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International Business and 
Management Studies



From the moment you walk down our hallway, you not 
only hear but also feel the international atmosphere. You 
meet students from all over the world and are taught by 
teachers with various international backgrounds. Cultural 
differences are valued by all in this openminded setting, 
where we speak and teach in English.

Real-life Business Experience on your CV

In addition to learning the theory of business subjects 
and working in internationally mixed project groups, you 
will gain valuable practical experience. As part of your 
full year abroad, you can do a five-month placement at 
a company such as Hugo Boss in New York or Shell in 
Kuala Lumpur. Then, in your final year, you will round 
off your major, followed by a graduation project at, for 
example, the Marketing and Sales Department of Coca 
Cola in Berlin or Nike in Shanghai. One thing is clear: 
by the end of your studies you will already have two job 
experiences to add to your CV!

Your Career Starts Here

For your study abroad, take advantage of the contacts IBS 
has with over 50 partner universities worldwide. The 
sky is the limit! Besides gaining more independence and 
improving your international flexibility, you will have 
the opportunity to develop your foreign language skills 
to perfection. When you graduate, you will master both 
written and spoken English and have a solid command of 
at least one other foreign language.

IBMS Groningen Number One

IBS is doing very well: in early 2009, we were ranked by 
NVAO as the number one International Business and 
Management Studies programme compared with all other 
IBMS programmes at universities of applied sciences in 
the Netherlands: a fact that makes us proud and even 
more motivated to retain this position.

If you are interested in a practical international business 
course in a truly international environment, with personal 
coaching and lots of fun, then make IBS Groningen your 
study of choice.

I look forward to welcoming you soon!

Paul Ganzeboom
Dean of the International Business School 

In this brochure, one of the nineteen schools of  
Hanze University Groningen, University of Applied  
Sciences, presents itself. Each school offers a number  
of study programmes within a particular area of expertise. 
Full details of the schools and study programmes and 
further information about the largest university of applied 
sciences in the north of the Netherlands can be found on 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu. 
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International Business School

Founded in 1988, IBS is the oldest International Business 
School in the Netherlands. It prepares more than 850 
students from around the world for careers in international 
business. IBS is truly international: approximately 60% 
of the students come from outside the Netherlands, and 
over 55 nationalities are represented. Classes are taught 
in English by a multinational group of staff members 
with diverse international backgrounds, varying from the 
United Kingdom, Germany, Peru, Spain, Ireland, Canada 
and the USA, to Belgium and of course the Netherlands. 
Native English speakers ensure a high standard of English 
in the programme and, to broaden your opportunities 
during your year abroad, you take an additional language 
(Spanish, Dutch, French or German). Therefore, in almost 
every respect, IBS provides the ultimate international 
study environment.

Bachelor’s Degree

International Business and Management Studies graduates 
obtain an internationally recognised Bachelor of Business 
Administration degree. You can major in one of the  
following areas, each offering a wide range of career  
opportunities around the world:
- International Marketing
- International Management
- International Finance and Accounting
- International Travel and Tourism
- Internationale Betriebswirtschaft (German  
Language track – for more information go  
to www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs). 

Next to this, you can choose a minor in a number of  
different study areas ranging from Business and Culture 
in, for example, Macau to European Business.

The Programme Overview 

IBMS is a four-year programme and each year consists  
of two study semesters. Each semester is divided into  
two ten-week periods.

Throughout your studies, you will co-operate with other 
students in small groups to find answers to complex, 
practical, business-related problems. These small, multi-
cultural groups of four to six students prepare you for 
successful communication and co-operation in international 
business. Modern facilities such as up-to-date computer 
access and the use of project rooms support students in 
their project work. Training is also provided in specific 
skills essential to successful future careers, such as giving 
and receiving feedback, working in groups, intercultural 
sensitivity, customer orientation and presentation skills. 
These are a unique part of the IBMS programme.

In the first year, many subjects are linked by a practical 
business case; in one of the semesters, students apply the 
knowledge acquired in their roles as consultants for a 
company needing advice. In the other semester, a similar 
structure is used: students develop a business plan in 
which they learn how to sell a product or service, how 
to organise a company and establish its legal form, and 
how to convince a financial institution to invest in their 
company.

