 
broaden students’ experiences.”

“



International Middle School
Spacious and homely, TSIMS has wonderful facilities to aid work, 
rest and play with two recreation rooms housing sofas, large-
screen TV and a pool table donated by the Queen Mother. 

The Grange students also make the most of our Orangery 
with kitchen and dining facilities, a large art studio and an ICT/
quiet study area. Our purpose built Forest Classroom has been 
designed to provide extra space for ‘outdoor learning’, musical 
activities, dance club and cinema nights.

For those students keen on fresh air, there is an outdoor  
gym and table tennis, a large ornamental garden with an  
astro-turf pitch for sports activities and a wooded area known  
as ‘The Spinney’ which is an ideal space both for teaching  
and recreation.

Taunton School International
TSI is on the main school campus allowing our international 
students full access to the extensive and spacious 56-acre 
grounds.  

The School was founded in 1847 and the beautiful old buildings 
are complemented by exceptional modern facilities including 
two	indoor	swimming	pools,	fitness	suite,	two	sports	halls,	two	
all-weather pitches, squash and tennis courts, modern theatre, 
music school, large library, art studios, well-equipped science 
laboratories, cutting edge design and technology workshops 
and the latest IT suites. 

Our campus also features 12 day and boarding houses, health 
centre and Chapel.

Facilities
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Chapel Music School
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Students with English as 
an additional language 
who attend The Grange 
setting make exceptional 
progress in English.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017 

“



Taunton is the county town of Somerset in the South West of 
England. The region enjoys good weather, areas of outstanding 
natural beauty and a wonderful coastline.

The cities of Bristol and Exeter are under one hour in travel time 
and Taunton is on main road and rail links to London and other 
major cities. 

London is 1 hour 45 minutes by train, Exeter International Airport 
and Bristol International Airport are both 50 minutes away  
by car. 

London Heathrow Airport is 2 hours and 30 minutes away and 
London Gatwick Airport is 3 hours and 30 minutes away.

Taunton School is situated close to the town centre in the beautiful English 
countryside and benefits from clean air and a safe environment away from  
large urban populations

Taunton School is walking distance from the town centre which has 
excellent amenities and is the perfect place to do some shopping, 
meet	for	coffee	or	visit	the	theatre	during	evenings	and	weekends.	

Taunton is quintessentially British and is home to the highly successful 
Somerset County Cricket Club.  It has beautiful town centre parks and 
a traditional food and craft market.

Taunton is close to Stonehenge, one of the Wonders of the World, and 
the historic city of Bath, a designated world heritage site with its grand 
Georgian architecture and Roman Baths, is under 90 minutes away.
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We are extremely proud of our external exam results;  
our international students consistently achieve outstanding 
academic success in external exams, far exceeding the  
national average.

Many of international students from the International Middle 
School transfer to the Prep School, Senior School or to TSI after 
two	or	three	terms.		Our	students	find	the	transition	process	
simple and easy as they are already familiar with the other parts 
of the School and have made friends  

At Taunton School International, our 2019 GCSE results were 
extremely impressive with a pass rate of 89% (compared to the 
national average of 67%).  Furthermore, 41% of our students 
achieved the top three levels (9-7, A*– A) , which is over 20% 
higher than the national UK average. 

The vast majority of our students secured 6 or more GCSEs in 
just	one	year,	with	our	top	three	students	from	Japan,	Canada	
and Italy securing an impressive 23 GCSEs between them, all  
at Level 4 or higher.

Next steps

The	majority	of	our	TSI	students	are	offered	Sixth	Form	places	
to study A Levels, the IB Diploma, BTECs or on our Foundation 
Programme.  Our Sixth Form events are instrumental in aiding 
the smooth transition into the next stage of our students’ 
education. These include our Sixth Form Information Evening, 
where Heads of Departments are available to discuss subject 
choices and our Sixth Form Familiarisation Day, where students 
meet the Head of Sixth Form, visit The Guvvy (our Sixth Form 
Centre) and have a tour of the School with existing Sixth  
Form students. 

Students who are successful in securing a Sixth Form place  
at	Taunton	School	will	receive	their	offer	before	the	end	 
of	the	first	term.

After Taunton School, approximately half of our Sixth Form 
students progress on to Russell Group universities with  
a number of students gaining places at Oxford University  
and Cambridge most years. 

We	are	happy	to	offer	guidance	and	advice	on	all	future	
educational pathways, whether in the UK or abroad.

