
Our GDL
Graduate 
Diploma in Law

The conversion course for non-
law graduates. The first step to 
becoming a successful solicitor or 
barrister.

•  Develop essential legal skills through practical 
workshops and problem-based learning

•  Learn the professional skills you need as a 
modern lawyer, with our unique Ethics and 
Professional Legal  Practice module

•  Receive unrivalled face-to-face teaching 
and tutor support from qualified lawyers with 
practical experience

•  Choose from flexible study options, including 
i-GDL, our supported online learning 
programme

30+
leading law firms 
send their trainees 
to us for their GDL

law.ac.uk/gdl



What will the course cover?
The course is divided into nine modules, made up of 
seven foundation subjects, a module at the start of 
the course providing insight into the profession and 
a self-study module enabling you to study an area of 
law that you would like to specialise in.  

Ethics and Professional Legal Practice module.  
You will start the course with this unique module 
designed to help you develop the key legal skills and 
professional attributes required by lawyers. You will 
undertake a variety of activities set within the context 
of the different legal professions and will consider 
the role of legal ethics in the legal profession. 

In preparation for this module you will need to 
complete our online pre-course study programme 
on legal method. It’s a compulsory and integral part 
of the course that’s been designed to help prepare 
you for your career in law, with no need for advance 
reading. It takes approximately 50 hours. 

Seven foundation modules. You’ll study each of the 
required seven foundation areas of law: contract 
law, criminal law, equity and trusts, European Union 
law, land law, public law and tort in a 20 credit taught 
module.   

Research Project module.  In this module you will 
plan, research and write an essay, tailored to reflect 
the area of law in which you intend to specialise. 
You will have time dedicated in your timetable to 
undertake this work and detailed guidance on both 
legal research and legal essay writing skills.

You can complete your GDL by either studying 
full-time, part-time or through our i-GDL which 
offers supported online learning with occasional 
attendance at a University of Law centre. Our 
courses take between 22.5 to 45 hours a week. It all 
depends on which option you choose.

Graduate Diploma in Law
Full-time 
45 hours per week 
Start dates: September 2015 or January 2016. 
Full-time courses available at all our centres for 
September 2015 start.

Part-time 
22.5 hours per week
Our part-time courses are available at most centres. 

i-GDL 
22.5 hours per week
Supported online learning with occasional 
attendance at London Bloomsbury.

For more information on our GDL courses,  
visit our website: law.ac.uk/gdl

GDL assessments  
and exams
Each of the foundation subject modules will 
be assessed by a closed book exam lasting 
three hours. The Ethics and Professional Legal 
Practice module will be assessed by both a 
30-minute, multiple choice open book exam on 
legal method and two pieces of coursework: 
one short essay on ethical considerations in the 
legal profession and a longer essay based on 
your own study and research on a legal subject 
of your choice.

‘The resources on the GDL  
are amazing, available both 
online and in paper form. The 
tutors are always available  
for you to email and they give  
you time if you ask for it.’

Kay Hunter 
GDL student 2013/14

Think like a lawyer
We’ve teamed up with leading law firms to design 
a GDL course that encourages you to think like a 
lawyer from the start. So you can hit the ground 
running and become an attractive candidate for 
future employers.

Learn from experienced practitioners
Our tutors use their practical experience as 
qualified lawyers to work face-to-face with 
small groups of students. You’ll learn by solving 
problems, with the help of our unique,  
cutting-edge multi-media tools. And you’ll develop 
the essential analytical, research, teamwork and 
communication skills every successful solicitor or 
barrister needs.

Prepare for your career
To achieve your goals as a lawyer you need  
first-hand experience of real-life situations.

You’ll get that from our Ethics and Professional 
Legal Practice module, unique to students of 
The University of Law. Our tutor-led lectures 
and workshops and extensive online learning 
resources will give you the competitive edge over 
other candidates in the job market because they’re 
based on the knowledge and practical skills you 
need in legal practice.

Unrivalled employability support 
You will also benefit from our excellent  
track-record of helping students to find training 
contracts – with access to our award-winning  
Careers and Employability Service as soon as you 
accept your place.



The University of Law pursues a policy of continuous development 
of its courses and services. This document is for guidance only and 
does not form part of any contract. It is subject to change without 
notice. The information contained within it is correct at the date of 
publication, June 2015.

We reserve the right to withdraw or change for any reason and 
without notice, any of the programmes, locations and/or to alter 
tuition fees, entry requirements and/or the facilities and/or services 
available from or provided by or on behalf of the University. Please 
note that the choice of subjects may be limited by considerations  
of timetable, staffing and/or available places on a course.