The second year combines in-depth international business 
subjects with electives relating to your specific field of 
study that prepare you for your year abroad. Subjects 
include: Supply Chain Management, Business Research 
Methods, Managing Cultural Differences and Ethics, and 
Career Training and Development. Some examples of 
electives are: Consumer Behaviour, Working Capital  
Management and The Travel and Tourism Industry.

The International Business and  
Management Studies (IBMS) Programme

For more information about personal 
coaching and facilities, please visit 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs. 



4

SEMESTER 1

-  Introduction
-  Language 1 & 2 (choose from: Dutch, French, 

German, Spanish)
-  Financial Accounting
- Mathematics
-  Statistics
-  Consultancy Project
-  Economics
-  English/Business Communication
-  English Presentation Skills
-  Skills Training
-  Personal Development Training

SEMESTER 2

-  Language 3, 4 & 5 (choose from Dutch, French, 
German, Spanish)

-  Marketing
- Management Accounting
-  International Law
-  Business Plan Project
-  Behaviour, Management & Organisation
-  English/Business Communication
-  English/Business Report Writing

*  You will start the programme in either  
semester one or two.

FIRST YEAR PROGRAMME *

Study Semester Abroad

During the third year, you spend one semester studying 
at one of our 50 partner schools abroad (in Western and 
Eastern Europe, North and South America, Australia and 
the Far East). This is a unique opportunity to broaden 
both knowledge and experience of different cultures.  
Due to the large variety of IBS partner schools, students 
are able to make a choice based on their preference for 
country, language, culture, and academic programme.  
To prepare you for this, IBS organises study abroad  
presentations where students can spend time listening  
to personal experiences from fellow students.

Placement Semester Abroad

The other semester in the third year is spent working in 
a company outside your home country. Students acquire 

the placement themselves, making use of the information 
available in IBS, such as regular placement offers, previous 
student reports and shared experiences of fellow students. 
Previous placements include: AC Nielsen, Jakarta (Indonesia); 
Philips, Hong Kong (China); L'Oréal, Auckland (New 
Zealand); Saatchi & Saatchi, Moscow (Russia); Club Med, 
Brussels (Belgium) and Sara Lee/DE, Shanghai (China).

The fourth and final year offers both core and elective 
modules related to the major (specialisation). In their 
last semester, students participate in a final graduation 
project in which they are regarded as consultants for  
an external company. Students obtain, define, analyse 
and research a business-related problem, write a final 
written report and present/defend their findings in an 
oral presentation.

Yin Fang Ma (China) 

“I appreciate all students and teachers who have helped 
me during my four years of studies. The International 
Business School has provided me with a perfect  
international study environment and I learned many ways 
of dealing with international business, including culture, 
behaviour, etc. After graduation, I plan to continue  
my business studies with a Master’s degree.”
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QuALITY TESTING FOR PROGRAMMES

All of the programmes at Hanze university Groningen 
are tested within the accreditation system. This means 
that they meet the quality requirements set for approved 
higher education by the Ministry for Education,  

Culture and Science. Recently accredited programmes 
are allowed to use the logo of the NVAO (Dutch and 
Belgian Accreditation Organisation). 

International Marketing

Graduates with this major start work as (trainee) managers 
in international manufacturing or trading companies. 
Among the job opportunities available to graduates are  
positions in the fields of export management, international 
product management, international marketing management, 
sales management and international advertising. Some 
of our graduates are Marketing and Communication 
Managers, Sales Managers, Business Developers and 
Market Analysts.

International Management

International Management graduates pursue management 
careers in international companies, for example in  
business development management, management consulting 
and plant/project management. Some of our IBMS 
graduates are Project Managers, HRM specialists and 
Plant Managers.

International Finance and Accounting 

Finance and Accounting graduates work in a variety 
of financial positions at (trainee) management level in 
international organisations and graduates hold jobs as 
Investment Bankers, Financial Analysts and Risk Advisors.

International Travel and Tourism 

These graduates operate in a wide variety of international 
branches of management in areas such as travel operations, 
hospitality, conference and event planning. Examples of 
graduate jobs would be Conference Director or Hotel 
Manager.