Our International students consistently achieve outstanding academic 
success with results far exceeding the national average.
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“Results at GCSE and IGCSE 
are above the national average 
and worldwide norms.”
Independent Schools Inspectorate, 2017 



Student Profiles

C H A L L E N G E  •  N U R T U R E  •  I N S P I R E 

3 0

Valentin Pechnikov, Russian 
Sixth Form IB student and Head Boy at Taunton School

“Having spent two years at Taunton School International and 
then two years in Taunton School mainstream I can proudly say 
that	there	are	no	alternatives	to	this	school.	The	staff	members	
are ever so supportive and cheerful and the students are 
incredibly integrated. One of the best things about TSI is how it 
shapes your character; you gain the skills and experience of 
being independent, away from home and this toughens you up. 
The School has played a massive role in helping me become 
the person I am today. 

I	chose	Taunton	School	because	it	offered	the	one-year	GCSE	
programme and it was the best school that does. I later 
decided to continue my education in the senior school as I felt 
that the transition would be smooth and that I would prosper in 
that	environment.	I	was	made	Head	Boy	in	my	final	year.	I	am	
going to the London School of Economics (LSE) to study 
Mathematics and Economics and I am planning on running my 
own	business	in	the	future	or	work	in	finance.”

Thaloengkiat Kiatchaiphattana (Luke), Thai 
Year 8 at Taunton School International: The Grange  

“On	the	first	day	when	I	was	very	nervous	and	didn’t	know	what	
to	expect,	all	of	the	staff	really	helped	me	and	they	have	taken	
good care of me ever since.

I quickly made friends with other children because they were 
all so friendly and welcoming.

Anyone coming to TSIMS will like it very much because you 
make a lot of friends from all over the world and you learn very 
easily because the teachers are so brilliant.

After just one month, my English was so much better and I am 
now	confident	at	introducing	myself.

The school trips are a lot of fun.  The food is good and teachers 
and lessons are excellent.

I have really enjoyed my time at TSIMS and I have learnt so 
much.”
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Aurore Dziopa, French
Year 11 at Taunton Senior School

“When I joined TSIMS, I was very scared because I didn’t know 
how to speak English at all! But with the help of very supportive 
staff,	I	quickly	became	a	lot	more	confident	and	of	course	I	now	
speak English perfectly, making me bilingual and bicultural.

I have met students from all over the world and learned from 
their cultures. I have also learned to play sports like netball and 
hockey. Some of which were completely new to me.

The teachers are always very supportive and would gladly 
gave up their time to help us better understand a topic if we 
were struggling. This helped me a lot on improving my English 
and pronunciation.

Over	the	years	at	Taunton	School,	staff	and	friends	have	
helped me push my limits and that is why I am now looking  
to	go	to	university	abroad.”

Costanza Azzini, Italian 
Year 11 at Taunton School International

“I got to know Taunton School thanks to a friend who had just 
finished	the	IB	course	there.	My	initial	plan	was	to	start	in	the	
Sixth Form in Taunton Senior School but the atmosphere at the 
International School and the possibility to improve my skills 
made	me	decide	to	take	GCSEs	first.	

This choice has turned out to be the right one; not only 
because I had a great time thanks to the many friends I made 
and	the	support	from	the	staff,	but	also	because	I	have	widely	
improved my English and knowledge in the other subjects.

This year I took the IB in Taunton School and I’m really proud of 
myself as I got 42 points out of a maximum of 45 (the highest 
score	in	the	year).		This	has	enabled	me	to	secure	my	first	
choice university place and so next year, I will go to King’s 
College	in	London	to	study	International	Relationships.”



Summer School
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Our Summer School courses provide a great introduction to the 
British	education	system	and	offer	a	taste	of	boarding	school	life	
at	Taunton	School.	We	offer	Junior	Summer	School	for	students	
aged 8-12 years old and Senior Summer School for students 
aged 13-17 years old.

Many students start their journey into British education with one 
of Taunton School’s many summer school programmes.  All of 
our courses are designed to stretch and challenge students, 
to encourage them to try something new, to learn in ways they 
have not attempted before and to prepare them for their future 
education.

When learning is so engaging, the students unquestionably have 
a	great	deal	of	fun	and	we	are	confident	that	students	return	
to their own countries with many unforgettable friendships and 
fond memories.

For further details, please visit www.tauntonschool.co.uk/
summerschool, pick up our Summer School prospectus  
or email summerschool@tauntonschool.co.uk.

Seniors (13 – 17 year olds): 
• Academic programme 
• Business Leaders of the Future 
• STEM 
• Performing Arts 
• Golf/Tennis Academies 
• GCSE and Sixth Form Pre-Sessionals

Juniors (8 – 12 years old) 
• Academic programme 
•	 Junior	Multi-Sports 
• Cookery 
• STEM: Programming & Robotics

Our courses:



Independent, bold, audacious,  
resilient, courageous, fulfilled.



Taunton School, Staplegrove Road, Taunton, Somerset TA2 6AD

Telephone: +44 (0) 1823 703200   Email: admissions@tauntonschool.co.uk

www.tauntonschool.co.uk


