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• After High School graduation, students in 
Ontario have a choice. They can go to either 
College or a University. Some may require 
academic or ESL upgrading.
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College University



Colleges vs. Universities in Ontario

What’s the difference between Applied Degrees and University Degrees?

4 YEARS
DEGREE

3 YEARS
ADVANCED
DIPLOMA

2 YEARS
DIPLOMA

4 YEARS APPLIED 
DEGREE

College University

If students choose to go to a College, 
they can study for 2 years, 3 years or 
4  years. 

If students choose to go to a 
University, they must study for 4 
years. 

Students get hands-on experience while studying. They are expected to 
work for at least one term in order to graduate and take fewer general 

education courses.



Colleges vs. Universities in Ontario
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College University

Colleges offer over 100 programs at the 
diploma and advanced diploma level. 
Students are job ready upon completion of 
these programs.

However, if students wish to continue their 
studies, they can do so by completing their 
degree at their college (if offered) or by 
transferring to a university.

Students can transfer to universities that have agreements with colleges. How 
many credits students transfer  will depend on the program, students’ grades 

and the type of the agreement. These agreements are referred to as 
university pathways or university transfer programs.



Colleges vs. Universities in Ontario
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Work Opportunities for International Students in Canada

During Studies Post-Graduation 

On Campus Off Campus
Any employer in 

Canada

Students enrolled full 
time in post-secondary 
programs are authorized 
to work on campus for 
up to 20 hours/week (35 
hours during holidays) as 
soon as they begin their 
studies.
*no work permit required, but 
there is a minimum GPA 
requirement 

Students enrolled full time 
in post-secondary programs 
can get a work permit to 
work off campus for up to 
20 hours/week (35 hours 
during holidays) after 6 
months  of full time study.

* work permit required. Minimum 
GPA requirement

After completion of a 
minimum 2 years of 
studies resulting in a 
diploma, students can 
get a 3 year work 
permit. Completion of 
one year programs 
result in work permit 
term = time spent in full 
time program. 



Eligibility criteria – Work Opportunities

Graduates of a 
minimum of a two 

year program 
(diploma) can apply 

for up to 3 year 
work permit 

following 
graduation

Graduates of a one 
year program may 
apply for a work 

permit valid for up 
to a year (equal to 
the time spent as a 
full time student). 

Students studying 
English as a Second 
Language are not 
eligible to work in 

Canada upon 
completion of the 

program, regardless 
of the length of the 

program.
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Note: Minimum GPA requirement is 2.5 Note: Minimum GPA requirement is 2.5 



Eligibility criteria – Work Opportunities 
Continued

This is great, but does 
this apply to any 

student who meets 
these criteria?

Not really. Institutions 
students attend must 
be approved by the 

Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada



Eligibility  Criteria – Work Opportunities (continued)

Which institutions qualify?

Publicly funded institutions are authorized by the CIC to participate in the off 
campus work permits 

Are there any private institutions that are 
also authorized?

This sounds complicated. How do we find out which 
institution qualifies?

Some. Institutions that receive some funding from the government (Quebec) as 
well as private institutions authorized to confer degrees (but not all degrees 
qualify)

Check the CIC website. The list is posted at 
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/study/institutions/participants.asp#ontario



Public and Private Institutions- Ontario



Post-Graduation Options
Graduates must apply for their work permit as soon as they graduate . Those 
who will return to their home countries, must leave Canada within 90 days. 
Diplomas and degrees from publicly funded institutions are recognized 
throughout the world. 

Graduates must apply for their work permit as soon as they graduate . Those 
who will return to their home countries, must leave Canada within 90 days. 
Diplomas and degrees from publicly funded institutions are recognized 
throughout the world. 

How do we find out more about immigration eligibility, rules and
regulations effecting students who plan to stay in Canada and work? 

Consult the Citizenship and Immigration Canada website. Canada welcomes 
qualified immigrants from all over the world. To find out the best option, 

consider all immigrant classes
To find out about Canadian Experience Class (students who work a minimum of 

ONE year in one of the approved jobs)
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/cec/index.asp

Consult the Citizenship and Immigration Canada website. Canada welcomes 
qualified immigrants from all over the world. To find out the best option, 

consider all immigrant classes
To find out about Canadian Experience Class (students who work a minimum of 

ONE year in one of the approved jobs)
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/cec/index.asp



One more thing….Why chose a college and not a 
university?

College programs are applied so students gain practical experience WHILE 
studying. They are, therefore, more job ready than their university 
counterparts. About 85% of college graduates who enter the workforce land a 
job within 6 months of graduation. 

It comes highly recommended by students. In fact, 95% of graduates would 
recommend their college to others.

Graduates leave with strong academic credentials. Certificates, diplomas and 
degrees from publicly funded colleges are widely recognized and valued by 
employers.

Employers  love college graduates. 93% of employers were satisfied or very 
satisfied with college graduates.

Colleges ARE more affordable and provide additional assistance to students 
whose native language is not English. Colleges will often offer conditional 
admission to international students to most of their program and assist 
students to integrate into post-secondary programs gradually. 



Why chose a college and not a university?

From the Globe and Mail  
for an article on university graduates going back to college to get a 

job, or type:

http://www.globecampus.ca/in-the-news/globecampusreport/post-
university-its-down-to-the-nitty-gritty-at-college/

for an article about cutting edge technology at colleges or type:

http://www.globecampus.ca/in-the-news/globecampusreport/colleges-
focus-on-hot-areas-in-it/



Thanks….

How do I choose the RIGHT college?

But…



Stay tuned for our next presentation…..

Seneca College