International Business and  
Management Studies at work

Dorothea Schütz (Germany) 

“During the first weeks of IBS, you’re introduced to  
both the IBMS programme and the city of Groningen.  
I immediately felt at home! You’ll meet your  
lecturers and your fellow students who come from  
all over the world. What I like most about studying at  
the International Business School is that there’s a  
good combination of theory and practice. This 
is why I really recommend studying at IBS.”

www.hanzeuniversity.eu/dorotheaschutz



SEMESTER STRuCTuRE

FIRST YEAR SECOND YEAR THIRD YEAR FOuRTH YEAR

PERIOD 1

Semester 1

Modules

Semester 3 

Modules

Semesters 5 & 6

Year Abroad  

(Study Abroad

and Placement)

Semester 7 

Modules

PERIOD 2

PERIOD 3

Semester 2

Modules

Semester 4

Modules

Semester 8

Modules & Graduation

Project

PERIOD 4
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Wouter de Jonge (Dutch) 

“One of the reasons I am studying in  
Groningen is that the city appeals to me.”

www.hanzeuniversity.eu/wouterdejonge

The job Market

Research among graduates has shown that the average 
amount of time spent on searching for a job is as little 
as two months. Many graduates are offered jobs with 
their placement company or the company for which they 
did their final graduation project. We are even contacted 
directly by international companies that are specifically 
looking for our graduates.

Master’s Programme

After completing the IBMS programme, you can continue 
your studies with a one-year Master's programme either 
at the International Business School, where we offer a 
range of international MBA programmes or at one of the 
partner schools abroad, where IBS graduates have already 
proven to be very successful. 

Want to know more?

Please have a look at page 7 where you will find a list  
of Frequently Asked Questions. For more detailed  
information about our study programmes please visit 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs. 

Inside IBS (‘Meeloopdag’)

Would you like to experience a day in the life of an IBMS 
student and have the opportunity to attend classes and 
meet IBMS students?

For more information, please refer to the  
website www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs
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INTERNATIONAL BuSINESS AND MANAGEMENT STuDIES
How long does the course take?
IBMS is a four-year study programme of which the third year is 
spent abroad, partly studying at a partner school and partly doing 
a placement at an international company.

Are there possibilities for exemptions?
Students with an educational background equivalent to the  
Dutch VWO or students who have studied at university level may 
apply for exemptions for specific modules when you start your 
start your studies at IBS. 

What are the admission requirements?
It is not possible to state exactly for each country which certificates 
qualify you for admission to the IBMS programme. Acceptance 
is based on the evaluation of your secondary educational 
background and diplomas. Check www.hanzeuniversity.eu/iso or 
contact the Hanze Informatie Centrum (Dutch nationality) or the 
International Student Office for more information (see the contact 
information at the end of this brochure for contact details).

When can I start my studies?
In September or in February. Deadlines for applications are  
as follows: students needing a visa to enter the Netherlands:  
1 November for February admission and 1 June for September  
admission and students not needing a visa: 15 January for  
February admission and 15 August for September admission.

What are the costs?
Besides the yearly tuition fees, for European Union students 
approx. 1,620 euros and approx. 3,810 euros for non-European 
Union students, and general costs of living, there are costs for 
books and study materials. For up to date information see  
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/iso 

Are there scholarships available?
In principle, the Dutch system for scholarships applies to Dutch 
students. However, under certain conditions EU/EEA students 
may also apply. For further information, please refer to the website 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/iso. 

I’m not from Holland. How do I find accommodation?
The International Student Office helps non-Dutch students not 
only with housing, but also with visa and insurance. For further 
information, please refer to the website www.housingoffice.nl 

When do I choose my major?
Towards the end of your first year, you will be asked to choose 
your major.

Is there study support?
During your studies, every student is assigned an Academic 
Advisor. If you have specific questions about your studies, you 
can contact your Academic Advisor.

Can I participate in extracurricular activities?
IBS has a very active International Student Union (IBS-U), which 
not only organises lectures and business excursions but also 
parties and city trips. If you are interested in being active in IBS as 
an organisation, there is a Participation Council and an Education 
Committee which advise the IBS Management. We have an 
information desk run by students and students are welcome 
to join panel evaluations. Hanze University Groningen also has 
excellent sports facilities.

After graduation, what will be my title?
Bachelor of Business Administration (BBA).

What is the job market like?
Research among graduates has shown that the average amount 
of time spent on searching for a job is as little as two months. 
Many graduates are offered jobs with their placement company or 
the company for which they did their final graduation project. We 
are even contacted directly by international companies that are 
looking for our graduates.

I would like to study at the International Business School, 
what should I do next?
More information about admission for all students, 
including an application form, can be found on 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/application. 

Julia Socolov (Moldovan) 

“unique opportunity to study together with many 
nationalities!”

www.hanzeuniversity.eu/juliasocolov
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Holland or the 
Netherlands?
When most people think of Holland, the name 

more commonly used for the Netherlands, the 

first things that usually spring to mind are tulips, 

cheese, wooden shoes, windmills and Van Gogh. 

Also from a business perspective, Holland is quite 

renowned, both in Europe and in the rest of the 

world. Its famous merchant history, think of the 

17th century Golden Age of Discovery, translates 

into many of today’s multi-nationals such as Royal 

Dutch Shell, Philips, Unilever, Heineken and ING 

Bank.  

Groningen

Situated in the north of the Netherlands, 

Groningen is a young - half of the Groningen 

population is under 35! - and vibrant city with 

a picturesque city centre and surrounded 

by beautiful countryside. The city is not only 

historically interesting, it also has impressive 

modern architecture, such as the eye-catching 

Groninger Museum, which attracts a lot of 

international attention. Some major corporations 

such as Gasunie feel at home in Groningen too; 

universities, companies and the public sector 

cooperate closely here. Yet, it is not only a 

country full of windmills and global businesses 

but also a great place to live. Attractive features 

of the country are its historic towns and villages, 

the beautiful and varied landscapes and the 

mild climate. It attracts visitors from all over the 

world, both short and long-term, who find that 

people are friendly and open-minded. They find it 

pleasant and modern, a place where bureaucracy 

is limited, life is comfortable and everything is 

well-organised. It has extremely high standards 

of health care and education. And, to top it all off, 

although Dutch is the main language, English is 

very widely spoken

Groningen: a student city

With 50,000 students (out of 180,000 inhabitants), 

Groningen is justly known as one of the best cities 

for studying in the Netherlands. There are plenty 

of opportunities for students, with over 175 study 

programmes at the two different universities: the 

University of Groningen and the Hanze University 

of Applied Sciences. And while you are there, it is 

also a great city to live and work in. Among other 

things, it has some great shopping and a buzzing 

nightlife.

You’ll feel at home in Groningen 
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Getting around 

Dutch transport is affordable and effective. 

The railway system is simple, fast, extensive 

and reliable, so there is no need to have a car; 

the bicycle is by far the most popular mode of 

transport. In fact, there are said to be as many 

bicycles as people, and twice as many bicycles 

as cars! And, when you would occasionally like to 

travel abroad, there is no problem either. Holland 

is often called “The Gateway to Europe” and 

London, Paris, Prague or Rome are all within a 

few hours’ reach of the award-winning Schiphol 

airport, one of Europe’s major transport hubs.

Hanze University Groningen, 
University of Applied Sciences

Founded in 1798, the Hanze University Groningen 

it is the oldest university of applied sciences in 

the Netherlands. Moreover, with its student body 

of over 25,000 and approximately 2,700 staff 

members, it is the largest university of applied 

sciences in the north of the Netherlands and 

internationally, it is widely respected. It has a 

broad network of international partnerships with 

both businesses and educational institutions. 

Students and lecturers come from over 90 

different countries. 

Zernike Campus

Hanze University Groningen offers its students 

a wide range of modern facilities throughout the 

campus. This includes extensive library facilities at 

the Hanze Media Centre, a wide range of cultural 

and sports facilities and various shops and 

businesses. There are concerts, exhibitions and 

other cultural events at the new stunning Hanze 

Atrium where students can take a break from 

classes and have something to eat. The largest 

students’ sports centre of the Netherlands is 

situated here and students can participate in up to 

70 different sports activities at affordable rates. 

Sports Facilities

If you like sports, you can join the ACLO, which 

is the student sports centre of Hanze University 

Groningen and the University of Groningen. For 

around € 47 per year, students of Hanze University 

Groningen can buy an ACLO card, which is a kind 

of passport to the various sports facilities. The 

sports centre provides excellent sports facilities, 

7 days a week, 340 days a year, from 08:00 to 

23:00. On weekdays the focus is on exercising 

and training under the supervision of professional 

trainers and instructors (over 450 lessons a week); 

on weekends the emphasis is on competitions, 

tournaments and events. For more information 

about the range of sports offered, visit 

www.aclosport.nl 
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Turning Ambition into Success

Hanze University Groningen believes in turning ambition 

into success. You want to study abroad, which means 

you already have considerable ambition. But how do 

you realise your ambitions? Will the Hanze University 

turn your ambitions into success? First of all, Hanze 

University Groningen provides the perfect learning and 

living environment. An environment that stimulates your 

aspirations and guides you along the path to future 

success. Since it was first established in 1798, Hanze 

University Groningen has focused on high-quality, practical 

education that is directly related to the professional 

workplace. Classes are small and programmes incorporate 

personal coaching and development. Secondly, the city of 

Groningen is friendly, vibrant and international in flavour. It 

is a safe, popular student city, providing all the facilities and 

entertainment you could possibly want. Although turning 

your ambitions into success is in your own hands, you can 

be sure that Hanze University Groningen will provide the 

ideal conditions for a successful and rewarding future.
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Regulations & Facilities for 
Students

Do you have a physical disability or chronic illness?

Are you struggling for time, because you’re a

top athlete? Do you need support or additonal

facilities? The Hanze University Groningen is

here to help you find a solution. Please make an

appointment with a student counsellor (preferably)

before starting your studies through the secretary

at the Student Counsellor’s Office: 

+31 (0)50 595 40 28 or by email: 

studentendecanen@org.hanze.nl 
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The central train station of Groningen which is close 
to the center of the city

General Information 

For general questions about applying to the IBMS study 
programme, tuition fees, visas and accommodation go to 
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs or contact directly:

Study Programmes 

If you have more specific questions relating to the IBMS 
programme, please contact:
IBS Information Desk
T +31 (0)50 595 23 00
F +31 (0)50 595 23 70
E ibs.infodesk.fe@org.hanze.nl 

Non-Dutch Students
International Student Office (ISO): applications, 
enrolment and visas 
T +31 (050) 595 46 01
F +31 (050) 595 71 15
E iso@org.hanze.nl 

Dutch Students
Hanze Informatie Centrum
T +31 (050) 595 78 90
F +31 (050) 595 49 99
E studievoorlichting@org.hanze.nl 

Visiting Address
Zernikeplein 7, Groningen
The Netherlands

Postal Address
P.O. Box 70030, 9704 AA Groningen
The Netherlands

Public Transportation

The International Business School is easily accessible by 
public transport. In the mornings, during peak hours, as 
many as 20 buses per hour travel from Groningen Central 
Station to the Zernike Campus:
- line 11 Zuidhorn/Zernike and
- line 15 Zernike/Paddepoel

For more information, see www.9292ov.nl 

Contacting us

The heart of Groningen city: the vibrant south end of the 
Grote Markt

Enjoying the peace and quiet in the 
Noorderplantsoen park

We score above the national average 
in student satisfaction

Students at Hanze University in Groningen are 

satisfied with their university of applied sciences. 

The national student satisfaction survey 2009 has 

revealed that our students are more satisfied with 

the quality of their degree programme and lecturers 

than the national average. They also appreciate 

the influence they are given in terms of making 

improvements to their degree programme. 

Students are increasingly satisfied to very satisfied. 

All the more reason to study at our university of 

applied sciences! 
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This brochure was compiled with the greatest possible care. However, the information it contains is subject to change; 
consequently no rights can be derived from the contents of this brochure. Enrolment in a course at Hanze University 
Groningen is governed by the rights and obligations as set down in the Studentenstatuut (Student Charter).
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unique Selling Points International Business School

- Best IBMS programme in the Netherlands

- Business driven programme

- Modern facilities

- Truly international with over 55 different nationalities

- Work experience at two companies included

International Student Office (ISO)

T +31 (0) 50 595 46 01
F +31 (0) 50 595 71 15
E iso@org.hanze.nl 

Hanze Informatie Centrum
T +31 (0) 50 595 78 90
F +31 (0) 50 595 49 99
E studievoorlichting@org.hanze.nl 
I  www.hanze.nl/hic

Visiting address
Zernikeplein 11 (second floor)
Groningen
www.hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs

hanzeuniversity.eu/ibs

Turning Ambition into Success


